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THE PREFACE. 


He Anthoxity of Cu 
|  flom hath ſo much a. 
D more general preva- 
" lency then that of 
Truth ; that he that ſhall adwen- 
ture to aſſ ault that with this, may: 
be thought not to have well digeſt« 

ed the prudent o_ of. aur $a-- 
viour, Luk. 14. 3 - To ſir down 
and conſider - "1.20 he be able 
with ren thouſand to meet him, 
that cometh againſt him with twen-. 
ty thouſand ; for doubtleſs ſuch, 
and much greater is the ods between. 
the Abzttors of theſe two Litigants, 

Ant to th? inputation of. this Ute. 
a } warineſs 


—_— ————— 


THE PREFACE, 
warineſs I cannot but foreſee thifly 
preſent deſigne wery lyable. 
2. CenTiLITY has long ſincen 
confuted Fobs Aphoriſme, Manitſyg 
born to labour, and in ſtead thereof,« 
has pronounced to its Clients the(f 
Rich mans Requiem, Soul take(j 
thine eaſe, eat drink and be merry | 
A Gentleman is now ſuppoſed to he 
onely a thing ' of pleaſure, a crea-Y( 
ture ſent into the World, as thifo 
Leviathan into the deep, to take 
his paſtime therein ( and the bet} 
ter to compleat the Parallel to de-fo 
woure his underlings too ) and 
then "twill be no wonder if it be ad-| 
Judged a ridiculous ſolociſme tel ſ 
attempt to define his Calling, whoſe\f 
very Eſſence is thought to conſiſt in]} 
t 
] 
| 


having none, Nay perhaps it will be 
deemed not onely abſurd but mali. 
cious, a Lewvelling project, of rob- 
bing him of his Birth-right, of de- 
; ; grading 


THE PREFACE. 
orading him from thoſe priviledges, 
which belong to his quality, and of 
ſince moulding him again into that vul- 
em idfgar Maſs, from which divine Pro- 
reofiidence end humane Laws hawe dia 
 thefftingniſLed him. But from this 
takef jealouſie I dare truſt the enſuing 
rry.f leaves to be their 1wn wvindicators. 
'o bel 3. I have been no unconcerned 
rea-0( much leſs inſulting ) ſpefator 
the of the depreſſions the Gentry bave 
ake} fallen under in theſe latter years, 
bet. but have pay'd them my juſt tribute 
de. of compaſſion. yet T confeſs,I think: 
and thoſe ſcarce worthy a regret, in com- 
ad. pariſon with thoſe voluntary de- 
* tel] ſcents, too many of then have made 
ſe from true worth and wirtue. 'Tis 
in ſure a far leſs deplorable ſpeFacle 
] be to ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled of his 
li. | Fortune by his Conſcience, then his 
ob. | Luxary,9+ to behold him under the 
de. | firoke of the Headſman, then un- 
ing 4 4 der 
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der thoſe more infamons Executi- 
oners, his Luft, or Intemperance. 
Tet I fear if the Mart yrologie even 
of theſe ſuffering times were ſcan- 
ned, Venus and Bacchus would be 
found to have had many more Mar- 
tyrs, then God and Loyalty. 

4. But I confeſs it an imperti- 
nence thus to balance the two miſ- 
chiefs of doing and ſufferi ing ill, 
fince *tis certain the latter is to be 
reſolved into the former, and has 
no exiſtence of it ſelf, but what it 
derives from that. Puniſhments 
are but the reſults of ſins, and 
therefore whatever Malignity is in 
the Effe&t, becomes intirely chargc- 
ableupon the Cauſe, and we are to 
look upon our Vice not only as our 
greateſt, but our only unhappineſi, 
11s Conſideration ſhews us the 
ſource of all our ſufferings, and 
x it ſelf no leff obvious then thoſe; 


though 
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THE PREFACE. 

though one would think it as con- 
cealed as the head of Nilus, that 
ſhould only obſerve how many other 
Originals of our Calamities are aſ- 
ſigned, whileſt this 3s ſcarce dreamt 
of Thss Jonah xs ſt uffered to ſleep 
ſecurely inthe ſhip, while her more 
innocent fraught is caſt over board, 
Jon. 1.5. Every the leaſt ſparkle 
from without is charged as an In- 
cendiary, when alas, like Xtna, 
our own bowels ſend out that fare, 
which has ſo neer reduced us to 
aſhes.” But as in Diſeaſes we ac- 
count the diſcovery of the Cauſethe 
firſt and moſt neceſſary ſtep to the 
Cure, fo certainly is it here, the con- 
wviction of our guilt is a moſt indi. 
ſpenſable preparative towards the 
eaſc of our Preſſures, and we muſt 
be heavy laden in the Chriſtian 
ſence, Matth. 11. 28, before we 
ſhall ceaſe to be {6 in the Civil... 

| 6. Dut 
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&. But I fear men proceed in 
this affair rather like Mountebanks 
then good Phyſitians , uſe .ſome 
palliating Medecines to allay the 
Effecis, or perhaps Anodynes 
10 finpifie the patient, and wholly 
negleft the root of the malady. Nor 
do I appropriate this error to the 
Gentry, 'tis too viſuble that all ſorts 
and qualities hawe too juſt a claime 
to it, to let any one go away with 
the incloſure : But becauſe the pre. 
ſent deſign makes them my peculiar 
Province, I ſhall, waving all 0- 
thers, addreſs my ſelf at this time 
to them onely, with this moſt paſ= 
ſfronate requeſt, that they would n1 
nſe that crmelty to themſelves, for 
which Amaleck lands branded to- 
wards Iſrae), Deu, 25. 18. By 
their perſevering impieties ſmite 
and deſtroy thoſe feeble and faint re- 
mains of their former felicities, 

Uo) 
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but that they would nyw at laſt 
ſeriouſly adwert to this their ſo 
great and important concernment, 
and pitch upon the true Achan, 
that has thus long troubled theie 
Ifrael;and that being done,that ſtory 
direts the next fiep of the Proceſs, 
even the bringing bim to executions 
cutting that off, which will elſe in« 
fallibly bring down a fatall exciſi= 
on upon themſelves, Nor is this to 
be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe 3s 
come to too great a height, too dan« 
gerous aCriſis, to admit any de- 
lay of the remedy. 

6. When Exypt had ſmarted 
under a ſucceſſion of miraculous 
plagues for deteining the Iſra:lites, 
the Servants of Pharaoh importune 
bim to releaſe them, and conclude 
their advice with this Pathetique 
enforcement, Knowelt thou not 


yetthat Egypr is deſtroyed? And 


God 


THE PREFACE.. 
Ged knows I may but too properly 
ive the ſame edge to mine ; For 
alas, Gentlemen, are not your Ex 
ſtates waſted, your  Priviledoes « Vio= 
lated , your Splendors ec lipſed » your 
Perſons reftrained, your Families 
broken and ſhattered, your Digni- 
ties trampled upon by the meaneſt of 
the Vulgar, and finally your ſelves 
quite tranſpoſed in your ftation,now 
wade the Tail who were once the 
Head, Deur. 28. 44. And is it not, 
xet time to aiſmiſs thoſe Sins which 
are the Authors of all this ? If you 
are ſtill of Pharaohs minde, and re. 
folve to'retain them, you are certain= 
ly no leſs obſtinate then he, but much 
_ ivrational : he had ſomewhat 
of viſible advantage to tempt him to 
detein the Ifraclites, they were his 
Slaves, wrought bard at bis work , 
built bin Cities. But how far ts 
that from the caſe here, they are not 


your 


THE PREFACE: 
your Slaves.but your Task-maſters, 
which you are ſo unwilling to part 


with, thoſe that ſet youto the wileſt 
and moſt ſerwile drudgeries,and are 


ſo far from bringing you in profit, 


that T may boldly make the A poſtles 
challenge, Rom. 6. 21 What fruit 
have you had of thoſethings ? and 
doubt not the only account you can 
bring in of your harveſt, muſt be 
the Inventory of your miſeriesz we 
are witneſſes of many Houſes, mas= 
ny Cities they have demoliſh'd and 


laid waſte, but we have no ſtructure 


of theirs to ſhew, but a Babel of 


confuſron. 


. But alas, theſe your ſecular 
Ruines are but their modeſt and 
petty outrages, Take another view 
of themys and it will like Fze- 
kiels viſon, Ezekiel $. 6, pre- 
ſent you with more and greater 
abominations then theſe, ever 
| the 


THE PREFACE, 
the abomination of defolation in 
the holy place. Tour fins have not 
only deſolated your own houſes, 
Ent. Gads : That Beauty ot his 
Ornament which he ſet in Majeſty, 
Fzek. 7. 20. hath by theſe your de- 
teftable things be-n -expoſed to 
ſpoil and pollation ;, we are not yet 
grown ſo old in our miſeries as 
to hawe out-worn the aggrawati- 
on of remembrins our happier 
eftate,and how ſad, how wounding a 
contemplation 3s it to compare the 
paſt and preſent condition of this 
Church ? Whenthe Temple was 
rebuilding, the joy of that reſtaura- 
tion could not ſuppreſſe the grief of 
thoſe who remembred the ſo much 
more Glorious Fabrick of the firſt, 
but they layd the foundation intheir 
tears, the text ſayes, They wept 
with aloud voice, Neh. 3. 12, But 
what teares,what ejulations can be 

bitter 
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bitter or loud enouch for us,who are 
to lament not partiall and imperfe&t 
repairs, but totall ruines and waſtee 
tions, that ſee the mater'«/ls of our 
Sion now reduced to duft and rubs 
biſ,who once ſaw them happily 
compatted, built together as a City 
at unity in its (cl! 

8. And while we thus remember 
Sion, end are our ſelves by the wa- 
ters of Baby lon,'tis ſwre but proper 
we fic down and weepybid,as thoſe 
Captives Pf. 37 a ſolemn Adieuto 
all entertainments of joy and plea« 
ſurezand would God we allzparticue 
larly you to whom I now ſpeak, did 
as exatily parallel them in this ſad 
and pious reſentment, as we doin 
the motives of it, that ſo your quare 
rell to ſin might be accended to its 
full height, as that which robs you 
not only of your ſpiritual, but (that 
which many of you have more guſt 


of) 
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of ) your carnal joyes alſo, Tis your 
fins, I would T could ſay, yours a- 
lone, which hawe been the perſecu- 
ting Sauls,that have thus made ha- 
vock of the Church ; The Securi. 
ties, Profaneſs, and Licentiouſneb 
of your prof perous dayes made the 
firſt breaches in her walls, and now 
the Impenitence and Incorrigibleneſs 
of your calamitous, like the Edo. 
mites, cry down with her , down 
with her even to the pround, "Twas 
among the fews a Capital Guilt to 
curſe a Parent, and ſpall it now paſs 
for aneaſy, or no crime, not only t0 
curſe, but deſtroy our common Mo- 
ther, to abette and maintain thoſe 
Tr '00Ps which thus defie, yea invade 
| her © O why ſhould you not at laſt 
recall your exiled Pietie,and aſſume 
a holy and becoming indignation 
againſt theſe her cruel hey intpla- 
cable Enemies £ 
{ 9. But 
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9. But'this you cannot be ſuppoſed 
todo; whilft Tou arraign only other 
mens fans, and leave your own out of 
the IndiSiment. I doubt not many of 
you do with diſpleaſure , perhaps 
more then enough, charce her ruine 
pon the immediate [nſtruments,ac« 
euſe the bold Intruſion of ignorant 
eff Teachers, of hawing depraved ber 
lo. Dofrine, Ambition 2» Envy of im- 
vn patient inferiours,of ſubwverting her 
Diſcipline, the Pride and FaStion 
of buſie Spirits, of d:ſturbing ber 
Peace,the greedy Awarice of Sacrile- 
gious perſons,of devouring her P4- 
trimony; & theſe I ſLall not deny to 
have been the Weapons, that have 
ide Uthus mortally wounded her,but let it 
aſt Ihe remembred that the ſe were wield- 
ea whetted by the more general im- 
neties, from whence they borrowed 
their deflruc{ive power, &- therfore 
totrensfer the guilt here, is but the 
artifice 
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artifice of ſlaying Uriah with the 
ſword of the Children of Ammon, 
which you know acquitted not Da. 
vid from being a murderer. No, God 
knowes, here lies a Carcaſs of a poor 
bleeding Church, but which of you 
our Elders are qualified for the pur. 
gation the Law aſſignes inthat caſe 
Deu. 21. 8. which of you can ſay, 
our hands have not ſhed this blood, 
neither have our eyes ſeen it. 

10. Tet the leſs capable you are of 
thus waſhing your hands in inno. 
cence the greater need you have 
to VVaſh them in. Penitence , 
and therefore ſince as you are Sons 
to this Mother, the Office of A- 
venger of blood dewolwes on you. 
O bring forth truites of repentance 
by diſcharging that part faithfully, 
drag out theſe Criminals which 
have taken Sanctuary in your 


breaſts, and thore dwell ſecurely, as 
| uW 
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«: EY City of Refuge, and hew 
on them in pieces, as Samuel did 
Agag before the Lord. And as 
your incentives to this are infinitely 
greater and more preſſing, then in 0= 


YOu} ther murders, ſo will the effe&s alſo 
"ny vaftly tranſcend thoſe of Common 
raſe Juſtice, that onely revenges, but 
ſay] this may repaire the miſchief, recall 
the vitall ſpirits and reunite the 
catterd limbs of this mangled body, 
e of ſuch an Onnipotencie is there in ſin- 
Nos cere Repentance, that it is able een 
to effe&} a reſurretion. O that you 
would be ambitions of working this 
Miracle, and by this pions Prodi- 
gie beget your Mother, that you 
| would weep ſo long over her aſhes, 
till that moiſture had rendred them 
ully, prolifical, and you ſee her ſpring 
bich] 4; of her Urne. 

11. This, this is your only way 
of reverſing that extirpating De. 
b 2 cree, 
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cree which theſe Hamans, your ſins 
hawe procured,and if Tou neoleg 
this, Mordecaies menace to Heſter, 
will be too applicable to you, 
if Cod in his unfathomable mer. 
cy ſhould cauſe deliverance and 
enlargement to ariſe from ſome 0. 
ther place to this poor deſolate 
Church, Tet your ſelves can expe 
nothing but Deſtruction. If you 
have no ſence of the deſolation 
of Sion, no pitty to ſee her 
in the Duſt, but ftill chuſe to 
Cheriſh thoſe impieties , which 
bave bronght her thither, yet 
even they will at the laſt avenge 
her quarrell, bring Ton thoſe mi- 
ſeries, the ſence whereof it will 
te impoſſible for You to avoid, or 
extinguiſh, 

12. For alas to repreſert your 
fns to your as the Originalls meerly 
of Tembor.ll, whether Private or 


Pub- 
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Publick Ruines, 35 to give you. too 
faire and flattering a portraifture 
of them ; theſe are but. the light pre- 
laſory Many a more diſmall 
Slaughtersthe Prologue to the fatall 
Tragedie; Take their fuller cha- 
rafter from the Apoſtle, Rn. 6. 21. 
The end of theſe things is death, e- 
wen death eternall. It is our uſuall 
comfort againſt the perſecutions of 
men, that they can purſue us 10 far- 
ther then to the Grawe, there, as 
Job ſpeaks, the weary be at reſt; 
But this Tyrant in our own breaſts 
has no ſuch limits to its malice, bt 
then eſpecially begins, when all 0- 
ther crueltics ce af e, tortures infi- 
nitely by the onawings of that worm 
which never dyes, and the ſeorch- 
ings of that fire which never ſhall 
be quenched, 

12. And now who can ſufficiently 
wonder at the Infatuation, that you 


b 3 ſhould 


* Py S " 


ſhould demurre upon the diſmiſe 
ſing of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, 
that you ſhould cheriſh this Vi- 
per in your Boſoms, which you 
alrcadie feel cating your Bowels, | F 
devouring all your temporal Fe. || k 
licities, and yet takes thoſe but || i 
in the way to your Heart, your || | 
more pretious and eternal part. | « 
Tis the common Maxime even of || i 
thoſe that receive advantage by | | 
the perfidionſneſs of Others, of | 
love the treaſon but hate the Trai- | | 
tor, but here is that Rule quite in- | 
werted; you hate the treaſon, are | | 
impatient of the afflicting Con- 
ſequences of your ſin, yet love the 
Traitor, hngge that in your cloſe 

Embraces. The A poſtle indeed for- 
warnes 1s of the Deceitfulneſs of 
fin, Heb. "T Zo but ſure this is a 
pitch beyond that, this' is not deceit, 
but inchantment , ſome powerfull 
| Philtrum 


— - 


| 
i 
i 
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Phileram zt muſt needs be , that 
can thus make men in love not 
only with deformitie, but diſeaſe. 

. But all the Magicians of 
Fgypt are not able to ſtand be. 
fore Moles, this Magick 3s not ſo 
irrefiftible, but that Reaſon and 
Religion will yield you counter- 
charmes, able to diſenchant Ton, 
if Tou will but ſuffer them to 
come in to your aid. Do but once 
ſtep ont of the Dewils Circle, the 
aftnal vertiginons purſuit of Tour 
ſinful appetites and give your Fa- 
culties ſome intermiſſion, ſo much 
breath from that hot chaſe as may 
qualifre them for a calme conſide- 
rate view of Other things , and 
then *tis certain You will diſcerne 
that Vertue has a much more ra- 
viſhing appearance, infinitely more 
deleEtable and enamonring , then 


all the Devils Opticks could put 
b 4 1 po 
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#pon your bigheft and moſt gufifull 
ſenſualities, Do you only beſtow 
ſome attentive looks upog her, let 
her once in at your eyes, and then 
leave her to make her own way to 
your heart. And this is ſure a very 
moderate requeſt, that you will but 
©onchſafe to look upon what 3s thus 
amiable, and with what pretence 
can you deny it ; Tou who to gaxe on 
ti o'e tranſitorie beauties which are 
only your ſues, flick at no difficul- 
tie, will Le content to come (thoſe of 
you that hawe no other motives ) 
evento Church upon that errand, 
O do not here put off your curioſitic, 
where alone it may Awaile Ton, 
but rather take this opportuni- 
tie of hallowing that (hitherto pro- 
ory part of your tejnper. 

. It has been none of the De- 
ville meaneſt or unluckieft Arts to 
infuſe prejudices into mens minds 

againſt 


th. 


Full 
ow 

let 
ben 
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againſt Chriſtian praGiſe, by re- 
preſenting it inthe moſt averting 
formes, he changes ſhapes with 
it, and as he transformes him- 
ſelf into an Angel ot light, ſo 
he does this into one of Dark- 
nels, makes it appear a State of 
the mo$i diſmall ſadneſs, and hor- 
rour, 4 region of Antipodes to 
all Foy and Cheerfulneſſe.s And 
how much more realy men are 
to take the Dcvill at his word, 
then Chriſt at his, who profeſ- 
ſes his Yoke caly and his Bur- 
den lighr, appears too viſible Fo 
the cenerall awerſation thoſe hawe 
to Piety , who never ſo much as 
tryed it, but take up implicite 
confuſed xrcyudices againſt it, 
end reteine thoſe as fa$t, as if they 
were the products of many years 
coſtly experiences,and "tis to be fear- 
ed theſe have taken the deepeſt root 


il 
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in the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming 


no where more to flouriſh , then 


among Tou of the higheſt Qual 


tie, yet ſure, of all others You art 
moſt obliged to eradicate them, 
they implying ſuch a groſs in 
Juſtice, as any ingenious mind: 
muſt be aſhamed of. 

16. Tou will your ſelves readily 
pronounce, that Tudge not onel 
corrupt, but impudent, that con- 
demns a perſon whoſe plea he ne- 
ver heard, yet if you will but re- 
fle&, You will find your owne wer- 
dick rebound upon your ſelwes, 
with a Tu es homo, for "HS evis 
dently your caſe here. It is time 
for you therefore to be ſo juſt, if 
wot to Vertue, yet to your own Re- 
putations, as to retraft that con- 
elemnatory ſentence, you have paſt 
upon her, and put on ſo much 
at leaſt of the form of Tuſtice, as 


give 


(7 
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THE PREFACE” 
vive her a fair Triall. But this 
you cannot doe by hearing the 


jongues of men and Angels plead 


vr ber, none but her ſelf can ma- 
nage her cauſe, you muſt admit her 
into your ſocietie, and converſe,take 
her into ſuch a familiaritie, as may 
bring her within diſtance of your 
Obſervation, before you pronounse 
of her. In ſhort if you will indeed 
render your ſelves competent 
Judges, whither a Vertuous life 
be a pleaſant or a diſmall thing, 
enter upon it, and let your owne 
experiences be your informers. 

17. I cannot ſuſpe5} the age ſo 
denenerons, as not to beleewe there 
are divers particular perſons a= 
mong you, who hawe made the 
expertment, and to their Teſtimonic 
I dare appeal, and doubt not they 
will from fudges turne Adwo- 
cates, and recommended it to you, 


and 
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and ſure you will have'no cauſe in 
this inflance to wave your wonted 
Priviledge of being tryed by your 
Peers, to except againſt their judz. 
went in the caſe, who being pla. 
cea in equall circumſtances with 
you muſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand}, 
your utmoſt Temptations fo Vice, th 
fromwhence alone all the ſeeming " 
difficulties and uneaſine es of Ver. 
tue doe ariſe. (« 

18. It were the work of many}, 
Volumes to deſcribe the ſewerall 
diftinct Advantages towards a 
pleaſant Being, which are wrapt 
up in this one comprehenſive Fe- 
ticitie. F ſhall inſtance onely in 
that , to which the enſuing Tra# 
particularly relates, and thit is 
that it furniſhes you with 'a ſuc- 
eeſſson of very Agrecable and 
_ erfult Tmployments. Vertue is 

F @ buſie ani alive Nature, 
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THE PREFACE. 
and as in its ſeverall Operations 
it bas an oppoſition to all the ſe= 
verall ſorts of Vice, ſo in its 
very Conſtitution and Principle it 
beares an avowed Antipathie to 
that one fertile Seminary of mot 
other Sins , Idleneſſe ; and ſure 
the reſcuing you from that is ns 
contewprible Benefit. For though 
ou ſeeme to challenge it as @ 
conſiderable part of your Inheri- 
tance, that vou may live and do 
Nothing, and ere very tenacious 
of that Claim, yet, tis mot evi- 
dent , that what you contend for, 
45 your Priveledge, your ſelves 
efteem your burden, yea ſo much ſo, 
that to be rid of. it, you caft a- 
way Eftate, Health, Soul and all 
for Company , imploy your ſelves 
the moſt ruinouſly, rather then 
endure to be Idle; nay, quite 
confute your owne Pretenfions 
fo 


THE PREFACE, 
to eaſe, by thoſe laborious ani 


Ni 


toilfome Vices, wich you are fainff® 


to call Pleaſures, to render then 
tolerable; but have certainly n 
pretence to that Title on any other 


feore, but that they keep you s 


—_ 

And now what more grate- 
fall Office can poſſibly be done for 
men in this Condition, then to 
ſhew them how they may free 
themſelves of this load without 
contracting a worſe ; I mean the 
guilt of thoſe ſins which like Re- 
hoboam converts Whips into 
Scorpions, yet are now fain to 
be reſorted to, as the onely in- 
ſtruments of their relief, And 
this a Chriſtian Life will be ſure 
to do for you, It will conftantlie 
provide you with innocent di- 
vertiſements , nay much more, it 
will give Tou buſineſs, ſo excel- 


lent, 


W 
Jy 
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THE PREFACE. 
anfMlent, and worthie the dignitie of 
fainlonr Natures , ſo Noble and ants 
hegfſwerable to the Splendour of your 
) mQualities, ſo every way agreeable 
theto the aims of Rational Men, that 
ouſ0u will have cauſe to acknows 
edge with Onur Church, that Gods 
Service is perfe& Freedom. 

for, 29 I ſhall not undertake to 
; tgive you a particular view of all 
freelthe Sewverals of thoſe Emploi- 
ourhments 3 Thoſe Precepts of the 
the Goſpel which aſſigne your Tasks, 
Re. (doe ſufficiently informe You of 
nt the Nature and Excellencie of 
to them , my whole Scheme is com 
in. |priſed in that One, which dire&s 
nd a: Attendance on that Calling 
tre | wherein God hath placed men, 
lie (nd therefore I am to treat onely 
di. of thoſe particular Duties which 
ir Bare incumbent on You as Gentle= 
el. | men, and therein ſhew You that 
"t, | Cons 


THE PREFACE, 
conſidered as ſuch, Ton have aC 
line;and ſo free you of that reproad 
and miſerie of being unprofitahl 
burdens of the earth, and then | 
wince to you alſo that that Calli 
is ſo far from implying any thing of 
reall toil or unealineſs, that it 3s 0 
ly an Art of refining and ſublimg 
ting your Pleaſures, rendring th 
more oufifull and exquiſite andſ 
will ( if attended to ) make gout 


to you in earneſt your miſtaken pre 


tence t» a Life of ſenſuality and d: 
light. 
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©5831 Need not tell you wich what 

| ſucceſs you publiſhed the Ex- 
I EX) cellent Treatiſe, The whole 
BASE Duty of Man : It is your Feli- 
city to be- again inſtrumencal to the profir 
of this Church and Nation, by your 
Edition of theſe Religious and Prudenr 
Inſtrutions, And although the Addreſs 
{ be not (o Univerſal in this, as in the for- 
mer ; yer this will havea large influence 
upon other Conditions belides Gentle- 
men: Their Converſe, if reformed, will 
be exemplary, and operative upon others, 
A Gertry thac would afford an obedienc 
Ear co theſe Admonitions, and a Clergy 
that would to Pzety and Learning, joyn 
Humility, Modeity, and Sobriety, will be 
the beſt Humane means to recover this 
finful Nation, and oppreſſed Church, 
trom the miſeries, Spiritaal and Civil, 
under which we now groan, So that the 
Argumear is well choſen, an4 ir is fo 
managed, that I kno nor what a Reader 
that 1s ſomewhat moroſe can defire , 
which 


hy, 


which is not here, The Author keeps 
Cloſe to his intended province and deſign, 

his Reaſons are finewy and conviacing, 
his Reproofs are ſevere and grave, yer 
pleaſing ; and they whom he chides, | 
muſt needs love him, There is nothing, 
in his Periods redundant or defeRive; ({* 
he hath a Native Elegancy that invites | 
his Reader; variety of Learning couch- fs 
ed, not vaunred z anda Perſpicuity ſuch, 

as will make his Reaſonings appear toa 
weak Eye: A Manual which is enriched 
with all theſe Graces, ſhall (I truſt) not 
onely be frequently and attentively per- 
uſed, bur thar ic will lively affe, and fir 
cloſe to the Reins, and penetrate the 
Heart of the Reader , eſpecially that 
Reader for whom it is deſigned , and for F.. 
this Bleſſing on the Gentry, it 15 our Dury Þ* 
to ſollicite che Divine Goodneſs, 


SAR, 
27 Oftob, 1659, 


Your aſſured Friend 


IERE MIAH — 23.27. , , 
Eye U run downe with teares becauſe 


the Lords, flock is carried away Captive — 


4 The Gentleman's Calling, 


— — 


_—— 


| SscT. 1. 
J0f Buſineſs and Callings in 


genera . 


DE that by (loth and improvi- 
dence diflipates and conſumes 


ta depured m1nager, it he negle& his gdeprr 
ftzm, is liable ro a heavier weight both of ob- 
 loquy and diſcipline: The weakneſs of the one 
J nay poſtibly meet with ſomewhat of pity , but 
the falſeneſs and treacherie of the other is the 
obje& of an univerſal deteſtarion, and is often 
*Þ fimes very ſeverely ſentenced by thoſe, who, 
© if they would impartially refle&t, would find | 
themſelves deeply involved in the ſame puilr. 
*F 2. God has placed Man in the world rot 
. oF ® a Proprietary, but a Steward , he hach-put 
many excellent things into his poſſeſſion, but 
theſe in truſt to be not only kept,but negotiated 
yith, and by traffick improved to the. uſe - 
| B the 


T he Gentleman s Calling. 
the true owner: Yet hercin dealing as a moſt 
bountiful Maſter >» not only promiſing tras 
ſcendent reward< in the future to his hdelity, 
" bur even annexin;; ac the preſent (as to the 
Heifer that rreadecl) out the corr ) a moſt | 
beral ſubſiſtence, interweaving his Intereſt 
with his Duty, chat the diſcharge of it is hi 
onely means of being happy even in this 
world. 

3. This certainly is the ſtate of mankind 
in general, every (1 mean Rational) perſon 
having ſomething of this kind 1ntruſted to him; 
No man that hath underſtanding, be that of 
a higher or lower {1ze, but ha:h variety of 
abilities of one ſort or other, and withal that 
actuating power, which ſhould ſet them on 
work; «nd then ſurely he that hath not been 
excluded from the receits, muſt not pretend an 
exemption from the disburſements, the rasks, 
but 1s under a {tri obligation of improving 
what he hath thus received, of bringing in 
fruit xo the granary, as well in order to his 
own account and joy in the auditing of the 
harveſt, as alſo to the glory of God fron 
whom alone he derives (and mult impute) both 
the ſeed, and irrigation, and the very increaſe 
And he that on theſe grounds and according 
to theſe meaſures decently adminiſters his pro 
vince, ſedulouſly attends his duty in this mdt- 
ter, will find himſelf placed in ſuch an ative} 
ſtate of buſineſs, that he ſhall have little cauſe 
to ſuſpe& himſelf negleRed, pr agn_ 


+ - << © _ - - Q = wa, £3 


—_ a. Ares Al _ a—ds« asRÞ cc A4at4_ ac —— — ac —_ —y ow 


— —— 


"The Gentleman'sCalling, 


God and Nature, or placed in the world with- 
out a Calling. 

4. From what is thus indiſpenſably required 
of all men, no one rank or individual of that 
ſpecies can plead an immunity : And therefore 
till thoſe whom birch, education and wealth, 
and the common dialet of the world hath 
made known by the ſtile of Genr/emes, ſhall 
think fir co expunge the latter part of that title 
and diſclaim the nature of men. as they are 
wil'ing to do the duty, they mult cercainly re- 


im:F tra& this error, and acknowledge they have 


their ſhares in this common obligation. 

5. Nay indeed if they could fo far imitate 
the Prince of the morning , as to ſucceed to 
that rank which he was willing to leave, I 
mean to aſcend above humanity and affume 
the nature of Angels, yet even thither would 
this purſue and overtake them. Among all the 
orders of that divine Hierarchy they would 
not find one patron or pretident of 1dleneſs : 
For as the ſpirituality of ther eſſence renders 
them more agile and active, fo that activity 
is perpetually exerciſed in imploying the di- 
vine abilities they have received, to the glory 
of God the donor, and that not only in bear- 
ing a part in that Celeſtial quire which inceſ. 
fantly ſings his praiſes, bur in the more labori. 
"© 9us and ſervile offices of-being miniſtring ſpi- 


kits, yea even to thoſe to whom both in reſpe&t 


of nature and innocence they are iuuitely ſu- 
perior. And this they do. with perfect alacrity 
= i and 


_ 
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and cheerfulneſs, thinking it their greateſ 
honor and dignity to be thus buſied, their 4. 
itive power over the world, ſaith Gerſex, is not 
ſo ſuitable an ingredient for a: Magnificat of 
their compoſing , as that preater dignity of 
receiving, and performing God's commands; 
An evidence how much the meaſures of honor 
differ between the Courtiers of heaven, and 
earth ;, the inhabitanzs of that refined, and thi 
groſs region, Thus then the proſpe lies be 
fore the Gentleman ;, if he chooſe either to 
look level on the ſame nature with himſelf, of 
dire& his eyes upward on that of the glorious 
ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne, he wil 
not. in all che records of earth or heaven find 
ever a patent for ſloth, any clauſe of exemptios 
in this univerſal law, , 

6. Nay if this mas in honor would bid fars 
wel to his birthrighr, and become like th 
beaſts that periſh, P1.49,20. if he could be cor 
tent, in purſuit of this one fancied priviledge 
of a Gentleman, to renounce all the real ons 
of a man, and make Nebuchadnezzar's puniſh 
ment his option, yet neither the field nor for 
re{t could pive him ſan&uary, afford him any 
number of aſſociates to aid,or but countenance 
him in his muting againſt chis divine decree, 
they would rather be his tutors and monitor 
to obey it: For what rank even of the moſt i 
vage animals is there, which we can indict 
the not imploying thoſe faculties they have 
received? Are they not generally ina 
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| and regular motion to thoſe ends for 
which they were created? in continual exeir. 
cife of thoſe powers with which they are n+ 
dued? yea ſome of them with ſuch impro Ve. 
ment to all their neceſſary purpoſes, that it 
hath raiſed a doubt whether they a& by in- 
ſtin&t or reaſon, by fancy or judgment : Py- 
thagoras is diſcernibly on their de, and A4- 
riſtorle that was leſs kind to them, ſeems. by 
one ſaying to have yielded the cauſe, when of 
thoſe creatures which he ſaith wanc reaſon, he 
confeſſeth that fancy ſupplies irs place. I need 
not take part in this diſpute, whatſoever their 
faculties or talents are,none can doubt of their 
uſe of them, or whether this their uninter- 
rupted obedience to the law of theur creation 
refle&ts the proportionable glory on their 
Creator, 

7- To deſcend one degree lower yet, The 
= (apmrany creatures afford their conſort 
to this divine harmony, evcry one of them 
perform thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe 
of all thoſe (not unaRive) qualities God hath 
put into them : The Sun hath received a power 
of cheriſhing and enlivening terreſtrial bodies, 
and ir folds not up its rayes, but communicates 
and diſpenceth them freely; the Earth has 
received a power of fructifying , giving ſap 
and verdure to that which grows upon ir, and 
& withholds not that vital moiſture, but like a 
tender nurſe ſends it forth liberally to all that 
expe& nouriſhinent from her breaſts; and ſo 
. B 3 pro- 
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proportionably do all other parts of this great 
body; and that all this ſerves to illuſtrate the 
glory of that omnipotent wiſdom which hath 
placed them in this ſo excellent a ſubordina- 
tion, is moſt viſible without the help of a per 
ſpe&tive. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the 
magruficenceand regularity of S-/omex's Court, 
ſhe brake out into an admiration of his wi- 
dom : And ſurely a far greater occaſion is mt 
niſtred to all thoſe who contemplate the admi- 
rable order of che Univerſe, with all tranſpor- 
tation of ſoul ro magnihe and adore the Divine 
Diſpoſer of it, as we ſee frequ-ntly exemplified 
to us in the ſublime raptures of the holy P/almr 
sf. who never better approves his right to be 
called the /weer ſonger of 1/rae/, then on this ra- 
viſhing theme. 

8. And now can it be fancied a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ſtring 10 
this great inſtrument? to diſcompoſe this dt 
vine melody, and become the onely unprot- 
table uſeleſs part of the creation? Shall thoſe 
whom God hath made /irtle lower then the 
Angelr, ſubdue and debaſe their natures be- 
neath the very loweſt rank of creatures? and 
ſhall chis (nor humble but) ſordid exinanition 
be look'd upon with reverence, courted as 4 
preferment ? This certainly is ſuch an abſur- 
dity, as wants nothing to its confutation, but 
merely to be confider'd ; And therefore if 
Gen:lemen would but ſoberly refle&, thereis 
little doubt but they would refgne at ro 
caeir 
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their claim, * and their value of this ſo defa- 
ming a piece of honor , ſo abaſing an exak 
tation. | 

g Wecan let down our thoughts but one 
ep lower, and that is into the boctomleſs pit z 
and from thence ſure none will defire to fetch 
a prelident;, yet if he did, even that black 

ion could nor afford it: For though it muſt 
he confeſſed, thoſe accurſed fpirics accord not 
with the former inſtances, in reſpeR of the end 
of their ations, yet they do in the activity it 
ſelf, theirs is a buſie ſtate, though to an ill 


lVine 
lified I purpoſe ; Sarhan goes to and fro inthe rarth, 
(alme Job Z. 2» and he walks about ſeeking whim he 


way dei yy, 1 Pet 5,12. yea he imploys all his 
faculties roo, makes diligent uſe of all that a. 
cuteneſs and dexterity which either his nature 
or expetience have furniſhed- him with , to- 
wards that end he purſues, ſo that ic were a 
wronging, a calumniating even of the ver 
Devil, to charge him with idleneſs, abich 
though ir be a ſin which yields him ſuch liberal 
crops, that he may well ſeck both toeplant and 
cheriſh it in humane nature, yer he cannot 
offer ſuch violence to his own, as to become an 
example of 1c. 

10. We may hence make a meaſure, how —, 
ſcandalous, reproachful a thing this is, which 
neither Heaven Earth, nor Hell it felt will 
owne, bur is like an illegitimate birth , dif- 
claimed by all : How unreaſonable, nay how 
infamous will it then be, for thoſe to take up 

| | B 4 this 
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”  thisexpoſed brat, to foſter this vice in 2 
boſoms, who have of all others the greatg ing 
and moſt particular obligation to deteſt it, wff 01 

having received the moſt of thoſe Talent but 
which engage them to aRion- And that ſud Gc 
is the Gentlemans condition, a light inſpe&Þ wi 
on will ſerve to demonſtrate. for 


CE eons 


Stcrt. [|]. : 
Of Varieties of Callings. 


= Ow fince the univerſal obligatiÞ | 
on, which is incumbent upon all | 
and renders it {tri& duty to hav } 
a Calling, reits upon this undenizy | 
ble ground, that all mcn have received from Gulf i 
ſeme abilities to atuate, ſome Talents to inf | 
prove , it follows by all Jaws of inference} 
that thoſe who have received the moſt of the 
can of all others the leaſt reaſonably pret 
to apexemption, but muſt on the contrary be 
acknowledged under., the. conſtraint of the 
ſtronger and more numerous ties, the gener 
duty which herein lies upon all, extending 
and ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral branches, ar 
Fording tothe quality and proportion of mens 
{eres , 


- 
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uh 2. Hence it comes to paſs, that mens call- 
if ings and imployments become ſo various, not 

oY by the free choices of the ſeveral men, 
but even by the dire&ion and affignation of 
bf God and nature, becauſe one man is furniſhed 
{if with an, ability, which qualifies him for one 
fort of calling, another is by his diſtin& pro- 
priety markt out for anather. And hence alſo 
it is, that thoſe callings, which are diſtin& 
inſeveral perſons, may come to be united in 
one man, becauſe the ſeveral abilities, which 
conſtitute thoſe Callings, concurring in him, - 
the duties mult by unavoidable conſequence 
do ſo alſo. This is in ſome degree obſervable 
in moſt men, who beſides the general powers 
common to mankind, do receive ſome pecu- 
liar in order to ſome ſpecial end, and ſo are ob- 
| liged not onely to thoſe exerciſes which be- 
long indifferently to their whole ſpecies, but 
to thoſe alſo for which they are individually 
qualified, Thus thoſe whom God hath called 
to Chriſtianity, are by that impowered for 
thoſe performances which that holy profeſſion 
exacts, and ſo have the calling of Chriſtians 
ſuperadded to the other, which either natural 
or civil obligation had laid upon them ; fo 
thatthe ſame man may bave various callings, 
in relation to his differing capacities, un- 
leſs -as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls into the 

etative, the anima] and the rational, which 
in ſtricter ſpeaking may be ſaid to be only di- 
vers operations of the ſame ſoul , fo in 
erat 
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truth what we terme ſeveral caſlings, be but the | 
lame comprehenſive one, \tretching it ſelfin 
to the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. 

3. I need nor attempt to evince the impro- 
priety of che phraſe *rwill ſerve my end a 
well chat they paſsfor ſeveral, and the appli. þ 
cation I ſhall make of it, is ro ſhew thoſe who 
are unwilling to heare of any Calling at all 
that they have obligations indiſpenſable tg 
morethen one. They have whatever can belong 
ro them as men, they have alſo what belongs 
to them as Chriſtians , and they have alſo Ware 
a peculiar addition appertaining to them ag 
Gentlemen, that is by interpretation, choſe yer 
who are diſtinguiſhed from the vulgar, not Brio 
only dy empty names and aery titles, but by cr 
real donatives, diſtributed ro them by God, as 
ſo many diltin&t advantapes, fertile and pro- 
lifical abilities, rowards the bringing him in 
his expe&ed harveſt of honor and glory, 

4. Ic is too mach to be doubted, many of 
them may need admonition concerning the 
two former of theſe callings , the duties even 
of men, much more of Chriſtians being {6 
farr worne out of practice, that they ſeem 
to be our of memory too, or if they be at all 
refleted on, *cis with the ſame ſcorn that 
the antiquated habits of our. forefathers are, 
as things fit only to dreſs a man up, an ob- 
iet of laughter and deriſion. But this would 
be r00 ra a Theme, and beſides is ſuperſe 


ded by the many pious labors of others ; m 
; purpole 
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ng nified in the fatal doom of ſuch fothfut x 
vaſits; if they will envy him the more age 
able ſatisfaQtion of beſtowing rewards , | 


cannot defraud him of that (though infer 
of executigg vengeance. 


SecrTt. [I]: 


T he Particulars of the Ge 


tleman's Advantages abou 


others. 


Ut to dwell no longer on Genera 

I ſhall deſcend ro Particulari 

thoſe Advantages, by which the 

are ſevered and diſcriminated fre 

the vulgar, and which conſequently by beit 
peculiar to them, devolve on them an oblig 
tion of a diſtin&t Duty. And here I ſhall 
careful to prevent diſpute, and therefore t 

in none but what are fo obvious, as to be un 
verſally acknowledged; and then having 
premiſſes granted , 1 ſhall hope they will « 

betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as ton 

fiſt or diſclaim the Concluſion. 
2, I begin with chat advantage which the 
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e earlieſt poſſeſt of, that of an ingenuous 
ul Sed refined Education, of which, I hope none 
agrefhar hath had it, will ſo far confute the Efficacy, 
» thnfigro deſpiſe and undervalue. What the Apoſtle 
eriehroes in a higher Argument, Rew- 9. may be 
pliable here. Mens mindes are naturally of 
ie ame Clay, Education is the Potters. hand 
id wheel that forms them into Yeſſels of hor 
or diſhmey 3 and though experience ſhews 
us, it is too poſſible for Men to deface thoſe 
nobler Impreſſions which. they have ehms re- 
ceived , yet thatmakes it not ceaſe to bein it 
ſelf a moſt eſtim3ble Bleſſing, any more then 
that excellency of Gods Image wherein Man 
Jas created, could be defamed by hus fall. It 
is certain, there is no Humane means more et- 
fe&tual rowards the refining and ſharpning 
Mens intelle&s,giving them an edge and quick- 
neſs, andthat the more, becauſe it cakes them 
er inthat Age whereintheir faculties are, as their 
art joynts , pliant and tractable, and fo capable 
Wy of being by exerciſe improved into great de- 
oy orees, both of firength and aftivity. This Ad- 
el vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the 
ligh expenceſulneſs of ſuch a breeding, ſers it bes 
alll yoad their reach ; The indigence of whoſe 
CarY condition , doth on the contrary determine 
 UUY their purſuits to that onely , which may bring 
6 VF them in a ſubſiſtence, faſtens them to the Shop - 
| wy or Plough, and fo leaves their mindes unculci- 
Ong vated and unapt for thoſe more excellent = 
dyRions which the happier Iaſtizurion - n- 
tlemen 
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tlemen enabie them for ; as we ſee it obſ: 
by the Wiſeman, Zeclef, 38-25. to theend 
that Chapter. 

3. A ſecond Advantage is that of WealthWit 
which to Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it wenf / 
rained down from the Clouds, both in reſpe by 
of the plenty and the eafineſs of its acquiſitic 
Fair Patrimonies, lar:e Inheritances deſteniſit 
on them withour one drop of their ſweat, oneſſ 
minutes toyl or follicirude, as if they were thejem 
undoubted Heirs of the 7/-aelires Bleſlings it 
Succeflors in their Canaa»,who were to Poſſ;/ft0 
Hon'es fwull of all good things which they (lf | 
wot , and Wells digged which they digged nnt;\er 
Vinryaras and Olwetrees which they plant 
wt, aSit 1s D*vt 6 11, The Poet hath places 
ir inthe front of his Inventory, the prime inin 
gredient in the compleatelt feliciry of this life bi 
Res nan 0 w ta labore [e4 relifta;, whereas ont 
other fide the lower rank of Men fetch theirfſjof 
meer neceſſaries our of the Earth, which beſſſu 
ing, as it were, hardned and petrified by A4emm 
ſin, mult be mollified and ſuppled with ther ac 
ſwear, before it will become penetrable, wile 
not yield them food, but gives them alſo xt 
portion of ſorrow with it : They muſt firſt bebe 
corn wi:hthoſe Thorns and Briars which coat 
ver her ſurface, before they can fetch nouriſ*® 
ment out of her Bowels, they mult buy the 
Bread with their ſweat,as if they had ingroſſedj' 
the penalty of cheir firit Fathers fin, while} 
Gentlemen ſweat onely by the engagement ofNPe 

Le! 
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heir ſports, or by the dire&ion of the Phy- 
endeffiftian, co digeſt their fulneſs of Bread, which 
; one muſt confeſs a ſufficient inequa» 


ealthRlity. 
wenl 4- A third is that of Time. This depends 
eſpe by way of conſequence on the former, for 
fition8God baving made fuch liberal proviſions for 
ſcendſibem , thus prevented them with the Bleliings 
. onefſof his Goodneſs, they can have no need ro 
re theſemploy their time to gain that, wherewith 
ings they already abound ; and ſo being exempt: d 
»,/from that one devouring expence of it, have 
þ lelfja great ſtock to beſtow on other more excel» 
{ »ot;Flent purpoſes ; whereas the poor Man hath 
/antelfſarce any vacant minute, or ſuch as he can call 
laces own ; they are all foreſtalled by thoſe preſs- 
ne inJing neceſſities which lie unremoveable upon 
s life bim ; bis day-bours are challenged by his la. 
n theſſbor, bis nights by his reit ; and the ſatis/ying 
theirfÞof theſe Claims ſo neceſſary, that his own 
h be ſupport, perhaps that alſo of a numerous fa- 
4emimily depends upenit ; and therefore he may 
ther oot attempt to defeat them: So thatif Time 
will de ro be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly 
tis, here isa ſecond ſort of Poverty to which 
be is expoſed as a reſulr of the former , and 
another manifeſt inequality berween him and 
uriſtthe Gentleman, 
ther 5- A fourth is that of Authority, by which 
ofſed3i mean not that which belongs to thoſe which 
hiletzre advanced to Publick Office, for that being 
nt olfpeculiar to ſome few onely , will not bear a 
the! diſtin& 
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diſtin& part in my preſent conſideration ; 
I underſtand by itthat more private influ 
which Gentlemen generally have on thgſe t 
are their Dependents. And this alſo may 
reckoned an effe&-of the former,their Weak 
For in,proportionto that, the number of $ 
vants, Tenants, and Penſtoners,' (yea, perk 
of Friends too) is to be meaſured; and 0 
all theſe they have ſomewhat (though not 
abſolute deipotical dominion , yet ) of i 
and prevalency. On the other ſide, the pe 
Mans authority is bounded within the narre 
circyit of his little Cottage, being ig effeR 
other then the propagation of that Po 
Nature hath given him over his own Bod 
to thoſe Branches that ſpring from it, I 
Children; and to that Cien which is ingrafft 
into it, his Wife: And if he ſhall bur pee 
out of this little Principality, attempt toil 
large his Territories, and preſcribe to at 
forreigner,he will ſoon be taught how little 
joey is acknowledged, and conſequently 

ow preat a diſtance he [tands in thisparticul 
alſo from the Gentleman. | 

6. The fifth is that of Reputation 

Eſteem ; which as the World goes is a ſhadt 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealt 
and Honor, are the things that render 
perſon conſiderable amongſt Men , prepal 
them with an aptneſs to embrace his Diatejy® 
to conſider his Counſels, to tranſcribe 
Copies; and though now it often falls out 
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an unjuſt meaſure, p perhaps it may have 

p unjuſt Original: For if ſuch perſons did 
make uſe of thoſe advantages they have, to 
make their Mindes as rich as their Fortunes, 
this were but their due: And therefore if itbe 
paid them upon this ſuppoſition, it is they 


rh. onely that are guilty of the injultice, by de- 


fearing the ground of it. But by what tenor 
ſoever they bold ir, *cis ſure , it may bemade 
an apt Inſtrument to many good purpoſes,and 
therefore well deſerves to be accounted into 
the number of their advantages. But now if 

look on the poor Man, 'you ſhall ſee him 
Faded with Contemprs, from which, no in- 


I ward Excellencies he poſſeſſes can reſcue him. 
A It isthe obſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that 
ff the poor mans wiſdom us deſpiſed, Eccleſ.g, 16. 
I $o hatred and ſcorned a thing is Poverty, that 


it ſeems the Fate of it is infeRious, and caſts 


_—_— upon the moſt eſtimable things that 
co 


abit with it The World is ſo full of in- 
ſtances of this truth,that we need go no higher 
then our own times; but if we ſhould look 
back, we may finde one as ancient as Fob, who 
in his own perſon-experimented theſe diſtant 
ſets of Proſperity and Adverſity, whilehe 


(if wis in a flouriſhing condition Afen gave ear 
M to bim, aud Waited, and kept flence at his coun- 


1 vil 
Rare 
be 

out iF* 


ſel. After his Words, they [pake not again, and 
+ foxl dropped on them, 7ob 29. 21, 22, But 


m the next Chapter we tinge the Scene quite 
Sanged, and thisxeverenced + 
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ſon 1s become a /ong anda by-word to the ad 

of men. | ſhall readily acknowledge thi 
jurious treating of the poor to be a great Bulk, 
bariſm : But though there can nothing be ill, 
ferred from it as de jwre, yet its being fo 
fate, proves all I am about to aſſert, 

The great unevenneſs that is (in this inſtar 

as well as the former) between Gentlemen 

their Inferiors, 

7. Having given this Schedule of unde 
able Priviledges they enjoy, 1 ſhall before 
proceed farthgr, befeech them here to mak 
ftand, and (ob: rly to conſider whither it 
imaginable, that God hach put ſo many exc 
lent Inſtruments of ARtion into their har 
onely to make them leſs ative.” That were 
accuſe the Divine Wiſdom of ſuch an unskilk 
kinde of managery, as the ſhalloweſt Huma 
Providence falls not under. Will any of the 
be at the care and expence to furniſh a Serv 
with all Materials and Utenſils for Work, wit 
no other deſign, but that he may ſpend h 
time either in {leep or riot. Tf they will not, 
ſhall ask how they would like a Servantth 
Mould fo abſurdly pervert their intentions 
And according to the anſwer they give to that 
leave chem to conclude of their own accept 
ableneſs, with their great Maſter ; whor 

 onely in a ſingle inſtance, but in an habin 
courſe behive themſelves as prepoſterouſly, 
cannot ſee how ſuch a reflexion, if made wl 
any ſeriouſneſs, can mils of being atcengY}” 


(_ 


ad 


ith a ſevere ſelf: condemnation, and then that 
mg fo proper a baſis and ground-work , 
hould me thinks by a kinde, even of natural 
ergy, invite them to ſuperſtru& on it more 


| 


E, 
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looble and Chriſtian purpoſes , that they who 


ywilling to be Idolized, may not yet any 
wer be willing to be indeed Idols ( have 
whe and ſpeak nor, ec F ſal, 135: as many 
ative powers, asthoſe have Organs) but 
y. rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſem- 
ce to that Divine Eſſence, whoſe opera. 
xs are as Inceſſant as Excellent, and by an 
intermitted Induſtry in employing thoſe ad- 
tages God hath pur into their hands,anſwer 
deſign in betowing them. 


+ ſo apt to expe&t Adoration from others, 


_—_ 
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Setcrt. I V. 


The Branches of hw Callin 
' founded in the firit AP 
vantage, that of Educapi 


Cation. 


\ Prefume it is by this time rendred Wl; 
ficiently evident, chat a Gentleman hath; 
a Calling , it is now ſeaſonable tou 
vance, and ſhew what that is, and 
this the' ground hath already been laid int, 
laſt Se#5on by the enumeration of thoſe penif; 
liar Advantages he poſſeſſes, which ven, 
thoſe Talents committed to his manapery, 
Calling will be che moſt exactly anatomn 
and diſtfibuted into its parts, by unfoldi 
thoſe ſeveral Branches of his Receits, ande 
amining what improvements each of theaakgg 
capable of, which as ſo many diſtin Linh; | 
make up the entire Body of his Calling. h 
2. This I ſhall do, notonely in the gray; 
but ſeverally, through every one of them, alfa 
ſhall rake che liberty of doing ic with they x 
dition of a double refletion; the one on.: 
contrary practice, the other on the ple: 


4 


Gentleman's Calling. | 21 


— _ ——— 


d fatisfaion that will infallibly attend che 
harge of this Duty, 

| bi I begin with that of their Education , 
> former part whereof commonly Com- 
nces as timely as the fipſt Exerciſes of their 
en ſon: It is fo creditable a thing to have 
hildren puc into an early nurture, that there 
few Parents ſ» careleſs of their own repu- 
dn, as to neglect ir, but do either by them» 

, or ſome others to whom they aſlign the 
barge, put them under ſuch a Diſcipline as 
7 break their natural rudeneſs and ſtubborn- 
Ss, mould them into ſome form of Ci- 
Hlity, and reach them thathrit Fundamental 


OT of Obedience, on which all future In- 


and 


| 10k 


lyancage, not onely towards the ſucceeding 
of Education, but towards the regula- 
*7 of the whole life : For by having their 
fant-Paſlions thus checked and bridled, they 

ome more tame and governable ever after. 

next part of Education, is Erudition and 
Waſtrution, and under a Succeſſion of this 
"uy are for many years : Scarce any that 
then@wns the name of Gentleman, but will com- 
t Lui his ſon to the care of ſome Tucor, either 
home or abroad, who at firſt inſtils thoſe 

© 21ludiments, proper to their tenderer years, 
-M, "Jad as Age matures their parts, ſo advances 
the wLeRures, till he have letthem in to thoſe 
00 Wcious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
ple i both Exerciſe and Delight, This is that 
=. ; G 3 Tree 


m&ions mult be built, And this is a huge * 


* 
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A 


Tree of Knowledge , upon which there lie 
 interdi, which inſtructs not, - as that in 8 
did, by fad and coſtly experience, but by&i 
and ſafe intuitions, and may well be lookedaF® 
as a principal Plant in that Paradiſe, whe 
God hath placed this rank of Men. | 
4+ Theſe two parts of Education unite® 
qualifie a man for many excellent purpokelf 
Ic will be :mpoſſhble to enumerate all, becaf® 
a minde thus ſubdued and cultivated, muſt 
owe the opportunities of many actions to 
ward circumſtances and occaſions, which 
ing various and accidental, can with nog 
tainty be brought intd the account , bur 
ſtracting from theſe, there are divers more! 
trinſick benefits, which nothing but a M 
ſelf can fruſtrate; and thoſe alone I ſhalli 
liſt on, | 
5- Firſt, a Man thus Educated, is better pt 
pared to reſiſt all Errors that may invade 
Underſtanding, his diſcerning Faculty is m 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround 
Propoſition, and diſcover the infirm and 
ble parts; and fo is not tobe impoſed 1 
by ſuch ſlight Sophiſms as caprivate K 
herds of the vulgar. This Advantage, | 
apparent he hach, and it is his duryto mi 
uſe of it, to examine cautiouſly the grot 
of an Opinion, before he give up his 
ro it, and not to betray his Reaſon, eithe 
his Slo:h, by neglecting co give ita comp 
diſcuſlion ; or to his Intereſt, by : wi 
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iehencs rather by their proficableneſs then 
ir truth. This certainly is the leaſt 'tharis 
ppoſeable to be required of chem in this par- 
gular, and fureit is ſo moderate an injunRi- 
as the moſt mucinous humor can have no 
"Fempcation to quarrel at; For who could 
think bim a ſevere impoſer, who having tur- 
ſhed'a man with a light co direct him chrough 
Jhme dark paſſage, ſhould onely require hum R 
to blow it out ? 
6, And as be hath this Advantage in reſpe&t 
f bis Underſtanding, fo hach he in the ſecond 
Fplace, in relation to his Will ; which chough 
be a free faculty , and conſequently cannot 
-Ybe forcibly determined to any thing, . yer it is 
capable of perſwaſions and iaducements, and 
Fiuſually bended and inclined by chem, it muſt 
"therefore be a fair ſtep towards the reRifyin 
Jof the Will, when the intelle& is ſtored wit 
Arguments and Incentives to goodneſs: And 
Fthis Learning muſt be ſuppoſed to provide for, 
Jinleſs we will exclude out of the Scheme, both 
Morality and Divinity ; for each of thoſe will 
yield variety of ſuch Arguments : Morality 
preſent Vertue as perfectly amiable in ir 
WF and fo fit to be embraced for its own ſake, 
and not onely ſo , bur alſo as highly progtable. 
andadvancagious to us, as being that which 
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A p _— ſublimeſt perteRtion to our Natures, 
ihe} i (weetelt reſt and tranquility to our Mindes, 
ee in aword, a full fatistaRion to all our Ra. 
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and ſuperadds what infinitely tranſcends it, 
aſſurance of thoſe eternal and glorious rewank 
in another world, and theſe ſurely are 
tempting alleftives, as are very proper 
attraRt the will to chuſe whar appears thy 
excellent, thus defireable, provided they 
juſtly repreſented to it. And the doing th 
the preſſing theſe motives home upon the 
and that in refutation of all the contrary « 
ceiveable pretenſions of vice, is the firſt pant 
of their obligation. But then there is alſo4 
ſecond, and that is, that they permit themſelve 
to be perſwaded by ſuch efficacious argument, 
and aftually conform their wills to theſe & 
Rates of their underſtanding, that is, that they 
really and effeRively be fuch men, as their e 
cationdire&ts and requires them to be : Which 
being the work of their wills, *twill be abſurl 
to plead impodſibiliry or infirmity , fince *m 
manifeſt they may if they will; which is ſuch 
a degree of liberty, as ſerves in all other in 
ances to denominate a man a free agent, anl 
ſuch as all puniſhments and rewards both & 
vine and humane are founded on 
7. A third advantage is in relation to hy 
AﬀeQions, which being the inferior and mort 
brutiſh part of the man, are yer ſo impetuow 
and aſſuming, that they are very apt to w— | 
the dominion over the nobler faculties , 
where they gain ir, the event is anfweradk 
to what we ſee in States where the Commer 
podple lyrexrreſied the Sceptar, all is pu ins 
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it, tel @nfafion. Now that which may prevent theſe 
{vil broils in the ſoul, and ſecure the govern. 
ment ro the proper Soveraign, may well be 
an advantage And to this, nothing 

= @cerly humane is more conducing then Edu- 
cy beff ation. For firſt, that early diſcipline which 
| thatY we preſumed, one part of it puts a bridle in che 
mouths of theſe headſtrong paſſions, which by 

many repeated as of reſtraint at laſt forget 
Jl their native feritie, and become more calm and 
tractable. But then Erudition compleats this 
conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt, and by a 
dexcrous managerie not only reſtrains, but 
FM guides him, and makes him ſerve to many uſe- 
ful purpoſes, renders theſe mutinous Rebels 
zot only captived Slaves, but good Subje&s, 
obedient to the laws of Reaſon All this Edu- 
ation is of it ſelf aptly diſpoſed rode, if men 
will not take the Bealts part againſt ir, en- 
courage him to plunge, till he have thrown 
the Rider. And all that is in this particular 
required of them, is but to hold faſt thoſe reins 
that are thus pur into their hands, to keep their 
| Aﬀections in ſuch a juſt fubjeRion, char they 
0 hu may receive, not give laws, Thus we ſee the in- 
mor} fluence which Education hath on all the efſen- 
tuowy tial parts ofa mans mind : And were it here ſo 
uſury} immured and cloſed up, that it could make no 
fallies at all thence ; did the ſoul, like Gedeon's | 
rabk fleece, ingroſ$ all this precious dew , yet whilſt 
mer that received fuch liberal infuſions, it would 


; 100F Tre ly evince this to be no mean incon- 
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fiderable advantage. Bur it i« indeed impoſfible 
it ſhould be ſo contin'd; for if it be permitzed 
to make theſe impreſſions within, as heat i 
the center fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the cir- 
cumference, ſo certainly will it extend and 
manifeſt it ſelf in the more viſible effe&s, all the 
products and emanacions of a mind chus regy- 
lated will own their original, bear the image 
of cher parent. 

8. And firſt his Behaviour will be affable 
and civil, not inſolent and imperious ; as one 
that knows humanity and gentleneſs is a com: 
mon debt to mankind, and therefore will not 
think fic to contra or dam up his civility into 
ſo narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſwell into 
complement, and mean flattery towards thoſe 
above, and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend on 
thoſe beneath him , but diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, 
that all channels may be filled with it. *Tis 
true, the depth of ſome will require a greater 
proportion to that filling, then others ; and 
there "tis not to be doubted but he mav be more 
lideral ; only in the mean time the ſhallower 
are not to remain dry : Let the inequality be 
ſuch as proceeds only from the capacities of 
the Subje&ts, not from the partiality of the 
Agent, and he prevaricates no part of his duty 
in this matter. 

9. Scondly, his Words will be temperate 
and decent, the produ& of judgmeat, not of 
rage : For he that hath calmed his paſſions 
hath nothing co betray him to raſh, angry, ya 
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rude language; this is a foam which is caſt up 
only by the billows of a turbulent rempeituous 
mind, and can never be che iſſues of a ſerene 
compoſed temper, To this it is but proporti- 
onable,that chey be alſo weighty and material. 
A wiſe mans words, faith the Son of Srach, 
are weighed in the ballance ; and therefore he 
that hath improved his Equcation to that pitch 
of proficiencie, will ſurely look his diſcourſe 
be ſuch, as may anſwer that character, which 
muſt at the leaſt ſuppoſe it to have ſomerhing 
of ſolidiry, no man ever atrempring to put 
froth and bubbles into the ſcales: And not 
only ſo, bur it muſt alſo preſume it to have 
ſomething of uſe and value , for, who ever 
takes pains to weigh what for its uſeleſneſs and 
meanneſs he intends to caſt out as refuſe? And 
both theſe qualifications are very eflential 
parts of a Gentlemans diale&, the one oppoſed 
to light and fooliſh, the other to unſeaſonable 
diſcourſe : For as the one hath nothing of 
weight ( unleſs it be that of a burden to rhe 
hearers ) ſo the other can have nothing of uſe, 
nor conſequently of worth, that being to be 
meaſured by the aptneſs of it to che perſons 
to whom it is addreffed. It ſhould be the en- 
deavor of thoſe whom God hath endued wich 
knowledge, to convey as much of benetic and 
inſtrugion to others, as they can; in order 
whereunto *cis- neceſſary they adapt their 
ſpeech to the capacities of thoſe they treat 
with, otherwiſe let them diſcourſe never K 

ela- 
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elaboratly, they will rather confound then edi: 
fie, and appear to affe& more to boaſt, then 
communicate their knowledge. 

10. Laſtly, bis Employments will be worthy 
and ingenuous, A Man that hath this inward 
Nobility of Minde ſaperadded to that of his 

* Birch, will abhor to buſie himſelf viciouſly or 
impertinently : he hath thoſe qualifications, 
which render him uſeful, and he muſt give 
himſelf thoſe Exerciſes, whereby he may be 
come the moſt eminently ſo. If by juſt autho- 
rity he be aſligned to any publick charge, he is 

- toembrace it cheerfully , not as a prize either 
to Ambition or Covetouſneſs , but as an op- 
portunity of Vertue ; a ſphere wherein he 
may move the moſt vigoroufly in the ſervice 
of God, and his Countrey. Bur this hapning 
but to few, it is neceſſary he have ſome other 
reſerve of aQion, and ſuch ſurely, he that in. 
duftriouſly deſigns it, cannot want, wherein 
though perhaps his influence will not be fo. 
general as in that, yetit may fall very auſpici- 
ouſly on many; and when all thoſe occaſions 
are exhauſted too, when all dire& operations 
are at a ſtand, hemay yet berake him to the 
reflex'd,- imploy his aRivity upon himſelf, 
which will always remain a proper obje& of 
his Induſtry, he being, though a rich, yer {till 
ſuch an improveable ſoyl, as will incourage 
and reward hs aan though never ſo 
often repeated. And now 1 ſhall prefumeir 
apparent, That Education is 3 moſt eſtimable 


Trgaſure, 
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Freafure , a precious Mine that contains ſo 
many rich veins. O, why ſhould any that 


eſs it, ſuffer themſelves to be poor, meerly 
' for want of diligence in digging out the 


drthy 

ward | Ore! | 

f his 11. And would to God that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, ſuch as none were concerned 


in : But they that look on the Manners of 


po. many that have bad this happy Inſtitution, 
; be. | will finde too great cauſe ro wonder and be- 


wail, that ſo hopeful a Seeds-time ſhould pro» 
duce ſo ſlender, nay, ſo degenerate a Crop 
Asif obs curſe were here exemplified, ob 31. 
40. Thiſtles to grow in ftead of Wheat, and 
Cockle in ſtrad of Barley. Plutarch tells us 
of a voyce frozen in the midſt of a River, that 
became audible by che thaw, and applies it to 
Moral Precepts taught in youth, but aRtuated 
by age. The Simile ſpeaks him to have lived 


wy in berter times, for in theſe,the voyce diſſolves 
- ſo, | with the Ice, leaves not ſo much as an eccho be- 
lick hinde it. Men now make it the buſineſs of their 
Air riper years, to unravel not the follies, but che 
ons ſearning of their youth, no fooner are they 
the got from under the Diſcipline of others, but 
If the firſt a& of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe 
\ of | notions which have been inftilled into them : 
ill And here they are ſuch ſevere Lito-s, that the 
Le mildeſt infliction is to gag and binde them, de- 
ſo prive them both of voice and motion; nor 
eit are they ordinarily fatisfied with this, but as if 
ble | they feared they would, like impatient Cap» 


tives, 


|| hs 
' 
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' of their mindes, that not the leaſt footſteps of 


tives, watch ſome advantage to break look 
again, their tinal doom is Oltraciſm, they and 
their Linage , all ſober Counſels derived from 
them, are utterly expulſt, fo totally raſed out 


them remain ; and all this under the name of 
Pedaniry, a title, which it is probable their 
great averſion to their Teachers, ſuggelts to 
them, as che moſt pachetick reproach, as if 
they meant now to be revenged on Learning 
and Tutor together , for attempting to make 
them wiſe againſt their wills. 

12, And now when the Root is thus ſtockt 
up, there is little expeRation of Fruit, and 
therefore he chat ſhall here look for thoſe fore- 
mentioned effe&ts of Education, will be more 
diſappointed, then Chriſt. ſeemed to be by the 
Fig-tree, That, though fruitleſs, yet afforded 
leaves ; but here we are not to hope for {0 
much, no ſign chat ever there was ſuch a plant 
in the ſoyl: Let us briefly review thoſe ſeve- 
rals, and ſee what of them is ordinarily to be 
met with. 

13. Andfirſt for the reſiſting of Errors, we 
uſually finde Gentlemen, no Heroes in this 
point, their Underſtandings are as phiant, as 
ſeducible, as thoſe who rever had their means 
of fortifying them; and if they do indeed re- 
jeR Errors, it is commonly by che ſame Enging, 
wherewith :hey caſt off Truth, viz. Their 
inconſideration of both, as nor being able to 
endure ſo much ſeriouſneſs and intgntion 'of | 
| 44 | minde, 
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look {minde, as may ſerve toenter them of any opi» 


jon: They have tranſplanted their diſcerning 
Kculty from their Intelle& to their Senſes, and 
ad it there ſo full, ſo inceſſant imployment, 
that ir can never be at. leiſure ro revert to 
&holaſtick diſquiſitions. They can diſcern ex- 
zRly the moſt minute error in their garment, 
hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the Laws 
ofthe Mode, are moſt exquiſite Judges 1n all 
that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and can the 
ever think fit to trouble their heads (whoſe lea 
Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed ) with 
abſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found out ſo 
much a more eaſfie exerciſe of their faculties 
ifany ſhall think this charaRer partakes of 
the Satyre, I ſhall beſeech him ro compare it 
with the true ſtate of our young Gallants in this 
point, and then upon the ſame account that 
cold and ſcanty praiſes go for detraQtion, I 
ſhall expe this very imperfe&t and partial ar- 
cuſation may paſs for Panegyrick. 

14. Next for the regulation of their Wills, 
that advantage depends lo much on the former, 
that of their Underſtandings, that what evacu- 
atesrbat, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to doe 


the ſame for this alſo. Ir is not imaginable that 


be who hath defaced all his principles, whether 
moral or divine, or at leaſt never revolves or 
conſiders them, ſhould receive any mfluence 
from chem, ſince they operate not but by a 
ditin& application. And here ſhould I ask 
many Gext/emen, when they ever ſo much as 
4 attempted 


lem. 


"» The Gentleman's Calling, 


attempted any thing of this ſort, I feare th 
would be forced to quarrel at the incivility 
the queſtion, to evade the neceffity of ank | 
ingit ; But God knows their actions ſpe 
roo loud, that their buſineſs is to obey, 1 
preſcribe , ro fulfill, not regulate their wi 
Nay indeed *tis too frequent, that inſtead 
conforming their wills to their principles, the 
model and transforme their principles ts tha 
wills, herein verifying Ariſftot/es obſervatic 
that Pleaſures are corruptive of Princip 
and fo by this one art of inverſion, the face 
things is quite changed ; Vertue which 
books repreſented to them as lovely and hond 
rable, is now thought to have gained tf 
luſtre only by the flattery and varniſh of t 
painters, and fois decryed as the moſt un 
able,deſpicable creature, and on the other {i& 
all the contrary vices are taken from under 
that black veile, Philoſophers or Divi 
have put upon them, and are furbiſhed a 
trim'dup, ferto open view, as the moſt ſpk 
did, glorious things, the molt adorning accony, 
plifſhments of a Genr/eman. 

Is. Andto ſecurethis tranſmutation, 
God himſelf muſt have his part in ir, be conhy 
c:uded to have bin all this while miſrepreſent, 
in theſe charaRers of Purity and Juſtice, Þ 
word has made of him, and to have laid ij 
ſach ſevere reſtraints upon men, as that t 
us of. That Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-denu 
Morrtification, 8c. were but the creations' 
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* Wl me melancholy Recluſes, who would then 
uy eaviouſly impoſe thoſe bands upon others, 
nimey gherewith they had fooliſhly fetter'd them» 
 tpelf elves, that God is more indulgent to Mens ap- 
Y, MF petites, which they may fatiate here, as they 

muy eaſe, without thoſe future dangers Preach- 
cad Wers fright them with, Thar this is the new 
s, ey Gentile Divinity, we need nor appeale to Mens 
» tell yes, their words openly proclaiming it, not 
Yatol without much ſcorn and contempt of their 
cio fie ſimplicity , who govern themſelves by 
the other, yet as if this would nor ſufficiently 
Ky rrovide for impiety, as if they were conſcious 
06F ofthat abſurdiry, which indeed chere is in de- 
faing God an abettor and favorer of vice, 
*Fnany have advanced a ſtep higher, taking a 
nore compendious courſe, and ſince they can- 
"yoot bring God over to their party, make him 
"Sch as will ſerve their turn, will unmake him, 
by becoming flat Atheiſts, Of this there are 
"$00 to0 many inſtances, and *tis to be feared 
Ilbe many more, whilſt to all other ſenſual 
alurements that opinion makes to its Proſclites, 
lis is added, that it is become a creditable 
Jung, the badge and ſignature of a modern 
"Vit, thus to be one of Davias fooles, in /aying 
Wirre is 10 God. 


A. 16. Inthe next place, let us deſcend to the 
we eetions, and ſee what effects of their edu« 
_ > $a0n is diſcernible there, And truly chat 


"$<ms to be no other, then what is obſervable? 
--Piadam, put to intercept the courſe of ſome 
| A LY rapid 
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rapid ſtreame, which ſo ſoon as it is either re. 
moved or borne down, the torrent puſhes 
with ſo much the greater violence, for having 
had that oppoſition; ſo here when the re 
ſtraints, which bridled their minority, are ta- 
ken off, their paſtions ſwell to a higher degree 
of impetuoſity, they ceaſeto be boyes and men 
together, the Man is diſmounted, looſes the 
reins, and is dragg*d whither the fury of the 
beaſt direts; A fad change, yet daily too 
viſible in many, for alas what is more ordinary 
then to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominion 
of theſe brutiſh appetites, ſometimes tranſpor- 


* tedbya Rage to the greateſt Undecencies, nay 


Davgers ; ſometimes hurried by a Luſt like the 
poſſelt perſon. Mar. 9, 22, through fireand 
water, the moſt deſperate diſtrutive attempts 
and have nothing bnt rottenneſs and difeak 
as the final prize of all thoſe difficult adver 
tures; ſomerimes drowned in ſwiniſh Intempe 
rance; and ſometimes again intombed in th 
Earth, buried as it were alive by fordid cove 
tuouſneſs, as if they meant to tranſcribe tho 

not the innocence, yet the ſufferings of t 

Primitive Chriſtians, in being torne in peect 
by wild Beaſts. Oh, that they might oncebe 
brought to relinquiſh this abſurd fortitude, 
thartthof who laugh at the precept of turniny 
the other cheek, A1at, 5. 39 would not nere 
infivitly over-a&t it, and give up themſelve 
to he Euffeted, vea ſlaughter'd by theſe rhe 
cruelleſt Enemies, nor be ſuch Platonick love 
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The 
of Martyrdom, as to chuſe only this, whereto 
there is no Crown annexed, but what is worne 
inthe Kingdom of darkneſs 
17. And now ſince we are thus to ſeek of 


theſe inward effets, we can with no reaſon 


re ta: | 
epree hope for any of rhoſe outward, which are the 
4 men {| reſulcs and conſequences of theſe. And then 
s the | *ewill be no wonder to obſerve Gentlemen be- 


have themſelves diſdainfully and imperiouſly, 
as if they could not ſet a juſt value on theme 
ſelves, without che unjuſt contempt of others. 
'Tis true indeed, this is commonly a Wind that 
blows but one way, down the hill, onely upon 
thoſe below them, upwards they breathe gentle 
gales, it being one of their moſt ſtudied fa* 
culties,.to perform all a&ts of the moſt ſupers« 
erogating Civility to thoſe above them ; but 
when that Civility is throughly ſcanned, it 
will prove a greater injury then the contrary 
Rudeneſs ; *cis made up of ſuch hollow pro- 
ſeſſions, ſuch groſs flatteries, as are much worſe 
then reproaches, nay ſeldom fail ro be aually 
ſeconded with them ; there being nothing 
more uſual, then to revile and deride choſe ac 
a diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore, And theſe now become ſuch eſ- 
tude} fential indiſpenſable parcs of good breeding, 
in} that the wan of either inevicably betraies a 
man to the title of a filly Ruitick, Flatteries 
and Deſpiſings being the rwo contrary cle- 
ments, whereof he whom they call a Fine 

Gentleman, is to be compounded. 
| D 2 $8, This 
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18. This gives an account alſo of ſome part 
of his Diale&t, which thus far anſwers little 
to thoſe requiſite qualincations, Weight and 
Uſefulneſs ; there being nothing more trivial 
or uſ#leſs, then theſe two parts of converſati- 
on, and 'twere well if no worſe epithers be- 
longed to them, Bur if we look alſo into the 
re{t, they will ordinarily appear to carry. pro- 
portion with theſe : *Tis every mans obſerva- 
tion, that no ſpring will riſe higher then its 
firſt head ; And then words being bur the iſſues 
of the Mind, where that wants the ballaſt of 
ſober and vertuous Notions, *cois no wonder if 
the diſcourſe be light and aery. *Twere eaſie 
to exemplifie in the ſeveral ſorts of it adapted 
to the ſeveral humors of men ; but 'cis alſo {6 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact by 
tranſcribing the impertinence too. But what 
ſuch frothy diſcourſe is naturally , the moſt 
ſerious may become by accident: And thus || * 
we ſee it the infirmity of ſome, who ſo far re || + 
tain their Education, as to have their Minds 8 
better repleniſhed, ro vent cheir plenty ſo ur || * 
ſeaſonably or afﬀecedly, that it produces no- || | 
thing of benefit to the hearers, but rebounds | 

a 


injuriouſly with the aſpertion of vanity upon 


themſelves. 
19. But ſuch is the miſery of rhis Age, that 


ic were a fair compolition, it Gentlemen could } 4 
be periwaded to reduce their Diſcourſe only t 
10 4 pxyative fort of Ilineſs ; *cwere ſomwhat t 
colerabl?, if as on the one {ide they did not : 


muxiſter 
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Ifrie 


miniſter grace, Eph.4 29. ſo on the other they 
did not breathe infection on the hearers. Bur 
alas, what are all thoſe profane ſcoffings at 
Piery, ſo frequent among them, bur as ſo many 
- be. | Þlaſts and malevolent vapors to nip and de- 
ſtroy the praQtice of it, and ſo we ſee it too 


the 

oro- | commonly does among thoſe whoſe greener 
rva- | reſolutions ſet them not above their malignant 
1 its | influence. How does their immodeſt and ob- 


ues | f{cene talk diſperſe and ſcatter their own 1m- 
K of | pure fires, to the inflaming of others ! and 
whilſt they inſcribe upon theſe Poiſons the in- 


erif 
— viting names of Ingenuitie and Eſprit, they 
pred do not only tempt men greedily to imbibe 


© {@ | them, but even defame and proſtitute thac 
{ by Wir they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs 
vhat | for all ſavage rudeneſs to range in, and make 


moſt | a5 many Candidates for that reputation, as 
thus | there are impious and beltial menin che world. 
rre- | Ando this fort of Wit they have found out a 
inds | very proporcionable Rhetorick, I mean that 
 un- | &f their Oaths, thar helliſh piece of Oratory, 


no- | which ſo overſpreads their language, that 
(like a profuſe Embroidery that even quite 
hides the Stuff) it becomes the moſt remark- 
able part of ic. *Tis nor a little ſtrange how 
that Þ this foulet deformity hath gotcen to paſs for 
zuld | an embelliſhment and ornament of Stile , but 
»nly | fat ir doth ſo, is very viſible not only from 
the no pretence of other temptation to it, but 
alſo from that affeRted and ſtudied variety ob- 
ſervable among chem, as if they had the ſame 
D 3 con» 
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concernment for their Diſcourſe, which they 
bave for themſelves , viz. that it may every 
Year appear in ſome new piece of Dreſs, have 
ſome Oaths freſh minted to ſer it off. 

20. To all theſe we may add their vain 
Boaſtings and Aſſumings, which are often {6 
deplorably ridiculous, that *tis doubtful whe- 
ther more of pity or contempt belongs to them, 
Thus oftentimes, he that has but croſt the Seas 
to fetch a Feather and fantaſtick Meen, brags 
more of his Travels, then if he had paſs'd the 
Line, and felt the fcorchings of the Torrid 
Zone; and upon the ſtrength of this he takes 
authority to impoſe on others the moſt abſurd 
and incredible Relations, yer ſtill impoſing 
more perniciouſly on himſelf, 5.e. a belief that 
he appears very illuitrious and glorious in all 
this, and on that confidence the ſmiles which 
his auditors mean in ſcorn, ſhall be caken in 
applauſe of him, and ſo encourage thoſe follies 
they deride 

21. Indeed where this vain humor dwells, 
it will betray it ſelf in innumerable indecencies 
of ſpeech; bur never does it give it ſelf a fuller 
or worſe charaQer, then when it lets looſe to 
anger and rage, one of the moſt geruine and 
fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this 
we frequently ſee overflow in all the invenom- 
ed reproachful language imaginable, ſuch as 
one would wonder ſhould fall from the mouth 
of any, whoſe education had not been wholly 
barbarous, An inverted kind of Eloquence, 
wheret 
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= whereto ſome who hive been taught the rules 
UeY | ofberrer Rhetorick,have a great flaencie. 

— 22, If now we ſhould procced to take a 
aVe Þ \iew of their Iſnploiments, there is little doubt 

but that Teke! Dan. 5. 27. might be a proper 
n {@ || inſcription on them, yea a mild one too, Light- 

neſs and Vanity being many times the moſt 
em, | \Pnocent ingredient in them : And this is but 
"ou anatural inference from the former, for ſince 
the Principles of Actions as well as Words is 
*5 Þ within, ic will certainly operate alike in both ; 


" as water ſent from one foun:ain through ſeve. 
kes || fl pipes, 1s the ſame, and hath equal vertues 
ard | ® faulcs in each. It were too caſte to give as 
ing articalar an account of theſe as the former, 
har | du foreſeeing an occation to do that in an- 


other place, Iſhall transfer it thicher, as not 


a c_ to iterate the importunity 0n ſo un- 
a prateful a ſubject, 
lies | , 23+ And now he that ſhall conſider, that all 
' | thisis the but partial image and repreſentation 
ils, of thoſe, who have had that Education we fo 
ies | much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask 
let | Jx445*s queſtion, Ad quid perditio hec ? 
0 | Py was all this waſte of Diſcipline and Lite- 
nd | arure? to what purpoſe was fo coſtly a foun- 
his | ation laid, when the ſuperſtruQure is in the 
m- | Apoſtles phraſe I Coy. 3. 12, nothing but hay 


ard ſtubble ? Aud I doubt many defeated Pa- 
| fents have cauſe ro make this complaint ; bur 
ity | 7 fear al'o divers of chem may with jultice 
> accuſe themſelves as Acceſſories to their own 
þ wy 
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diſappointments, who by an overhaſty deſire 
of ſeeing rheir Sons men, do at once anticipme 
and fruitrate their hopes, evacuate the beneft 
of many years Education, by faking them to 
ſoon from under its benigne influence , which 
though it uſually ſpring from immoderate is 
dulgence, is yet really the greateſt ſeverity; 
For what can be more ſo, then to tie themty 
all the labor and toil of the Seedstime, force 
their Childhood to that Study and Intention 
of which that giddy age is moſt impatient, and 
then ſnatch them away at the Harveſt, ſuffer 
them to converſe no more with Learning, 
when once they grow capable of receiving 
either delight or profit by it? Thus of late x 
hath been the method of Breeding, to poſt 
them with an inconvenient ſpeed from one 
Stage to another, many times bringing then 
too ſoon to the Univerſity, but much oftner 
taking them too early from it,before they bave 


"near gained what they came thither to furniſh 


themſelves with, and from thence the next 
ſep is over the Sea, which ſoon waſhes away 
thoſe Notions, which lie crude in their brains, 
but have wanted maturity of years to digelt 
inte their manners. Indeed 'tis not imaginable 
how they ſhould retein them, they being at 
their coming abroad ſolemnly put in a dire@ 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they for- 
merly learnt, their whole time being then by 


- order to be taken up in other unſpeculative 


Exerciſes, wherein if they do happen to attain 
to 
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defire to ſome eminencie, yet 'tis ſure bur a dry ex- 
cipatf] change for what they quit for it; Bur then'tis 
eneftÞ not one in twenty, that arrives to that, the 
m too] negligence of Governors, or their own headi- 
which neſs, when they find the rein thus flackned, 
te if] often makes their progreſs little in any thing 
rity: | they are appointed to; buc in ſtead of that, 
emtof they run a full carere in all debauch Pleaſures, 
force] advance there in an inſtant to che higheſt pro- 
ntion ficiencie. I ſay not chis co decry Travelling in 
t, and general, but only the unſeaſonable time that 
ſuffer Þ ischoſen for it : He thac would really improve 
ning, his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him ar ſuch 
ivingſa mzture age, when by che help of his fore- 
ate t Þ going education his Judgment is ſetled, and 
\ pot qualified ro make uſeful obſervations, his 
1 one Manners well weighed and fixed, that ſo he 
then | may be capable of all the good Foreign climes 
fftner can afford, and ſecured from the intetion of 
have the illz like a Loadſtone, attrat things of 
roiſh } weight only, and not, like Jet, draw nothing 
next | but chaff and ſtraws. But I confeſs this a di» 
away {| greflion, and therefore return to thoſe who 
rains, | have thus embezled this precious Advantage, 
ligeſt Þ (and who have too much of their own wills 
nable init, to be able to transfer the guilt upon any 
ng at Ferror of their Parents ) beſeechiag them ſert- 
lire& Fouſly to lay ro heart this their ſo ruinous ill 
 for- Þ husbandry, and to ler at laſt ſome better fruits 
en by | of that ſeed appear ; Nor to ſuffer a Piece of 
ative || Plate, lef: ro the School or Colledge, to be the 
train Þ onely Teſtimonials that ever they were _ 
to | an 
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. thing from them without giving them any 


F 


and ſo bring thoſe ſocieties under the reproac 
of extortion, or fraud. of profeſſing learning 
but imparting none, of having taken fot 


luable conſtderation, making them any pri 
portionable returnes. But that they we 
at laſttake up this Talent thus long buried ii 
the napkin, and yet fall a trading with it 
and though the time they have loſt ſhoy 
render them deſperate of the reward of tf 
Ten Cities, *tis yet motive enough to induft 
to reſcue themſelves from the ſentence of th 
Slothful ſervant, and yet that will nor be 
for there being no middle ſtare be ween rf 
ward and pnniſhmenr, he thar delivers hit 
ſelf from the one, pars himſelf likewiſe intd1 
certain capacity of the other. Rutbeiides all 
he is to expeR hereafter, he is ſure at the tim 
of a very faire Antepalt of pleaſure here whid], 
he will immediacly reap from it. as the firlt 
fruits of the fucure rich harveſt, which rhoug 
the Law commanded to be facrificed, yet 
isthe indulgence of the Goſpel, chat it exa®], 
nothing, bur chat men would themſelves enjoj, 
them. | 
24. For ſuch is the admirable goodneſs off 
God, that he is senerally pleaſed to adapt hf, 
commands nor only to our Eternal, but Ten 
poral conceraments, for knowing the impati 
ence of our nature, that we love not to C 
pend wholly upon reverſions, he hath bin plex} 
ſed to put ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh} 


upon 
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zevery part of duty This might be evi- 


arningFced diltin&ly through the whole Codex of 
a oriſtian Precepts, his Toke 5s an eaſe, nay 
any WHIT; Toke , his burden A light burden, Mat. 


Y1-28. and from this general ground, I may 
Warrant ſufficient to affirm the like of 


» particular I am now upon. But it may be 
Os more clearly evinced, by refleCting on the 


Jeeral improvements of this Talent, which 
ve bin mention'd, as the Duty of all thoſe 


of 0s poſſeſs it, 

be 'N 25- And firſt, for that of an acute and ele. 
en 2d Underſtanding, I need appeale no fur» 
-« hin then to common Yorte, to have that pro» 
' into {{aced a very deſirable ching, it being hard 


pick out a man of ſuch an avowed bruta- 
, that will own the delpiling it, even thoſe 
bo will beat no pains to acquire, will yet 
,Fotels to eſteem it, and we may beleeve them 
.Jearneſt, if from no other argument, yet from 
> Blis, that every man affets the reputation of 
ing Wiſe, is pleaſed when he ſucceeds in that 
-*, Wine, and on the contrary is not more troubled 
'£n19)Bnd diſcomficed at any thing, then to be taxed 
ef of. Bnorance or Error. If any ſhall deny this, 
.Þ ſhall ſuſpend his confutation, till ſome body 
Ten f9roach bim with folly, and then from the 
—_ pleaſure he finds in himſelf, leave him to 
IX 1, Fonclude his own value of Wiſdome ; and in» 
| why do good men look upon a foole with 


1:s all 
1e tim 


whic 


Lb dmuch pitty, and ill mea with ſo much ſcorn, 
upon|* knowledge be Þt both a Felicity and a Cre- 


dir, 
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dit. Nor is this the ſentence only of the vuly 
who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, fry 
which they ſtand at the greateſt diſtance, br 
efpectally of the more difcerning ſort of 
who from every taſt they have had of it, k 
had their apperites ſo raiſed, that they hai 
inſatiably thirited after the fuller draughts,t 
made ſo many of the old Philoſophers reno 
the injoyment of choſe ſenſual Pleaſures, t 
offered themſelves, to £© in queſt after this of 
tranſcendent delight, aud ſoleywen to prejifter 
this in his election before Riches and Hone 
the two principal parts of worldly ſplendalf 
rotherecitude of which choice God himk 
beares Teſtimony. And now if this be in Fi 
felf fo valuable, ſo raviſhing a thing, (ulſſs 
its being here connected with duty, prove fudfer 
an allay, asto deprive it of all the guſt, 
tainly it it doe, it mult argue the palate venhi 
perverſe and diſtemper'd; for to all other, th 
one conſideration would give a reliſh and f 
vor to the dryeſt, the moſt unpleatant unde 
taking : The conſcience that I am now implogfir 
ed as I ought is ſuch a refreſhment as is adifie 
ro ſweeten the ſevereſt labor, yea the greatelſe 
ſuffering , ſhame is a thing to which huma 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet 
Apoſiles made it matter of joy, when it belle 
them /or Chriſts ſake. ARts 5.41. and 
this blefſed Copy of theirs be transformed hy 
ſtead of tranſcribed , ſhall thoſe who have nd 


fo much Chriſtian patience, as to beare the 
{lightel 
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hteſt reproach for him, have yer ſo much 
hriſtian ſtupidity, as to endure the greateſt 
poſition to him, chuſe rather to be ig- 
Wcanc, when *cis both their ſin and ſhame, 
n wiſe, when *cis their duty and reward, 
rt St. Paxls choice, and be fools againſt 
anſt, as be owns to be for him : If there be 
ſuch « Fxripedes in our clime, their unha- 
ſs will yet ſerve to illuitrate what they 
to partake of, viz. the felicity of having 
xformed this part of duty in the improve- 
nt of the underſtanding, 

26. In the next place the regularitie of the 
nll is excr<mely both amiable and profitable, 
that being an uncontfoulable !1:culty, 
tbe wrong ſer, what torrents of miſchief 
| confuſt0n does it letin, if in all its con 
eotions it permit the ſenſual appetite to lay, 
We 7acob, its pilled rods before it, all its births 


of 
it, k 
cy 
hes,t 
Enou 
es, t 
this 
» prek 


ite verfill be ring-ſtraked, ſpeckled ard ſported. The 
er, tifunouſneſs of a perverſe will is ſo generally un- 
nd ffrſto0d, that there is nothing renders a man 


nin common account more miſerable and 
plored , he whoſe Will runs counter to his 
aſon, every min is Aſtrologer enough to 
ad his deſtiny, and preſage his deſtruction. 
d by the undecent and pernicious effects of 
lſordered, we may make an eſtimate of che 
Fauty and advantage of a reRified Will, the 


Srmer, like a vitious improvident Governor, 
ied Fooſes his Territories to a deluge, firſt of lyxu- 
e nody and then of ruine, but this latter like a ver» 
ce un cy0us 


fr —— —_—_ a ——— 
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/  tuousandprudent Prince, at once ſecures t 
innocence , and felicity of his Subjects, 
deed itisthis alone, that really and effe&Ri 
gives us the preheminence above beaſts, | 
have choices as well as we, and they ha 
affe&tions, but wanting the higher princi 
of reaſon, their choices are neceſſarily det 
mined by their affe&tions, now if we who þ 
both, are guided onely by the latter, where 
does our {tate differ from. theirs, ſave « 
that our liberty makes us guilty, whereas tt 
neceſlity leaves them innocent. I prek 
] need ſay no more, to evince the happineſs 
a well ordered will, ſince none can conteſt | 
but he mult tacitly confeſs himſelf weary 
his humane nature, and emulous, not of 
greater dignity, butof a degradation to 
of the Bruits. - 

27. Andas much may be ſaid concerni 
the AﬀeRions, which if they be not curl 
and held in by the underſtanding, will ha 
as free and uncontrolled a ſway in men, 
they have in meer animals, , þut with worl 
effets, by how much we have more objet 
tO incite them, more inſtruments to aw 
them then theſe have. 1f any man can 
tempted to think this no unpleaſant cond 
tion, let him yer further conſider, that thi 
metamorphoſis is nor like the fancied trank 
migration of the ſoule, wherein it was ſuppt 
ſed to aſſume the nature, and conſcquenth 
the paſlions but of one beaſt alone, no, hey 
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the whole Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, 
kh all cheir contrary appetites perpetually 

bating one with another. He chat hath 
rapaciou ſneſs of a Wolf, may yet have the 
morouſneſs of .n Hare, and fo is racked be- 
ween the Celire of having, and the fear of 
ring: He that hath the luſt of -a Goat, 

7 yet have the intemperznce of a Swine, 

be diſtracted to which of the appetites to 
we up himſelf; He that hath the cruelty of 
Tyger, may yet have the wilineſs of the Fox, 
ich will give him the pain of many irkſom 

lelays, in attending an advantageous oppor» 
Ytunity ; and fo proportionably in others; 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
hen to have theſe continual tumults within, 
bein a ſtate of ho(Hlity not only with other 
| Ynen, but with himſelf? or what can there need 
"beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition to us? The ſubduing theſe 
bruitiſh Inclinations, is the introducing Peace 
Finoa Land, harraſs'd and waſted with inte. 
fine War ; and ſure none need be told (at leaſt 
athis Ape ) that that is a molt raviſhing plea» 
uu fire: And 1 may with the ſame conhdence 
Yippeal to the verdi& of any who hath tried 
theſe two contrary ſtates, and doubt not bur 
will from his experience confirm the moſt 
profuſe and even Poetique declamation that 
Jn be made on this Theme. 
28. AllIſhall add is, in a joint relation to . 


Jibis and the two former, by obſerving that 
| | 1llu- 
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illuminated Underſtandings, regulated Wil 
and Aﬀe&ions, make up a great part of 1 
celeſtial happineſs. The Angels of light we 
no longer have right to that title, withou 
theſe, 7 he ſpirits of juſt mex made perfeft, were 
improperly ſo tiled, Heb. 12.22, had the 
not received this accompliſhment of their x 
ture : And the greater degrees hereof we a 
rive to here, ſo much the more ſenſible anti 
pation have we of thoſe divine joys. f 
ſure thus to partake with Angels and Saints g 
is ro be happy, and will be acknowledged þ p 
by all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a Mabeff q 
metan Paradiſe render them not uncompef { 
tent to eſtimate theſe purer and refined pleefi | 
fures. l 
29. If from hence we proceed to thoſe outfit 

L 

c 

f 

l 

; 

| 


ward effets, which are the reſults of theſe i 
ward, we ſhall find they are all full of delight 
and fatisfa&tion. Courteſie and friendlineſs of 
Behaviour does not only caſt a glorious luſtre 
round about, attra&t the eyes and hearts of 
others, but it alſo reflets with cheerful and 
comfortable gleams upon our ſelves : For, 
Man being deſigned by God for a ſociable 
creature, hath ſuch propenlions and Jnclinaty 
ons put into him, as are proper to that end; 
and theſe are gratified and pleaſed, when we 
ſo demean our ſelves, as may anſwer that it 
tention, towards which nothing can be more 
- neceſſary then this debonnaire and gentle car 
riage, for that allures pzople to our conver 

faction 
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cation, whereas the contrary roughnels frighes 
ad deters them, (the churliſhneſs of a Vabat * 
thakes men they canner ſpeak ro him, 1 Sam. 
Y 25.17.) it gives a man part of Nebuchadnezar's 
ved fate, ſeparates him from among men, by forcing 

ff chem to withdraw from him ; and that the 
worſt part of it too; the hairs like Eagles fea- 
thers, and the nails like birds claws, being much 
f the lighter degree of the infliction, fit to paſs 
A for dreſs and ornament, compared with that 
San more deforming diſguiſe this rugged temper 
ed b puts upon a man. And as 0n the one fide, this 
Malef morolity and ſourneſs of humor is very uncaſie, 
ompelſ ſp on the other is that form of fawning and 
| ple flattering compliance, which ſome call Tivts 
lity : It obliges men in many circumſtances 
ſe out to renounce their eaſe, their health, yea their 
ſe inf] underſtandings too, and keeps them in ſuctt 
elightÞ conſtraint, that one may truly ſay, a leſs mea- 
eſs off fare- of ſelf-denial would ſerve to conſtitute a 
luſtre} man a good Chriſtian, then an exaR Courtierg 
rts off wher&as he that keeps himſelf in a juſt mean, 
1] andY neither qrives away one ſort of company, nor 
For, buyes the other ſo dear : He has a (tandard- 
ciabkeſ} meaſure, by which to diſpence his Civilities, 
10at-Y viz. The quality and worth of the perſons, 
end;F and confounds not himſelf with thoſe more 
en WF unjuſt and mutable rules of their expeRations, 
ic i Sointhe firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſ:1f 
more a Man, whilſt the other is in ſome reſpect a 
e Car-Y Beaſt, in the ſecond he preſerves himſelf a + 


nvety Freeman, whilſttheother is a Slave: And fare 
acion E I 
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1 may refer it to any mans deciſion, which is 
the pleaſanter ſtate. 

30. Next for the Words, 'tis not to he 
doubted bur that calm and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that which is paſſhonare 
and rageful; and that not only in reſpe& of 
decencie, but eaſe too ; of which there need 
no other teſtimony, then that viſible pertur- KF 
bation and uneaſineſs obſervable in all who are 
under ſuch a tranſportation. $o in like man» hs 
ner,when the words are pertinent and weighty, 
they give not only more fatisfaRtion to the 
hearer, but to the ſpeaker alſo : This may be þ, 
judged by the contrary diſplacencie men have Bis 
at themſelves, when they are: conſcious to 
have ſpoken impertinently or undecently, 
By ſatisfaction 1 mean not that vanity, which 
men too ofren affe&t of ſhewing their parts, 
bur a juſt and ſober complacencie, :r:{ing from 
the conſcience of having regulated their dif 
courſe by the meaſures of g Wiſe man and 4 
Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may be 
of benefic, but cannot be of miſchief to his 
audirors; And this ſurely 1s a much more real 
oma then any can be had in the contrary 

ind of dialet, If to this it be objeRted, that 
generally none are ſo much delighted with 
their own diſcourſes, as they who talk the mol: 
vainly and abſurdly : 1 anſwer, that even thele 
are not pleaſed with the vanity and abſurdity; 
their pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoling 
it tO be the quite contrary. And this helps to 
EvInce, 
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isfation, ſince even the ſhadow and fRion 
tO be Kfir can be made to yield it. | 
uage F 31, Laſtly, for the Imploiments, they ſurely 
nate Eaſt afford moſt of contentment, when they 
& of fe moſt noble and excellent : They do fo at 
needs ſhe time, in the direR line, they having more 
rut Bf agreeableneſs to the nature and dignity of 
0 aeÞ man; but they do yet more ſo in the re- 
mate Yexion, when a man looks back upon his day 
8bty, lr week ſpent, and finds his buſineſs has been 
0 the ſhi hy of him, it exbilerates and revives him, 
ay be rcables him to paſs his own, approbation on 
bave himſelf. and as ic were to anticipate the Emge 
us 19 Fheſhall one day receive from bis great Maſter. 
ntly. oat he that gives himſelf only the idle diver- 
rhich Fikements of a Child or ſers ro thebaſer drudge- 
arts, Fries of Vice, cannot refle& without confutton : 
from Fphich is ſo well underſtood by ſuch perſons, 
r Gi Fiat they are fain to take ſanRuary in a total 
nd 4 finconſideration, never daring to ask them- 
ay be fyes, What have I done? Which bears full 
0 hs Feftimony to. the excellency and felicity of 
real Firgenuous Imploiments, ſince they that decline 
rar) Fthoſe,. are forced alſo to decline themſelves, 
that Forow out of their own acquaintance and 
with lowledge.: 

molt 32, And now what ObjeRion can there lie 
thele zainſt rhis duty, which is in all the parts of it 
aity; Fo advantagious and eligible; that it becomes 
ng f duty not only to God, but even to themſelves, 
'S Wither ,own preſent intereſts and fatisfaRion. 
unce, | E 2 Shall, 


ir e, that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking ves 
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Shall Pleaſure it ſelf loſe irs nature, adopt 
properties of its direct contrary, and beco 
irkſom and abhorred, only becauſe *ris twiſt 
with Obedience? Is there ſo perfe& an ant 
pathy between God and them, that *tis inff 
poſſible they ſhould have the fame obje& 
delight? or can no Joyes have any taſte wi 
them, that are not the cauſes and forerunnaif; 
of eternal ſorrows? This were ſuch a degr 
of perverſneſs, 8s common charity bids met 
to expe; and I ſee not what elſe can evacu 
the pleaſure that attends the improvement 
this talent of Education. 

33- After all this, I foreſee it not impoſfi 
that ſome may plead an exemption from t 
Obligation, by affirming they want the gror 
of it, that they never had this Education. 
am net willing to fancy there have been 
many unjuſt and unkind Parents, as may qui 
life aryy conſiderable number of Gentleme 
for this plea : But tro thoſe few that can re 
make it, 1 ſha!l not thirk the foregoing D 
courſe wholly impertinent , for, by ſhewi 
them the advantages of what they ſay tht 
thus want, it may incite them (rot ro murm 
at the negligence of their Parents, but) rod, 
tempt the repairing of -it by becoming tha 
own Cuardiars, purtirg themſelves into Dilo 
pline, ard by the firi&t laws of Reafon g 
verning and reſtraining thoſe Paſſions, whi 
by the Itberty of their Breeding have got hea 
by this means ſupplying to themſelves the f 
p | 


7 Th: Gonelomar's Calling, 53 


: fEducacion : And the like may certainly 
opt t 


done for the latter alſo, if they will but de- 
—— that common error, of thinking it more 
evenly co be ignorant-then to learn, and be 


an a0 nent © put themſelves in a courſe of Eru- 
5 Eon, which a man may do for himſelf in his 
"d "Moſer, as well as a Tutor may do for his Di 


iple in a Sch101 ; and though he want many 
thoſe advancages the other liath, yer *cis 
fible they may be in a good degree ſupplied 
that induſtry and delire, which all choſe 
ſuppoſed to have, who are thus their own 
pils; And chere want not inltaacesof the 
ceſs of them who have thus attempted, bur 
confeſs there are too few examples of the 
tempt, men being too apt to fic down con- 
medly under this want, whereas l:t the ſime 
(ons have an entailed Eſtate altenared from 
bem by any a& of their Fathers, they ire not 
" Wiea ſo came, but will {ſtruggle to rhe ucmolk 
Wo recover their rights, Yet certainly an In- 
F:an0us Education is as properly the Birth- 
ohe of a Gentleman, as any che molt tirinly 
+Faled Inheritance can be: Why ſhould they 
den acquieſce in that ſo injurious an Aliena- 
Fon, and not ſeek by all endeavors of their 
on to retrieve this ſo precious a Poſlel- 
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SECT. V. 


Of the ſecond Advantage 
J Wealth. : 


I. He ſecond advantage we are to c 
ſider is that of Wealth, which that 
is a bleſſing willI know readilyt 

aſſented to by all, mens deſires x 

earneſt purſuits after it ſufficiently evidencin 
the general eſteem is had of it. Yet thought 
Concluſion be right, it is ro be doubted mar 
inferr it not upon due Premiſes. * Tis not Rick 
fimply conſidered, that are the felicity, 
leſs thoſe luxuries, to which they are oft 
madeto miniſter ; bur they are like to a fert 
ground, which iflefr withour culture, nc 
beares ſo rank weeds, but if rightly husband: 
yeilds abundant profit , and thus to many 
and improve them is nor only the Tntere! 

. butthe Duty of all choſe ro whom God hat 
| committed them, this being the one deſigne 
| advantage, for which they were intruſted t 
them. 
2, Several improvements there are,of whic 
they are capable; but before I proceed to the! 
I mult mention one payg of duty, as fund 
m q'r 


#. 
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mental to all the reſt. And chat is the well 
husbanding of chem, nor in a figurative, bur 
real ſence, the having ſuch a provident care 
of thoſe goods, and poſſeſſions, wherewith 
God harh bleſt a Man, as may ſecure them 
from that Conſumption, to which careleſneſs 
and floth will infalltbly berray them. This 
ſurely is obligatory in many reſpe&ts. Firſt, 
in Thankfulneſs (1 bad almoſt faid civility ) to 
God,who having diſpenc'd them as a liberalicy 
tis ingratitude, yea affront ro give them no 
regard. Secondly, in Juſtice to a mans poſte» 
rity : He that has received & fair Inheritance 
from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſupine neg- 
ligence to cur off the Entaile, he defra uds thoſe 
that were to have ſucceeded him in it, and 
becomes that rrowbler of his own houſe, to whom 
Solomon, Prov. 11, 29. afligns no other [ube- 
rirance but the wind, which is indeed all 
ſuch a perſon is like to derive upon his ifſue, 
the common aire being oftentimes their onel 

patrimony, Thirdly, in order to all thoſe 
ends to which Wealch was deſigned by God, 


) 
tar which depend on this, as accidents on their 
terelll fſubjeRs, and fo are all at once evacuared and 
| had} nulled by che diſſipating of thac wherein they, 
ronelſ are founded- All which conſiderations, do 
ed of naturally inforce upon men the neceſliy of a 
prudenc managery, 
whic 3. This being ſuppoſed, and the perſon ha- 


ving, as in our Law-torms is uſual, covenant» 
ed ro ſtand ſeiſed of rhe Eſtate, ler us now ſee 
- Jn; BY | whak 
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what are the proper uſes, to which it is to be 
limited. Inthe firſt place, we may rank that 
of Contentedneſs in his portion; which though 
to one that is ſet* to wreſtle with want it $; 
* might ſeem a hard precept, yet to him tha 
flows with abundarce it might be thought ra. By 
ther a needleſs then difficult injunRion, if ex ſhe 
perience did not teſtihe, that contentment is 
oftentimes as great a {iranger in Palaces as 
Cottages. | 
4. Of this excellent both vertue and felj 
city, there are two parts, the one a cheerfull 
injoyment of ſo much of his Wealth, as may 
decently (1 ſay not vainly ) ſupport him in 
that quality wherein he is placed: God does 
not make Rich men ſuch meer Conduit. pipes 
of Wealth, that they muſt paſs all, without 
retaining any thing themſe]ves, but rather 
like the Earth, which theugh ſhe conveys the 
ſprings threugh her veing, yet is allowed to 
ſuck-1n {o much, asmay give her a competent 
refreſhment ; and he that does this moderately, 
and with a thankfull refletion on that liberal 
Providence, which thus gives him. all things 
richly no emoy, 1 Tim. G.17-. fallifies no part of 
his truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, this be- 
ing as it were the allowed fees of his place, a 
penſton allotted him by the bounty of his 
Lord. 

5. The other part of contentment is that, 
by which the deſires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own poſſeſtions; anÞnot _ 
re 


% 
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d to range wildly into other mens, Jike 

habs, into Naboths vineyard, uſing their , 
ſealch, as Anglers doe their Fiſh, ro baic 
joks for more, by making it an Inſtrument 
fextorting from others , which is ſo great a 
+ Yevile, that it neerly concerns. them to ſecure 
themſelves againſt it, by a perfe& fſatisfaRtion 
1what is properly their own. Nay even in 
at is ſaid, there is caution to be had, that 
here be not too eager and vebement endea- 
ors of multiplying it, and that-not only by 
1 unlawfull commixture with other mens, 
hich is the ſin either of oppreſſion or fraud, 
ut even from its own ſtock, for that may be 
ovetouſneſs, and is ſurely a dire& oppolition 
0 the divine diſpenſation, For when God 
ath given a man a full fortune, and by that 
anumitted him from thoſe carkings a"d ſollt- 
tades to which needicr perſons are expoſed, 
Ir him to make it his grand buſrneſs to pro- 
t how he may add to that heap, orin the 
rophets phraſe /aze himſel; with ihick, clay, 
4b, 2,6. what is it but the degrading and 
uling himſelf from that Sphere wherein 
dd bath placed him, a voluntary ſale of him- 
If to the Gallies or Mines ? 1n this reſpe& 
verefore I may not unaptly apply that exhorta- 
on which the Apoltle makes in another, 
a. 5.1, Stand faſt in the liberty wherewith 
iſt hath made you ſree. Let not him whom 
dd hath by a gracious and peculiar provi- 
ce exempted from this meaner ſervitude; 
and 
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and vaſſalage to the woxld, relinquiſh that 
valuable a priviledge, give up his ear ro 
bored by Mammsn, when God proclaims 
7abily. Yer 'dis poſtible the quality of for 
mens eſtates may be ſuch, that they may | 
capable of advancement by a moderate at 
ealte Induſtry, ſuch as mzy no way di 
them from more excellent Imploiments, | 
may rather be a recreation then a toil ; At 
in that caſe I know no obligation lies on the 
ſo to dehie an Improvement, as not to chuſe 
profirable, before an expenſive divertiſ. 

ro ſpend thoſe vacant hours upon that, whic 
remain by way of overplus from more wortly, 
deſigns and entertainments. Bur the perpett 
follicirous purſuit after more wealth , 1s 
tainly a culpable inordinacie, as being inco 
ſiſtent with that contentment and acquieſcen 
which is the duty of every man for whom Gt 
hach chus liberally provided, and fuch asw 
belides be Jikely to undermine another mi 
part of his obligation. 

6. Such in the next place we are to accou 
the Charitable diſpetfing of his ſtore, to fu 
ply the indigencies of wanting perſons, whic 
ſurely is to be lookt on as the grand and mt 
conſiderable end of his receits. God, who 
the common Friend, as well as Father of 
men, is not to be imagined fo partial, as! 
provide pomps and luxuries for ſome, and 
the mean. time leave others deſtitute of t 
neceſſary ſupports of life ; yet if we _ 
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deeper then the vilible portions of Poor and 
Rich, there 1s no evidence of the contrary. 
But when we examine upon what Conditions 
ind Proviſo's that Abundance is. conveyed , 
we ſhall have no temptation ſo to aſperie or 
tharge God fooliſhly : For though he have noc 
diſpenſed fo immediatcly*to the Poor, yet he 
gives them as it were Bills of Aſſignment upon 
the plenty of the Rich, a right co be ſupplied 
by them : fo that the difference ſ:ems to be 
only rhat of an elder, and younger brethren, 
the Elder uſually carries the bulk of che Eſtace, 
but then that is charged wich proviſions for 


[the younger, and if the quanticy of choſe be 


not diſtintly expreſt, bur lefc indefinitely, 
that a& of Truſt in the Father lays the greater 
bbligation on him, not co Ceceive it by ro0 
mean and ſcanty a diſtribution , for now him- 
elf is become a Father to them, and there- 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affetionate 
relatron. And this may not improperly be 
deemed one reaſon, why among ſuch mulri- 
tudes of commands of Charity in the Goſpel, 
there is yet none that expreſly allors the pro- 
portion of our Alims, that by this a& of con- 
fidence, as it were, men might be obliged to 
the higher liberality : And he that ſhall make 


this incentive to it, a pretence to excuſe the 
want of it, is ſure a moſt criminous pervercer 
of the Divine intention, treicheroully couns 
termining Gods ſacred arts, as if 'cwere not 
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enough ro rebel, unleſs in a furcher concempt 
he aſſaulted him with his own weapons, Cer- 
tainly God never deſigned Lazarurs portion 
ſhould be made up only of the Crumbs from 
the table, For though indeed Dives is taxed 
that he gave him nor chem, yer if he had, ſuchs 
dole would ſure never have reſcued him from 
the place of torment, tie who reſts ina Rich 
mans boſom in Heaven, is to have ſome pro« 
portionable treatment from choſe on Earth, 
ſome more hoſpitable reception thea a lying 
4t the gate . ſome better Chyrurgions then 
Nogs to cure his ſores, and thoſe char refuſe 


it him, ma't be preſumed to contemn not only 


the Laz ir4s,bur the Avriham, yea the Heaven 
£20 that receives him, ſince that which quali 
fies him for an admittance there, is not able to 
recommend him t9 their leaſt regard. 

7. I ſhall not atcempt to proportion mens 
Charities, fince God hath not , yet there are 
ſome geaeral meaſures to be made to bound 
chem 0a the ſinking ſide, that they fall got to 
too fcandalous a lowneſs ; which having beea 
done alrexdy by a * better Pen, I ſhall refer 
the Reader thither, Bur thoſe yer leave mens 
Compaſfi91s full ſcope to grow up to what 
greater he:ght Gods grace and mens exigen- 
cies ſhill advance them : And ſurely che latter 
may ſometimzs b2 ſuch, ehat it will become 
every Rich man not, only to rifle his coffers, 
pour out whatſogver his ſuperfluites have there 
a:nmaſſed, bu: alſo to dzfalk mack of his own 

ac- 
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© accuſtomed enjoyments, cauſe the Raſor to 
rtion | pa even upon his whole Equipage, to cut 
fr TY off all excreſcencies, all exuberant exPences, 
a. that ſo the ſtream may run the ſuſler in that 
> one channe} which Cods providence thus cuts 
&-om | Ot for it. Whether this may not be a proper 

MJ ſeaſon for it, Tleave every conſidering perſon 
-o0, | #9 judge Ar the preſent 1 ſhall beſeech every 
bar man to whom God hatf given wealth, ſadly 
ving | ©9 potder how ſcandalous a thing it will be 
YI JF for him who has been the Object of fo great 
efaſe | Bounty, to decline the being an Agent in any; 
to diſcover himſelf to have ſuckt in nothing 


oy of the vertue, amidfi ſuch an afffuence of the 
nal. | commodities, and to defie the example of that 
e to | Liderality, by whoſe effes he lives. But with- 
all let him conſider the danger of it alſo, how 
12ns | dreadful a guilt (and conſequently vengeance) 
are | be draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall defeat this 
ung | © main end of hisreceits. It is indeed a com- 
tro | plication of many crimes not only againſt 
zen | an, but God alſo : I ſhall inſtance only in 
ofer | 190, moſt generally decried, and yet moſt | 
ens | eminently contained in it, Unthankfulnefs, | 
har | 9nd Falſneſs. | 
en 8." God in his wiſdom diſcerning that E- | 
ter | ality of Conditions would breed confuſion | 
me | !* the world, has ordered ſeveral ltates, de- 
rs, len'd ſoine to Poverty , others to Riches ; 
ere | Onely annexing to the rich the care of the 
"mo r, yet that rather as an advantage, then a 
ac- | Purden, a feed of more wealth both tempor?! 
| ard 
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and eternall. Now in this diviſion of men, F 
thoſe on whom he hath cauſed the better lor 
to fall, can owe it to nothing but his pracion 
diſpoſal , and therefore had bin certainly ob. | 
liged to ſubmit to any the moſt difficulc rasks F 
he ſhould have diſpenc'd with it. But now that 
in his great indulgence he has ſo tempered the 
command, as to render it not an allay, but aq 
enhancement of th@mercy, be that gives it U* 
only a bare taſtleſs compliance, betraies him 
ſelf ro want a juſt ſence of it, but be that flatly 
relilts it, is in the molt tranſcendent degree, 
barbarouſly ingrate. Nay I chiok T mighe baveÞ 
laid the charge higher, and called it malice; Þ 
for what beneath that can provoke a man thuy 
to reiilt Þ1s duty and intere\t togerber? 

9. Nor is this all, *cis alſo the greatelt Per. 
fidiouſneſs : Every rich man is, as 1 ſaid before, 
Gods Steward, and particularly intruſted to 
provide for the indigent parts of bis family, 
ſuch are the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them Jeſtitute, and ſuffer either bis riot or c0 
vetouſneſs to feed upon their Portions, whatF 
more deteſ{table falſeneſs can be commirred, not 
only in reſp & of them, whoſe right he thuF 
invades, but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abv 
ſes ? Many other enormities there are in Uo F* 
charitzbleneſs, which as ſo many misſhapen 
limbs concur to the making up this deformed 
Monſter ; but I ſhall ſuppoſe, it ſufficient to 
have pointed out rheſe two, which. being the 
moſt profeſtly contrary to ingenuity, I = 
ope 
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xe will carry a very averting appearance 
thoſe who ſo eſpecially pretend to that qua» 


ci [ | 

yok. 10. To th's poſitive part of duty, the being 
rasks ſieb 5» good works, we find the Apolile connes 
y that ative, I7im.G6.17, Charge them that 


rich in this world that they be not high- minded, 
truſt in uncertain riches: And we need not 
fort to implicite faith in the Author, to per- 
de us of the great propriety and fitnels of 
heſe cautions ; *tis too evident that Pride and 
egree (onfidence are diſeaſes, that uſually breed in 
; Full and opulent fortunes, and as they ſpring 
rom the ſame root, ſo do they, like neighbo- 
ng branches, murually ſhelter, and ſupport 
ne another. He that is high-minded, abhorres 


| Per. fide ſubmiſſion of any foreign dependance, 
efore $nd therefore gladly anchors on any thing he 
ed ro ſan call his own; and thinking his wealth moſt 
mily, Properly ſo, he has as great an aptneſs, as 
leave Þoly Job expreſſes an averiion, to make gold his 


pe, and to ſay to the fine gold, thou art my con 
ence, 7,6. 31.24. Onthe other ſide, he that 


|. not Fults in his Wealth, is by that fortified in his 

thus Pride. It is «Ariſtor/es obſervation, that wealth 
e abt 's cont umelions and inſolent , which 1 pre- 
1 Uo $uve lie inferrs not only frem experience, but 
napenſſalon alſo, for the groundwork of humilicy 


ing the ſence of impotence and defect. he 
hat aſſumes a ſelf ſufficiency, undermines that 


nt to 
© thefÞundation, and in ſtead of it laies the Baſis of 
muſt Pte quite contrary temper, all haughrineſs ard 


£lation 
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__  elationof mind. A memorable,example ofth 
we bave. in the inſolent reflections of 
- ehadnezar, Dan: 4. 30. which: bad withall. 
" difmal a conſequent, as me thinks ſhould like 
Lots wife remain a perpetual monument to 
ter others from all approaches towards t 
like vanity. | 
11. And certainly it is a moſt import 
 concernment of rich men, to fence themſelye 
ag2inſt this double temptation , to which pur 
poſe they: can hardly find a more complext 
armor, then what they may borrow from on 
ſhort ſentence of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4.7 
What haſt then that thog haſt nos received? lo 
them look on themſelves as meer receiver 
and then with what pcetence can they prid: 
themſelves in that-whereia they are bare 
paffive; Nay indeed if if be throughly ſcann' 
theſe receits imply cauſe rather of ſhame the: 
boaſting ; the being hiled from anothers han 
is a ſure argument ( and tacite reproach 
of a naturat and original emptineſs, and i 
God have dealr ;ſo liberally with them, th 
may colle& *cs in *compliance not with thet 
merits, but intirmities , his having made th 
rich* is a ſtrong preſumption. he ſaw them n 
prepared ro be innocently poor : And fur 
Pride muit be a tubtile Aichimilt,thar can hene 
extract matcer of vanity , and mighe with 
qual lopick have periwaded the Fewe to gle 
inthoſe indulgences, wich were granced che 
only tor the vardae/s of i/ e;r hearts. 
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< 12. In like manner if they refle& on their 


tiches as received, it renders them alſo a moſt 
pair obje& of truſt ; for if they were given, 


ny they may alſo be taken away. We hold all by 


4 thac old renure, which the Lawyers file A/o- 
Gr», becauſe it is from none but God, and 
his gifts ( of this kind ar leaſt ) are never fo 
abſolute, as to exclude power of revocation. 
J He then that enjoys a thing not upon right 

but bounty, muſt ask his benefaRor how farr 
J he is ro preſume onit:; Ard if they would do 
Ji in this caſe, they would ſoon be reſolved 
how little confidence were to - be repoſed in 
4 Wealch. They may hear God the great Patron 


ven tell them by Sc/omon, that riches make them- 


ide ſelves wings and fly away 45 an eaple, Pro.23.5. 
yl by Chrift, that the Treaſures which they lay 
up here are liable ro the Moth and reſt, and 
Theeves; and by the Apoſte, that they are 
uy ancertain riches. Nay indeed if they would 
JF but ask chemfelves their own daily experience 
and obſervation, that would beare the ſame 

}q eftimony , Every day almoſt gives ſome re- 
q newed inſtance of ir. What multitudes of ac- 
cidents are there to which mens goods are lia- 
ble? a rough Winde, a tempeſtuous Sea ſinks 
'F & once the Merchant and his ſhip, an ill fea- 
4 fon, a hungry ſoyle eats our che Husband- 
man; and they who run not either of theſe 
hzzards, thoſe whom neither the water nor 
ay the earth ſwallow up, a fire may yet conſume. 
Ard can there any ſecurity be fanci'd in that 
es F wealth, 
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wealth, which is thus a prey toeach element 
ſingle, and yet more often to them united in 


man, to whoſe frands or viokences more have} 


owed their impoveriſhing, then to any of the 
former accidents, And now what preater in- 
facuation can there be, then to place a truſt on 
that which 1s ſo fleeting and unſteady, to 
lean on a broken reed, or in Sus»: phrak 
ro ſet ones ey's upon that Which 55 wt ? 

13, Burt if by an impofible ſuppoſition, we 
ſhould imagine Riches to be as Permanent, as 
they are indeed tranſitory, yet unleſs they had 
as well Strength as conſtancy, they could with 
ro reaſon be depended on. He that ſtaies by 
his friend to the laſt minute, if he have no 
power to aſliſt him, is onely a ſpeRaror, not 
a reliever of his ſufferings :And alas, how ma 
miſeriesare men ſubject to, in which weal 
can give them no aid! Is a man afflicted in 
his body with paine, the /ndies are not a com 
perent price for a minutes eaſe, an hours ſleep; 
Is he perſecuted in his Name with reproach, 
*ris not whole Ingots of gold that will ſtop the 
mourh of Fame, nay oftentimes the obloquy 
1s it ſelf meerly the progeny of his wealth, that 
breeding envy, and envy detraction. But if 
the ſorelie yer deeper, if it be the Soule that 
ſuffers, that is yet farther removed from poſli- 
bility of relief this way ; If it ſuffer as a {lave 
under the dominion of ſin, no treaſure can re 
decm from that vaſſalage : Wealth does it- 
deed too often by adminifiring temptations 
| | {trenguhen 
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firengechen thoſe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as appears too evidently by the number 
| of fuch rich: bondmen. If it groan under the 
ilt of ſin, labor under the terrors of an ac- 
cuſing Conſcience, alas gold is no balm to a 
wounded ſpirit ; the luxuries which that bas 
ſupported may help to pierce, but it has no 
power to heal. - Or laſtly, if the ſoul fall finally 
under the puniſhmeat of ſin, there -is no com- 
nuting that pennance, buying off that ſmare ; 
Riches abuſed may indeed ſwell the accompr, 
and mulciply-the ſtripes, but they can never 
bride che remiflion of any. . Fhe Wiſe-man 
bath aſſured us this, Pro. 11. 4 Riches profit 
win che day of wrath. Nor does this carry 
aoy oppoſition to the councel of our Saviour 
Luke 16, 9. of making frimnds of the Mammon of 
wrighteouſneſs ; for he refers not there to any 
natural or inherent property. of riches, but 
only to that extrinſick and accidental- advan- 
may be made of them, ITY to 

t was faid before of the w»juſt Steward 
whoſe dexterous managery was it that rendred 
his Lords debts ſo uſefull to im; not that .chey: 
had any proper innate vertue te ſecure him 
from the neceſſity either. of begging or dig- 
ng; and therefore we ſee Chriſts words run 
not in an Annunciative, -but an exbortatory 
ſtile, He tels ws nor that Mammon ſhall make 
ws friends, but excires us to make that our own. 
are, and by a prudent diſpoſure to make it 
ſubſervieat to an end above its native efficacy ; 
£70 & Bur 
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Burt all this is ſure very reconcileable wich that 
natural impotency we have obſerved in it; 
wealch charitably diſpoſed may have excellent 
effects, but yer thoſe are to be aſcribed to the 
charity, not the wealth, which {till remains in 
its own efſence the ſame unactive lump in the 

. Cheſtrhat it was in che Mine, like the beathen 
Deities unable to protec its moſt zealous Jdo- 
laters , as a further inſtance whereof 1 may add 
chat which will. Sound very like riddle, That 
riches cannot delivereven from preſent Want; 
which yet is demonſtrably true in all thoſe 
rich Miſers, whoſe bellies are lank, while their 
coffers are full, a ſort of Tantalized creatures, 
not- peculiar only to this latter age, for we 
find them defcribed by Solomon, Ecleſiaſtes 6.2. 
A many to whom Ged hath given riches, wealth 
aud bonor, ſo that he wanteth nothing ſor his ſoule 
of all that be deſirith, yet God giveth him n#t 
power tq eat thereof, So unſigniticant a thing is 
wealch, that without the addition of a new 
power it enables him not to receive the leaſt 
benefit from it. 

14, When all this is conſidered, what is 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt conk- 
dence, ſinceit appears ſo utterly unable to ſe. 
cure men in their mot important intereſts, na 
to do that which it moſt immediatly and mo 
colourably pretends to, the keeping them from 
want. And therefore he that will not run hiar 
ſelf upon that ſad defeat of being diſappointet 
in his truſts, failed in his greacelt engrat 
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muſt look our for ſome firmer ground whereonl 
to build, Bur alas, our foil affords it not: Al ' 
here below was long ſince pronounced by one 
that wanted neither wiſdom nor experience, 
to be Vanity ; ſuch mutations and vicifſitudes 
attend all fublunary things, that he that at- 
tempts tro ere& any durable ſatisfaction on 
them, outdoes the folly of that abſurd archite& 
Chriſt mentions, and builds not on the /2x4, 
but water; and an this ſenſe the world is ſtill 
ander a deluge, not ſo much dry ground, as 
where a dove may reſt her foor. 

15. Weare then driven by way of neceſſary 
refuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, ro come home to the Ark to ſhelter 
our ſelves under his wings, where alone we 


may ſecurely reit. 'and according to the advice 


which the Apoſtle fubjoins to theſe cautions, 
tO :rwſt i» the living Ged. And to do this amidit 
all the ſeducements of Wealth, to ſee through 
all thoſe miſts which the fumes of Plenty raiſe, 
and whil{t they enjoy the gifr, to confide only 
in the Giver, is indiſpenſably the duty, and 
ſhou!d be the care or every one, to whom 
S. Paul directs this charge, AU that are rich in 
thu world. 

15, And ſuch in the laſt place are to take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, 
and that is to uſe that advantage which their 
Wealth gives them, towards the exerciſe of 
Temperance ; which indeed can never be 
known to be truly ſuch, buc when there are 

F 3 . oppor- 


; 
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| || opportunities and temptations to the contrary, 
| He that hath nothing wherewith to maintain 
a Riot, leaves it doubtful beth to others and 
himſelf, whether his Abſtinences be the effe&s 
of Poverty or Temper , but he that has all 
the ſuel for Luxury, and yet permits # not to 
kingle,, be approves his Sobriety to be in- 
deed his Choice,- not his fate. And this is 
a mioſt excellent priviledge of Wealth ; 'and 
though *cis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room 
in moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it 
merits a principal place, as being much the 
reateſt of all thoſe, which refte& only upon 
the Perſon himſelf. This reſiſting of Tempta- 
tions, is truly that Heroique courage worthy 
of thoſe that pretend to Honor, fit to deno- 
minateva Gallant man: I wiſh thoſe who ſeek 
that reputation by many raſh and unwar- 
rantable Adventures, would here entertain 
their youthful Ardors, this being a Field where 
they may be aſſured never to want Comba. 
rants. One while Gluttony- preſents it ſelf, 
armed with the allurements of a fall and de 
licate Table; and though one would think him 
bur a deſpicable Aſſailant, that has only the 
Kitchin for his armory, yet experience ſhews 
us, thoſe edgleſs weapons may vie with the 
keeneſt, for the mortalneſs of their effects, 
At another time Drunkenreſs ſends a Chab 
lenge by delicious Liquor , cheerful and di- 
verting Company, and that not without me 
nace of ir-famy to him, who ſhall own fo — 
relt 
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religious cowardile, as to fear'to hazard his 
gobriety in the encounter. Sometimes again 
Luſt atraques him with the piercing darts, the 
killing glances of a proftitute Beauty. In the 
mean time Pride, the molt ſhe and treacherous 
of all the reſt, is perpetually laying ambuſhes 
for him in the adoracions of his Flaccerers, the 
vanity of his Attire, and innumerable. kinds 
of Excefſes, And now what Knight-Errant 
would wiſh for more Encounters or why 
ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whilſt they tamely ſuffer ſuch Troops ofenemies 
to bid them daily defiance > *Tis, they ſay, a 
Maxim among the Swordmen, That he that 
has once been baMed, is ever after an incom. 
petent Challenger : I wiſh it might have this 
one ſober application, That men would ſuſpend 
all other Duels, till they have righted them- 
{elves on their Vices, and by ſome ſignal 
Conqueſts redeemed themſzlves from that 
obloquy and defamation, which theſe mean, 
yet inſulcing Adverfaries have expoſed them 
00, 

' 17. Having ſhewed what uſes are duly to 
de made of Wealth, let us now look back, and 
conſider whecher any of them be ordinarily 
diſcernible in Practice. And here we ſhall 
meet with one fort of men, who fumble at 
the very chreſhold, that fail in that firſt parc 
of duty, on which all the relt depend : I mean 
thoſe who by a ſupine negligence ſuffer their 
Eſtates tro moulder and conſum2 inſenhbly, 
| F 4 for 
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for want of an eahie inſpettion and overſight, 
Of ſuch as theſ: former Ages have afforded is 
ſtances, and doubtlels the preſent alſo, though 
the number of the laxurious waſters do now 
ſo overwhelm them, that they are the leſs ds 
ſcerniBle. And though this ſeem to be the effe& 
only of ſloth, yet certainly there are other cor 
currents t0 it, Senerally theſe two: Firlt ſuch 
an overweening of their wealth, that they 
think it Inexhauſtible; And ſecondly an opy 
nion that it is a mean and peaſantly thing tor 
a Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of 
looking after his forrine. The motives are 
too ridiculous to delerve a confutation; bat 
in the mean time it cannot but extorrt pity, to 
ſee Families ruined by ſuch vain whimfſies: 
And what tolerable account can ſuch a Parent 
ive to his begger'd Offfpring, to whom 'ts 
very likely he may propagate the pride and 
ſloth which made the meer managery of an 
Eſtate roo hard for him, and yet withall be 
queaths them the {adder toil of getting one? 
Nay, what account can he give to God, from 
whom he received it, in order to ſeveral ends, 
if he thus at once defeat them all? 'Twes 1 
Command-to the Jews, that they ſhould not 
cur down Fruit-trees, though ir were for ſo ne 
ceſſary'a uſe as to advance a Siege, Dext.20:19 
But this is the hewing down that Stock, from 
which ſo mnch good Fruit ſhould ſpring, and 
that without any pretence either of neceſliy 
or reaſon. 


18, Or 
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18. Uur next view will preſent us with an- 
other fort of perſon, who as much tranſgreſles 
thedury of Contentedneſs in both the parts of 
x. 'Tis no prodigie to fee men, whom God 
hath afforded the portion ofthe rich, ſcarce tg 
alow themſelves that of the poor, .fo letting 
their ey- b- ev4/ even to themlelvs, becauſe Gods 
# good. The Egyptians were fuch jealous Reve- 
xers of thoſe Creatures which they worſhip'd, 
that he that violared them was in danger of 
fevivg, Ex.3.26. So theſe men who have fer 
wp their Wealth for their God, pay it ſo much 
veneration, that as they are impatient to have 
invaded by others, fo they are afraid to offer 
the leaſt violence to it themſelves; they have 
'F Inſhrined it to receive their adorations, and 
tisnow become fſacrilege ( indeed the oneiy 
one they ſcruple) ro debaſe it to the ſupply 
of their neceſſities: They are ſtrange aulteri- 
ties which the Votaries of this Deity will en- 
dure, even beyond the mortifications of the 
'8 moſt rigid Aſcetick, their whole lives are a 
perperual contradiction to all the appetites of 
Nature, yet alas, that inferrs here no compli- 
ance with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant 
to ſetup a Third »arty in the world, they e- 
qually oppoſe theſe. And now he that thus 
oppreſſes himſelf, no wonder if he do the like 
to others, if he extort the utmoſt that either 
power or fraud can wring from any. And 
that this work may not be retarded, he is pro» 
vided of varicty of inſiraments for ic. Some- 
c1mes 
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times Bribery muſt give him a legal colour; 
rob his neighbor , or if a Witneſs prove 
better penniworth then the Judge, Sube 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes 
tortion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, anl 
that not only with the flower gnawings 
the Canker , bu: wich the more ravenow 
devourings of the Vulture, Sometimes 
Rack is brought out,and a poor Tenant faſtne 
on it, and there fo ſtreined and diſtorted, that 
he can never knit again to any competent ſu 
ſiſtence. Sometimes again a poor neighboria 
Prodigal ſhall be ſpurred on to farther ric 
fed wich money, that ſo by a forfeited Mc 
gage he may ſeiſe on his Eſtate. In a wor 
**were endleſs to reckon up all the engines « 
rapine which this greedy Invader hath in h 
magazine, ard ot ſuch a oneI preſume eve 
man will pronounce, that he notoriouſly vi 
lares the precept of Contentednefs. | 
19, But though this be the profleſt, yets 
he nor the onely Tranigreſſor , there is al 
another more plauſible ſort, who though thy 
do rot thus feek to increaſe rheir wealth 
other mens coſts, yer doit too much at thay 
own; whoſe Brairs are meer forges of [ 
jeRs, perpetually hammering ont ſome 
Contrivarce for. gain, that continually trait 
in birth of ſome freſh Improvement, ſuffer 
the pangs and throws of a carking ſollicitucſh, 
in purſuit of it. 1 know this piece of Co 
toulnels hath berrer luck then the reſt, a 
pal 


es for a creditable thing, under the ſpeci- 
name of Good husbandry ; bur ſure if it be 
phly penetrated, it will appear no leſs op- 
ite to Contentment then the former, Nor 
Wo that guilt be evaded by thoſe thar fay, they 
Sto advance their Fortunes, not out of the 
Venouifrs delign of hoarding up, but our of the 
Sore generous purpoſe of living more ſplen- 
ly ; for ſure he that covers more to ſpend, 
ed, thaÞ.c little contented in his portion, as be that, 
moreto lay up; hethat thinks his Table 
þ ſcanty, his equipage too low, is as far 
(m being ſatisfied, as be that thinks bis land 
lictle, his bag too empty ; ſo that *tis ap- 
Sirent theſe arrowes come out of the ſame 
ver, though they be ſhot at ſeveral marks 
20. And between both theſe motives of gri. 
ng, no wonder if the duty of Almes giving 
crouded into a very narrow compaſs. That 
tcellent vertue of Charity has indeed much 
the Image and impreſs of Chriſt upon it, 
the world has given it a further kind of con- 
nity with him then he ever deſign's, its 
"Fucifixion between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, 
Peng the counterpart of his hangfng between 
le Theeves ; there wants only one member 
F'the parallel, the breaking the legs of theſe 
Walefactors, which God knows our Soldiers, 
many Armies of them bave not bia able ro 
$9 The many inſtances theſe times bave given 
if the ſudden diſſipation of mens Jdolized 
aps, have not yet fo gifciplin'd the World- 

| ling, 
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ling, asto perſwadehim to /ay wp his t 
i» bexven; and the loud calls of God to 
ing and mourning and girding with [ach 
have moſt prepoiterouſily been ecchoed 
with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, 
wild jollities. And then they who thus 6 
the judgements of God, are very unlikely 
compaſitonate the miſeries of men, and I'd 
there are many who thus anſwer the char 
of the unjult?dge, Luc. 18. that neither frarl 
nor regard man,nay that far outgo lim 1n ine 
rableneſs of temper:he was to be wrought 
by imporrznity , but fo petrified are theſe 
bowels, that no prayers nor teares can dif 
them. *Tisa much eaſier rask ro dig Metal 
of its native Mine, then ro fetchit out of 
covetous mans Coffzr, the Earth, though 
hide, yet ſhe guards not her treaſure, cis 
ceſiidle to the induſtry of any that will ſex 
for ir,but he like an Arg ſtands centinel al 
his, and ſounds an alarm upon the re 
appearance of a poor ſuppliant ; with w 
jealouſie does he eye any that he can but fa 
ro come upon that ungratefull errand,andt 
how many arts has heto prevent the a 
Or if by ſome extraordinary Charm all 1 
eyes have ſo (lept at once, that he happen to 
_ yet he has ſo many weapons of 
ence, that the aſſailant ſhall gain little 
it, but the ſhame of an open repulſe, be 
ſure to find him impregaable. As for the V 
luptuary he has ſo many expenſive lults toms 


v 


that he bas difficulty enough bow to gra. 


Il chem 1n the diſtribution of his wealth, 
[ach *r< competitors to each other, yet joine 
'0ed WFP out that which would bea common ene 


hera all. He that grudges not the wildeſt 
ons on his wealch, yer thinks an Alms 
undoe him, *tis the grand buſineſs of his 
to contrive waies of expence, yet when 


charay object of charity preſents one, he becomes 
> fra ifty on the ſudden, like the Senſitive planc 
in ineÞ$98ks at chat couch, and that open hand of 
ohruſp0 tches as faft, as if ſome convuliion had 
heſe neÞpuracted it. Thus totally have men forgot 


on what terms their wealch was given them, 
thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, extra& 
fon out of Cordials, a Curſe out of a 
flog, Riches were deſigned by God to 
ſubſervient to thac Compaſtion which he 
implanted in humane nature, but now 


nel ab are become the meanes of ſuppreſſing and 
re licating it; Rich men look upon poore, 
ich wi if they were creatures of another ſpecies, 
ut fanſÞings wherein they were perfe&tly unconcer- 


gd. *Tis Strada's fancy, that there is ſuch a 
pathy raiſzd between ewo Needles touched 
the ſame Loaditone, that perſons at the 
it diſtance may by the conſent of their 


zen ton tanc 

s of @#i0n maintaina correſpondency : I ſhall not 

lirtle Wadertake for the truth of the Experiment, bart 

e þ ever methinks *tis matter of reproach to 
3 


that theſe inanimate creatures ſhonld have 
much obſervable accord, asto gize ny” 
= r 
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for ſuch a conje&ture, whilſt men who þ 
ſo many undoubred principles of union b( 
from nature and grace, bave quite extingui 
ed all effets of them. That roo many | 
ſo, there needs no other evidence then t 
many unſuccour'd extremities of the- Poc 
For how elſe can it become poſſidle, that « 
rank of men ſhould gluttomize, and anothe 
ſtarve? that he that rhinks it death to end 
either the want or mederation of a Me 
ſhould never conſider what are the. gripin 
of the ſtill empty ftomach , that he ſhor 
without all regret ſee his own humane nati 
pining and languiſhing in the perſon. of þ 
poor brother, whilſt in himſelf *cis oppre 
with the quite contrary exceſſes, and mig 
be relieved in both by a more equal diſtt 
bution ? 4 

21. And now who can ſufficiently deplon 
the wants of the Poor, (hall I ſay, or rather 
inbumanity of the Rich | This ſurely is t 
{adder ſpectacle of the two, the one only ſub 
fers, the other fins ; and that ſuffering too maj 
end in eternal refreſhment, whereas the othe 
inendleſs torment. Lazarus reſts in Abrah 
boſom, when the uncharitable Glutton frie 
1m perpetual flames : And oh that this we 
throughly weighed, that they would conſidal 
that every degree of unmercifulneſs they ſt 
to others, reverts with a rebounded force! 
on themſzlves! Alas, *cis not ſo much the pc 
mans body, as thezr own ſouls, that ve 

| 
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ir alms; And whenever they ſhut up their 


10N de ls of compaſſion from the one, what do 
UnguibBey but opogile mr pciz, ſeal up Gods ſtore- 
ny halaſs and treaſuries from the other ? whe 


then t deny the -rumbs from thetr rable, they 
e PoorBery themſelves a drop of water © cool thesr 
that , wes. 

anothey 22, But I fear this of Illiberality may paſs 
2 enduie-a moderate crime in this Age, when fo 
a MedBaoy are guilty of another fo far tranſcending 
griping. For do we not ſe: divers, who inſtead of 
* INouliitting their Exceſſes to relieve the Poor, do 
e naturBintain their Riot upon them ? If the deſpe- 
1. of tafflce Debts of poor Tradeſmen were examined, 


Oppre doubt not this would appear a ſad truth ; *tis 
d miglecome ſo faſhionable a thing to run into 
| diltiGfores, and ſo unfaſhionable to pay chem, that 

is ſcarce thought well bred, that has nor 
deplonunkrupted one ar leaſt of each Trade he dea!s 
ther hich : Their only care is to gec credulous 
/ 15 tflerchants, who fo long as they truſt ſtoutly 
nly ſuffall have fair words, bur if once their faith 
[00 maſſful, then, as if the Solihdian dorine had 
ie 0tNeFretche it ſelf into Traffique as well as Divi- 
r abamiity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
7n frieffllicitouſly avoided as the Separatilt ſhuns 
15 wen@z perſon whom he is pleaſed to call carnal : 
onſidealterns and obſcure paſſages are contrived, 
ey ſhenfin purpoſe to eſcape them, ſo that a poor 


Tree wEreditor muſt give many days, nay monerths 
1e podtfttendances, before he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentle- 
ſuc fon, as to come bur to ask his own; and then 

ie the 
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the beſt return he uſually meets with, is 
empty Promiſes, ro bribe a delay ; bur { 
times he fares much worſe, and as. if *twe 
a crime not to ftarve ſilently, he is reviled 
reproached, and harſh and contumelious 
guage become his onely paiment It has be 
received as a Maxim, That we are all kit 
to Our own creatures : Bur this caſe 

'tis no univerſal rule 5 for choſe who th 
make poor men, are of all others the my 
barbarous to rhem in their poverty. But le 
thoſe who thus ſhuffle off their Reckoning 
with men, remember that there will comet 
day, when they ſhall nor be able ro decline 
their Accompt to God; And with what bet 
ror and confuſion muſt they appear at tt 
Audit, when they ſhall be charged not onh 
with the miſpending their own eſtates , bit 
other mens, the having added Robbery w 
unmercifulneſs? 

23. Ifin the next place we ſhall refle& & 
the Apoſtles caution of wer being high-minki 
or truſting in uncertain richer, we muſt -tutn 
ro our Bibles to be ſatished there was ever aff 
fuch charge given, there 1s fo little of it 
be read in mens praRtices. Humility 15 a plant, 
that is carefully weeded out of all rich ground, 
accounted a mean degenerous quality, that 
like Treaſon attaints the blood, and forfeit 
Nobiliry. Gentlemen, though they are for die 
moſt part. very guiltleſs of the Phariſces # 
ſtinence, the falting ewice a week, do y 

(rar 
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@aſcribethe worſe part of his copy, the think- 
they are wot like other men; and believe ir 


" Fjuſtice chey owe their birth to do ſo: They 


have mounted themſelves aloft, and looking 
town from thoſe pinacles of Honor, all below 


Fem lictle and contemprtible, creeping things 


of the earth, Worms and wo wen, | am not 
þ for confounding of Qualities, as to exact 
they ſhould chooſe their Intimates and 


af COmpanions out of the lowelt rank, I know 
JF prudence as well as pride has drawn a Par- 
- lj i6i0n-Wall between them ( though perhaps 


the later has raiſed it to an unnceſlary height) 


 £ut I wiſh it might be remembred, that as the 


ces 


led 


precept of Not cating Blood was defigned not 


I orits ſelf, but as a hedge againſt Murder, fo 


that juſt diſtance which order recommends 
detween the Noble and the mean, is valuable 
only as a fence againlt baſe and ignoble praRti- 
ces, true greatneſs conliſting in deſpiſing not 
the perſons, but the vices ot the vulgar ; Yer 
here alas rhe ſence is quite changed, and ma- 
oy who look the moſt faſtidiouſly on the one, 
will yet mix freely with the other , and while 
they ſoare the higheſt in the opinion of their. 
luperioricy, do yet ſtoop to the ſordid beſtia- 
lties of the moſt abje&t of men, Nay, indeed 
this lure does ſometimes make many of them 


(deſcend even from their pun&ilioes, and thoſe 


who at another meeting muſt have lookt for 


+» other treatment but what St. Fawes de- 
do yt kribes, 14. 2. 3- ſtand _ there or ft here mn" 


PP 
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dey my foor-ſtovle, ſhall in the rounds of good 
fellowſhip be equal witch the beſt, ſuch a Le 
veller is debauchery, that it takes off all d- 
ſtin&ions. But in the mean time how preat 
a ſhame is ir, that ſuch vicious motives ſhall 
have force enough to make them thus degrade 
themſelves, when all the Engagements of 
Chriſtianity are not able to do that whichis 
much leſs to abate any thing of thoſe tumor; 
choſe ſwelling conceits of their own preatnek, 
or ( inthe P/almi#t: phraſe) to make them 
know themſelves to be but Men. 

24. Nor has the other branch of the cav 
tion any better ſucceſs among them, *Tis in 
many of them roo diſcernible, that they place 
that rruſt in wncertain riches , which they 
ſhould repoſe o--ly in the /iving God, ſo my 
king his gifts his rivals, and raifing him 1 
competitor even of his own bounty, For thi 
we need no other waies of probation, then 
only to examine, whither it is, that in any ck 
of difficulty or diſtreſs they make their earlie 
and moſt importunate addreſſes, for there wt 
may conclude them tr» fix the greateſt conh 
dence. And I feare *tis roo apparent, that 
where wealch makes bur any the ſlighteſt pre 
tences, promiſes the leaſt aid, though bur rt 


mote, and at the fecond hand, it has moſt df 
their applications. Thus in caſe of Df ſeaf, 
they whoſe plenty enables them for the colthier 
methods #f cure, is not their firſt reſort thither, 
do not their Fees fly faſter thgn their Prayer! 
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ood | and are they not much baſtier to invite the | 

Le | phyſitian, then the Divine! Nay, indeed the 

d. I latter is ſcarce ever admitred, rill che former | 

reat | have forſaken them, a ſhrew'd indication, 

hall Þ where their prime hopes are built, fo again 

rade | inany diſaſtrous event, the firſt eſſay is whither | 

5 of {| money will heale the wound , He that is under 

ch x | the diſpleaſure of a Superior, ſ:eks to appeaſe 

nor; | by prefents or buyes the friendſhip of a Blaſt- 

neſs, | w, As. 12.20. to mediate for him; He that 

hem | isbrought before a Tribunal , endeavors with 

the ſame golden Engine to draw off his Proſe. T 

can-f curor,, to bend and incline his Judge ; He 

is in} whoſe Wealth makes him purſued as a deſire- 

lace Þ able prey. expects his ſafety even from thar- 

they | #hich is che original of his danger , and as if 

me || like a Scorpion it alone conld cure its own 

im a} ſting, tries whether a part will ſecure the 

- thi} whole. And in the mean time no attempt is 

then} made to call in God to their reſcue, »s if he 

cab} were an idle unconcern'd ſpeRator of humane 

lie} affairs, or ſo inconſiderable a 1 Ally, as not to 

. well de worth the care of engaging him on their 

oni.f fide. Nay even in their laſt and dreadfulleſt 

tha danger, many ſeem not to quit their depen- 

pref} dance on their wealth , ſome Teſtamentary 

r re} charities muſt then do wonders for them, and 

& off paſs for all thoſe frwits of repentance, which 

»a{ | fhould ſecure them from the wrath ro come ; 

ied Even thoſe that have druk the blood of the 

ther | Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate in- 

jery'f $6 their Eſtates, think by difgorging ſowe | 
; G2 ſera! 
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ſmall part of it ( which perhaps lies.crude, no 
yet ſodigeſted ) ina Legacy to eaſe their cog. 
ſciences, ſo adapting their reſtitutions to their 
rapines, only in this one reſpeR, that thoſe zz 
well as theſe are of axother mans goods ; t 
never_ commencing, till death hath diſſeized 
them of all propriety, as if the 5niquizy of the 
Fathers were in this ſence to be vifired wpon th 
Children. Thus their Wills become their only 
paſs- port, to convey them to Abraham: boſom, 
and by thus cajolirg the poor at parting, 
they truſt to extinguiſh the clamors of all for. 
mer oppreſlions, and in ſpight of Solcmon wil 
hope, that Riches ſhall profit in the day of wrath 
Jt will not here be pertinent to inquire how 
many other objeRs of truſt they have, which 
divert them from that one, to which the & 
poltledire&ts them. It may ſuffice in general 
to ſay, that none can be ſuppoſed indeed to 
truſt on the living Ged, but thoſe who by fin 
cere piety qualifie themſelves for his proteRi. 
on; according to which meaſure *tis to be 
feared many even of the faireſt pretenders wil 
be excluded, 

25. If now we proceed to the laſt part of the 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, 
we may without an Avugur divine the return 
of that Inqueſt , For it having formerly ap 
peared,that they turn that ſtream which ſhould 
flow in Charity, to make the fuller current for 
their Luxury, *tis viſible they ,are far from de 
ſigning any ſelf-denial. Burt if that inference 

were 
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were not proof enough of it, they daily give 
wocular demonſtrations : What ſtudious pro- 
viſions do they make for the fleſh to /u/fi# the 
lbs thereof ? Rom.13.14. Nature affords not 
Meat delicate enough for their palats, it muſt 
he adulterated with the coſtly mixtures of 
Art, before it can become Gentile nouriſh. 
ment; and in this they are arrived to ſuch a 
niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very mys 
ſerious rrade, the Kitchin has almoſt as many 
intricacies as the Schools. And the quantity 
of their meat 1s not leſs extravagant then the 
kind; One that did but examine their Bills of 
fre, would think the Dogs appetite were the 
epidemick diſcaſe among them, if he did not 
conſider they had Eyes to be fed as well as 
bellies. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform, as not 
to have their Drink bear a full proportion 
with their Meat; and *cwere well if it did no 
more, that their Drinking had but thoſe ſer 
hours of their Meals, thac ſo there might be at 
leaſt ſome intervals and pauſes in their De- 
bauches, whereas now many perſons allow 
themſelves no longer intermiſſions then may , 
jaſt qualifie them for a new Exceſs, recover 
their wits only ſo far, as may put chem in ca- 
pacity of loſing them again. 

26. Burt beſides theſe, there is another ſort 
of proviſion for the fleſh, of which they are 
no leſs ſollicitous, and which many buy in 
at very dear rates: The embraces of a Wife 
are as nauſeous to them, as Manna to the Ifra- 
. | G 3 elites; 
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elites; 'tis Variety they hunt after; and 
they might have the Turks Seyaglio, they 
would not ſtick to take his Mahbomitaxiſ 
withall; Nay if that were as agreeable to their 
reaſon to believe, as to their inclinations to 
imbrace, they would certainly reckon it 4 
conſiderable part of the priſe, as that which 
to the preſent poſſeſſion ſuperadds a liberi 
reverſion of thoſe brutiſh delights, and would 
think they had made a very commodious bar 
gain, to have ſo exchanged the Chriſtians pre 
ſent purity, and future heaven. 
27. Toall theſe exceſſes, that of their A 
arel does perfeRly correſpond, fo much cok 
o much buſineſs goes to ir, that one may al 
moſt as cheaply and eaſily rig out a Ship, a 
ſer out a Gentleman in his compleat Equipage 
How many Artificers go there to the peecing 
him up! He that ſhould affign him one to 
each Limb, would much contra the number, 
which is indeed fo great, that if ir were compu- 
ted *ewould be found it conſtituted moſt of the 
Trades in a Commonwealch. A ſtrange dif 
proportion, that che Lictle world ſhould { 
much ourvie the Greater; and a lively inſtance 
it is of the multiplying faculty of Vanity, that 
can improve Natures ſimple neceſſity of co 
yering , to ſuch an exorbitant exceſs, and hss 
nurſt up the firſt Fig-leaves to ſuch a luxuriant 
growth, that the Hercynian Oaks which Mels 
tells ſuch wonders of, are bur a kind of Pigmy 
planc co them that thus overſpread the = 
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—7 | and from covering of Shame, are grown to 


ſhadow and darken Reaſon it ſelf, fo creating 
2 Moral nakedneſs, whilſt they hide a Na- 


tural. 

28. To all the reſt we may add their Sports 
and Recreations, the expenſivenefs whereof 
is no way inferior to all the former : Gaming, 
ikea Quickſand, ſwallows up a man in a mo- 
ment; and how many fuch Wrecks have theſe 
latter Ages produced? Hawks, and Hounds, 
and Horſes,&c. are ſomw hat flower devourers, 
yet as they are manag'd by ſome, tend much 
to the ſame end: So that methinks ſuch men 
ſeem ro make the ſame menace to their Eſtates, 
which Goliah did to David, 1 Sam. 17 44. 
I will give thee to the fe\vls of the air, and to 
the beaſts of the fi-ld. Sych vaſt numbers of 
them they have, and thoſe kept with ſuch 
nicene(s and curioſity, as if they had a deſigne 
todebauch the poor animals, and infet them 
with their luxury. *Tis now no xews in the 
literal ſen'e, to have the hilar ens brerd given 
te Dogs, and it may within a while be as httle, 
to have not only their ay|dren, but themſelves 
want it: For Prodigality is of the nature of 
the Viper, and eats out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth , and Aﬀgon's 
fate was both Emblem and Story, to be eaten 
up with his Dogs 

29. We have ſeen now how much their 
PraRtice ſwerves from their Duty :Let us next 
a little conſider , whether they might not be 

G 4 - happier, 
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happier, if chey were regulated by it. And 
firſt, a prudent overſight of their Eſtates i 
ſure far from being ſuch an oppreſling burden 
as ſome are — to fancyit: For if it be 
moderate, axd ſuch only I recommend, it i 
ſuppoſed to exclude all painful and diſquieting 
ſollicitudes, and then it becomes only of the 
nature of a,Divertiſement, helps them of 
with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, whoſe empt+ 
neſs becomes their load, and which they would 
elſe be in pain, and probably at no ſmall coſt 


to diſpoſe of. And I ſee not why it ſhould not |; 


be full as pleaſant at the inſtant, to talk of 
their own affairs, as of other mens, ( which 
yet are the uſual entertainment of thoſe that 
negle& their own, ) to take up Accomprts at 
home, as Reckonings at the Tavern: And 1 
am ſure 'tis much more ſo in the conſequences 
of it, as much as peace is above diſcord 
and tumnlt, plenty above indigence and ne- 
ceſſity. 

30. Next for Contentment, univerſal cor 
ſent ſuperadds the labor of proving that a 
happineſs, it being unanimouſly accorded to 
be the Elixar and quinteſſence of all that pre 
tends to that title; to be to all theſe outward 
things, as the ſoul is to the body, that which 
animates and infpirits them, without which 
they are bur dead, yea noiſome carcaſſes, preſ- 
ſures inſtead of enjoyments. This is the true 
Philoſophers ſtone, that turns all it touches 
irto gold, the poor man is Rich with ir, and 
the 
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the Richeſt poor without it, Whoever there= 
es is | {re deſires to improve his eſtate, let him be« 
rden | gin his culture or husbandry upon his mind, 
It be plant there this Tree of life, the ſhade yhereof 
it s Jill yeeld him a perpetual refreſhment, *cwill 
ting I nake him alwaies as Rich as he deſires to be , 
' the I and he certainly knows not what he asks, that 
| off F demands more. 

apt- | 31, The next duty, that of Liberality, may 
ould F perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiable an 
colt F 4ſpe& ; bur it is only by thoſe who look upon 
not Firchrough falſe Glaſſes: men generally conſider 
K Of Fit as a peece of ſpiritual rapine , an _— 
hich F framed by Divinesto force open their Coffers,, 
that I 4nd plunder them without a War : but if they 
SA} would but turn the right end of the perſpe- 
id I I Rive, *cwould then have a quite contrary ap- 
aces F pearance , they would diſcern that it is the 
ord Þ means to multiply, not diminiſh their ſtore, 
ne- I amore prohitable way of uſury, then any the 
preedielt extortioner hath ever found out. *Tis 
Otr Þ alending to the Lord. Prov. 19. 17. who ſure- 
tt fly is the moſt ſolvent Debtor any can deale 
to Þ with, and one who never makes ſcanty retri- 
re | butions. This I am confident might be atteſted 
ard Þ eventually true by all thoſe who have attempt- 
ich F edto make the experiment, the only prejudice 
ich Þ that can lie againſt their Teſtimony is the pau- 
rel- | city of thoſe that have ſo attempted (and would 
rue | to God men would conſpire to ſolve that ob- 
hes } jeRion ) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
nd | mon'd to give in their accomprs, I doubt not 
| it 
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it would appear their bounty had enriched ng 
impoveriſhed them IT am ſure I haye met wi 
ſeverall remarkable inſtances of it, but never 
yet with one to the contrary, and therefore 
either reaſgn or preſident may have force, he 
that conſiders but rightly his own temporal Ie 
tereſt, cannot but have appetite to this Duty, 
in reſpec of himielf. And yer where there ar 
any bowels, this is bata faint inducement com. 
pared with chat which ariſes from the calank 
ties of the perſons to be relieved, The wants 
the Poor are loud and paſſionate Orators, ſud 
as cannot miſs co work upon any, on whom 
_ covetouſneſs hath not firſt wrought the unhap 
py Mecamorphiſis, of turning them into ſtone; 
and theſe having once conveyed into a mans 
mind a compaſſionate regret, himſelf groans 
under that preſſure, which he ſees cruſhing 
the other, and then what can be more pleaſant 
then by a ſeaſonable charity to eaſe both. None 
doubts of the Receivers delight, but fure that 
is ſhorc of the Givers, by how much the inters 
or ſence is more ſubti]e and acute then the ex 
terior ; would God choſe who make it their 
trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try bu 
this One peece of Epicuriſme, and then I doubt 
not, they would acknowlecg that all meats 
infipid, compared with that, which they eate 
with the poor mans mouth, the moſt ſplendid 
apparel fordid and inglorious, in reſpe of 
that they were ugon his back ; and all pleaſure 
andrecreationsjoyleſs and uneaſie, bebe 
Wi 
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with choſe tranſcendent delights, which attend 
the exerciſe of Chriſtian liberaliry. 

2, Nor havethey in the nexc place any rea- 
fn to ſuſpe& the Apoſtle treacherous co their 
preſent intereſt, when ke ſeeks to diſpoyle them 
of that eicher Pride, or confidence , which 
their riches are apt to create, For the former 
is certain all haughty perſons tay very pro- * 
| perly interrogare themſelves in chac forme, 
we find wWi/. 5. 8 What hath Pride pr: fited HI, 
w what good hath riches With ony waunting 
browght w ? It would ſurely puzle che moſt ex- 
perienced man to define what there is 1n Pride, 
that can afford any felicity , The utmoſt char 
can be pretended is that it is a lively cheerfvl 
thing co have good thoughts of ones ſelf, buc 
he chat can in earneſt make this plea for Pride 
does in juſtice oweas fair an encomium to Bed- 
lam, for according to this meaſure that con- 
tains the happieſt people, there being thoſe, 
that are the moſt highly raprt in the opinion of 
their own excellencies Yer fure we ſhould 
"| judge him in goal Election for the place, that 
ſhould lcok upon it with appetive. But admire 
this might indeed paſs for a pleaſure, yet it is 
the parent of a far greater uneaſineſs, and like 
acarcaſs breeds a worm, that devours it felf, 
for he that looks on himſelf with ſuch reve- 
rence, exaQs that all others ſhould do ſo too, 
and when he fails in that aime ( as none fo fre- 
quently does, as the proud ) what diſquiets and 
Wpatiencies is he under, ſuch as infinitely over- 
whelm 
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whelm all the pleaſure of his vain complaces, - 
cies, A littlediſreſp:Ct from Mordccas is ablff v4 
ac 


to evacuate all Hamans proſperity; ſuch; 
cheat and impoſtor is Pride , that whilſt i 
pretends to exalt, it debaſes whillt it elevate 
a man above. others, it really ſubje&s himnſſ;.” 
them, puts him in their power to torment anſſ” | 
cruciate, and whilſt it makes ſhew of advar 
cing, *tis but in the ſame manner that the Ra 
excends the ſtature by diflocating the joynt A 
And then hope *cwill be no anſiendly offceſ}”* 
to perſwade men, to keep themſelves fron. 
that engine of pain, or to recommend to then 
ſuch an humility of mind, as may preſerve then F 
in that ſecurity and compoſedneſs, whidN,, 
is fundamentally neceſſary to all true happrJ;.- 
neſs. 

33- The very ſamejudgement is to be made - 
of the other branch of the caution, the me 
truſting in uncertain richer, but in the living 
God, which is moſt viſibly every mans preſent 
concerament, he that can entertain a doubt of 
it, let him bur fall into the hands of ſome tres 
cherous or but impotent perſon, that ſhalln,* 
ſome important affairs betray his trult, orde 
ceive his hopes, and then let him tell me whe fo, 
ther it be nota mans immediate and moſt pre. 
ſing intereſt, to build his confidences on the q, 
rock, not on the ſand. Nothing but the amv Jy, 
Zing exigencies of a ſinking man, can excuſe the 
folly of catching at reeds ; but he that ſhould 
deliberately ele& ſuch ſupporters, would be 

| rhought 
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y ought as mad, as he is ſure to be miſerable. 
wore Yet this is but the faint and imperfe&t emblem 
uch iN him who reſts upon his wealth, whereas on 
il Ttteother fide he that ſhelters himſelf undcr the 
MMadow of the Almighty, is poſſeſt of a moſt 
inexpugnable fortreſs, for how can he faile of 
kcurity, that has Omniporence for his guard, 
or be deluded in his truſts, that depends on 
Rad Truth it ſelf? Let theſe ſo difiant lates be com- 
over Bed, and then ure I ſhall nor need to antici- 
7 ſjateany mans judgement, but may leave him 
topronounce on which fide his Intereſt, as 
oo well as Duty lies in this particular. 

| 34. Laſtly, Temperance alſo puts in her 
hich caim to Pleaſure, which 1 preſume thoſe will 
ano ure to reſiſt, who place that wholly in the 
PP FftisfaRion of the ſenſuall appetite , yer I be- 
keve one might take even theſe men in ſuch a 
*Flaſon, when they ſhould be forced to give 
wptheir verdi& for it, Come to the Glutton 
| when he is laboring under the load of an over- 
brof harged Nomack, ro the Drunkard when his 
mornings qualm is revenging on him his laſt 
tights debauch , to the juſifull perſon, when 
& the torment of his bones admoniſh him of the 
bios of his flcſh, and then ask them whether 
Temperance be not more pleaſant then its con- 
q the # ary. 1 can ſcarce think the Devil has any ſuch 
ſour Confeſſors, bur will then betray his cauſe. 

But this vertue is in it ſelf too amiable to need 
ould þ ny of theſe foyles to illuſtrate it ; the pleaſure 
| be ſubduing a luſt, of denying an appetite , 


1ght 1-3 


evate 


Um ty 


94. The Gentleman's Calling. | 


| —_— 


is not only nobler, but greater then any is toke 
had in the moſt tranſporting momert of ati 
fingthem. Every man will call him a bruir, tha 
when an Enemy is in the field loſes the oppor. 
tunity of a glorious victory, and expoſes hin- 
ſelf ro certain Caprivity, rather then forſake 
his liquor, or other ſordid pleaſure. And this 
js juſt the deciſion # the preſent caſe, our lull 
are our mortallelt Enemies, and every time 
they aſſault us, *cis in our choice either by re} | 


fiſting chem to gain a ſignal conqueſt, or ell 

by ſtooping ro thoſe deſpicable cures they holl 

out to us, to be vanquiſhed by them Hetha 

chuſes the laſt, if he have any ſhadow of plex adv 
fare, *tis only that of a Beaſt, ( like a horſe whomal 
though he hath indeed the ſatisfaRion of re0n 
ceiving meat, yet he alſo rakes the bridle; yaJwit 
the whip roo from the ſame hand) *Tis theJun 
former only, that is. the pleaſure of a man, gn 
which .I ſuppoſe ſufficient to evince to whidJ nt! 
the diff:rence belongs, for ſure none can thinlſſ pin 
God hath been ſo unkind to his own image uſſ the 
humane nature ; as in the diſpenſation of fer a 
city to aſſign the larger (hare to the Brain Gr 
And therefore in this particular as well as the ma 
reſt wemay conclude, that he is not only tie} cc 
moſt pious but the m>ſt happy perfan, du Gf 
makes the right uſes of his wealth, al 
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Ppor- : | 

m0} the third Advantage, that | 
d this me. | 
r lol of Ti 

time 

y ref! Er us now proceed to the third advan- 

r elf rage, that of Time, which though 

hold men do often ſo induſtricuſly waſt, | 
> that a$ if it were rather a burden then an | 


'ple- advantage, yet the differing eſtimates they 
» who make of1t, when it 1s neer expiring, the paſli- 
of reſonate Death-bed wiſhes of a few dates reprieve, 
- ye witneſs that it has a reall value , For were R 
s the}an empty uſeleſs ching, it would not then be- 
man, {gin to appear conſiderable, when all other va- 
vhicI nties grow in contempt with us. The unhap- 
chink pineſs of it is, that men learn to prize it, as 
ge inff] they do moſt other good things, rather by the 
ff] want, chen the enjoying, buy the «kill of cra- 
yairf ding with the loſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
1s theſſ maincain the traffick, and then only come to 
y th account it a treaſure, when chey can no longer 
af dfpoſe it ro any benefit , and that diſpeſing 


5 


done is it thar can render it truly valuable. It 
s therefore a moſt neceſſary providence to 
| Fiearn this art of improvement, this peece of 
 CTI firicuall husbandry, without which a mans 
klf becomes that accurſed ſoyle, the Apoſtle 

| mentions, 
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mentions, Heb. 6. 8. whoſe end 1s tobe burw 
Let us therefore a while examine what ar 
thoſe imployments of our Time, which my 
render it moſt fertile to our preſent comfor, 
and future accomprt. 

2. Every man faies ( though perhaps fey 
conſider ) that our time here is but a prologue 
to Eternity elſe where, and that the condition 
of that eternity, whether happy or miſerabl 
depends upon the well husbanding of this time, 
That therefore and that only can be the right 
managery of it, which tends to make our future 
eſtate as happy, as it is ſureto be laſting. To 
this purpoſe God hath chalked us our ſont 
great lines of Duty, from whence ſo man 
lefler do ariſe, as will, if we will permit then, 
ewiſt and winde themſelves with every how 
of our lives' And though theſe duties are intht 
kind of them obligatory to all condicionsd| 
men, yet frequenter Acts of them are expede 
from thoſe, whoſe Qualities and fortunes give 
them more vacancy from ſecular toyles. 

3. Forcertainly it is not to be fancied, tha 
Gog who has put an active principle into or 
nature, ſhould induflriouſly provide for the 
ſupprefling its operations in any, devote ſud 
a Sele& number of men, as an Hecatombe to 
offered up to Idleneſs, and yet much {els ar 
it be thought, that he ſhould ſo promote thi 
iniquity, which he profeſſes to hate, as to de 
ſign them to the purſuits of that, Manumi 
them from labor, to leave them freer for vice 

AL 
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And if neither of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their 
leiſure were not indulged them either that 
they might do nothing, or de 11, there remains 
only a third end imaginable, and that is the 
doing good ; (For as for Sports and Paſtimes, 
the belt of rhem come ſo neer to Idleneſs, and 
the worſt of them to Vice, as the one is not to 
be allowed any, ſo the other no conſiderable 
part of their time.) Now becauſe none 5 good 

' bat one, that & Gods Mar. 10.18. we car take 
our meaſures of good actions only from his 
preſcription , and ſo thoſe which he has com- 
mended as ſuch to Mankind in general, point 
our” to this particular rank of men the nature 
of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial Vacan- 
cie and leiſure does the higher degrees of 


4. And firſt thoſe of Piety towards, God 
pſtly challenge a great ſhare of their Time: 
for whereas God may ſeem to have limited 
and confined the poor mans zeal, by that rule 
of preferring mercy to themſelves before ſacri- 
fice to him, he does by exempting the rich from 
thoſe neceſſities tacitly require their devotion 
to ſwell up to ſome proportion with his bounty 
tothera, who being freed from thoſe weights 
wherewith others are clogged and incumbred, 
even nature it ſelf ſuggeſts the expeRarion of 
their ſoaring higher , He has put cheWar a 
diſtance from the meaner cares and follicitudes 
of life, as if he were jealous choſe might prove 

if his rivals, and keep chem from growing into 
| H J 
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a cloſer intirmacie with himſelf. And ſhall this 
deſigne of love be defeated? and when he ha 
thus ſecured himſelf from one ſort of Compe. 
titor, ſhall more and baſer be ſought out, 
every the triflingelt and vileſt Entertainment 
be courted to come and ſupplant him ? This 
were indeed to anſwer that odious charader 
of the Adultereſs, Ez:rk.16.34. which was not 
ſollicited, but did follicit. And thoſe that caq 
make ſuch unworthy and provoking return 
to ſo endearinz a kindneſs, evince themſelve {; 
deſtitute not only of grace, but of all degrees 
of common good nature : For when he ſo pro 
jets for their familiarity and converſe, what 
can be more inhumane and ingrate, then thu Þ; 
ſcornfully to decline it > Yet under this charge 
all thoſe will certainly fall, who do not imploy 
( nay devote) every day ſome conſiderable 
part of this their vacant time to the keeping 
up their intercourſe with God, by Reading | 
Prayer, and Meditation. 

5. Inthe nexc place, Themſelves put in for 
a part : But here I mean not thoſe brutiſh 
ſenſual ſelves, which have in many ( like Phe 
raok*s lean kine) devoured the nobler and jj; 
more excellent; but it is the more divine and 
ſublimared part of them, on which their time 
ist0 be laid out, and here they can never watt 
buſmeſs, that being in ſeveral reſpeRs a vet) of a] 
proper objec of their diligence. For firit, thei Jang 
Underſtandings, how clear and vigorous 
ever, attain not their height at once, ate Fohof 
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not like e Adam created in a ſtate of maturity 
and perfetion, bur like his degraded poſterity 
make gradual motions towards it, advance by 
ſeveral ſteps and degrees of proficiencie, nor 
an we inthis life aſcend to fuch a Non #/r4, 
4 excludes a poſſibility of growth. So that 
no advantage of Education can ſuperſede the 
uſe of After-induſtry, that being ſtill able to 
make farther improvements, bring in new ac- 
ceflions to their Knowledge: And this is fo 
inviting an entertainment, as may very reaſon- 
ably expect cheir companies ſome hours of rhe 
lay in their Studies. 

6. Bur though this be a conſiderable, yer 
git not the weightielt part of that care they 
owe themſelves. For as the Soul conſider'd 
in its Intelle&, may thus become their Pupil, 
þ in its Morals it has often need to be their 
Ping Fratient : For though in its Original inſtitution 

twas perfectly pure and healchy, yet by in- 
kubiting in this peſthouſe the Fleſh, ic hath 
<atracted much of its contagion ; and by 
bow much the more delicate and refined its 
<mpoſition is, ſo much the more mortal are 

he diſeaſes to which it is ſubjeR ; Ic will there» 

re require a cloſe and wary attendance. A 
Phyſician that has a nice and tender Patient, 
muſt be very aſliduous in his care, obſeryanc 

J Jofall fymproms, watchful againſt all accidents. 
And ſo certainly ſhould mea be here, they 
hould make daily obſervations how their 

, Ate Iphoſtly ſtrength increaſes or decaies, what 
ngt H 2 Humor 
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Humor moſt predominates, whether Choler boil 
up into rage,Phlegm freeze into ſloth; whether 
the Sanguineneſs of their temper make then 
luſtful, or the Melancholy revengeful, and 
accordingly apply their ſpiritual Purgativez, 
the Baths, or the Pa/eſtra, preſcribe rules of ; 
of Diet and Exerciſe ; and doubtleſs whoever 
r:akes theſe daily {tri inſpeQions into him; 
{-If, will by the ineſtimable benefic he receive 
from it, be taught how great a bleſſing hi 
Time is, and how much a greater to hare 
grace thus to imploy it. 

7. But though a Mans ſelf be a Province 
wide ecough to take up a good part of his 
time, yet muſt he not ſo ingroſs it, as tode 
fraud his Neighbor, who has alſo a rightto 
ſhareinirt. God having made man after hi 
own Image has (as part of that) ſtamped upon 
him the Bounty and Communicativeneſs of 
his nature: And therefore when we live wholy 
to our ſelves, we raſe and deface that Imprek; 
and when *cis remembred that the heinouſnes 
even of Murder is by God pronounced to arik 
from the violation of His Image, Gey. 9.6 
parity of reaſon muſt conclude this no light 
gu:le. Ner is it only our Goods we are to in 
part ( for that werea very partial Tranſcript 
of that Bounty we are to imitate, which git 
us ſo much beſtdes ) bur in general whateve 
other Ability we have by which our neighbe 
may receive advantage; and ſo a man has s 
many imploiments of his time , as he eithe 


TLIC 


finds or can make opportunities of doing good 
others. I ſay make , for ſure ſince God hath 
conſtitured Love to our neighbor one of the 
fundamental laws to Mankind , we are not 
to look upon it only as an accident or caſualty, 
but as a main and diliberate buſineſs of our 
ves; not refer it wholly to chance whether 
ever we ſhall do an aR of this kind, or no, but 
induſtriouſly ſeek our and improve occaſions. 
Thus we find the Liberality of our Bleſſed 
lord repreſented to us in the parable of the 
great Supper, Lk. 14, 16. where there was 
not only liberal proviſions made for ſuch as 
would come in, but importunity uſed to draw 
them, particular invitations made to the poor 
and the maimed, the halt and the blind; and 
when that brought not in Guelts enow, the 
_—_ aud Hedges were to be ranſacked, 

a general Preſs, as it were, made of men, 
to receive not the Earnelt-penny of Death, 
(which is uſually the (ignification of our Preſs- 
money) but the Amepalt of Eternal Life. Oh 
that all thoſe who pretend to Greatneſs of 
Mind, would copie out this Muniticence, that 
{| they would prevent mens delires, and invite 
them ro come and be obliged by them. For 
want of this, many occaſions of doing bene- 
fits are loſt, the modeliy of ſome, perhaps the 
"1 pride of others, averts them from requeſting 
thoſe aſliſtances they moſt need : It were there- 
fore the nobleſt Study a Genr/eman could enter. 
tain himſelf with, to ſearch the various Wants 
H 3 of 
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of thoſe within his ſphere; but thenhe mt 3h 
beſureto do it with a candid deſign, the more ©... 
opportunely to apply himſelf to their aid, h rl 
muſt not treacherouſly inquire , who want 

knowledge, to deride, but in{tru& them, nat 
hunt out a debauched perſon, to make him his 
Companion, but his Convert , not finde out 
quarrels to foment, but compoſe them, ina} | 
word, not pry into other mens concernmentz, Pl 
like a buſie-body, but a Friend ; not co,comph 


with his own curioſity, but their need. And i 
now he that pays a juſt Tribute of his Timevy ;. 
theſe three grand Duties, will (when the other le 
duesto Nature, temporal Afﬀeairs, and necel- | 
ſary Civilities are deducted) not have much to | 
facrifice either to Idleneſs or Vice, but wil ot 


rather think he wants Time chen Buſineſs. 


8. Butalas, the full leiſure they generally th 


finde for the diret contrary employments, 


| ; m 
witneſſes too irrefragably that they are not} ,; 

- | 4 r! 
thus taken up. It is true indeed, we inde Gol | 
often in their Mouths, but it is rather in Oats} 
then Prayers, as if they meant their profane - 
tions ſhould de the onely teſtimony that they | 
believeda Deity. How many are there ſud} , 
proteit Voraries to Bacchus, That their Knee | , 


are reſerved onely for him, never to be bent 
but in drinking of Kealths, that ſeem to have 
enacted to themſelves the prophaner part of 
Darin's Law , Dan-6. 7. that of asking us 
Petition of Ged , Onely herein out-vying him; 
that tlieu's is for an indefinite, not limited | 

_ time, 
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gme, who reckon ſaying of Prayers amo 
thoſe pedantick tasks of their childhood,which 
expire with the Rod and Fera/a, and can never 
think fit to debaſe their more Manly ſtate to it, 
uoleſs perhaps a reſtleſs night may force them 
tocall it in to ſupply the place of a more uſual 
and pleaſing Anodyne. Whether this be not 
the pitch of many Gentlemens Devotion, I 
appeal to any that obſerves their practice 

9. Nor have they much more to do inthe 
Library, then rhe Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored 
with Rowances : Any deeper ſort of reading 
is as formidable to them, as che Mines or Gal- 
leys; nor do they without wonder look at 
thoſe who can voluntarily ſer themſelves to 
we at thoſe Oars: Bur Divinity is beyond all 
others under prejudice with them, decryed not 
onely as a crabbed, but ungentile (tudy; fo 
that upon painof Reproach, none are to know 
more of it, then may juſt qualitie chem to de- 
ride it, or read the Bible to any other purpoſe, 
then to enable them to blaſpheme God in his 
own ſtile. If theſe men may be ſaidatallto 
converſe with God, it is in the ſame manner, 
that the Phariſees did with our Saviour, with 
the inſidious delign of entangling him in his 
talk, Xſatch-22, And ſure the more time is 
thus ſpent, the worſe. 

10. Proportionably to this they acquit 
themſelves of the other parts of this Duty , 
that time which they ſhould beftow either in 
preventing or curing their ſpiritual Maladies, 

Fo 
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they lay out wholly in.contraQting or increy 
ſing them , they have made a molt {tric | 

with the Fleſh , and kke faithful Confederaty 
they omit no endeavor to ſtrengthen its Party, 
to ſupply it with freſh forces, the expence of 
-their whole day is managed wholly in order 
to that end. Thus that they may be ſureto 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give 
it a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth inthe morn- 
ing, a full meal of Gluttony at noon, belides 
multitudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe 
and Fancies, all the day : And with theſe Aux 
iliaries, it need not doubt to maintain the Field 
againſt poor macerated Chaſtity. So again, 


leſt Sobriety ſhould happen to ſurpriſe them, i 


and gain but the honor of one Day, how vigi- 
lant are they to give it the firſt aſſault? ſcarce 
a day that they draw nor up in Battalia againſt 
it, and ſeldom miſs giving it a total Rout , and 
if Sleep like a Milt befriend it to ſteal upon 
them inthe morning again, yet that little Suc- 
ceſs is but a preparation to a more ſignal De 
feat in the afternoon , which is with many, a 
time allotted wholly to theſe skirmiſhes , per- 
haps the chace followed all night, nay, pur- 
ſued ſo far by ſome, till an habitual Sotriſhnels 
fave them the labor of theſe Quotidian Com- 
bats. Nor is their Pride ſo affronted, as to be 
forgot in the diſtribution of their time, a good 
ſcantling of it is cut out to its uſe, ſome in 
contriving and deſigning their Cloaths, and 
ſome in putting them on ; ſome in — 

em- 
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re> hemſelves, and ſome in projecting to be ad- 
gue Enired by others ; ſome in bearing flatreries, 
ates and more in reflefing and ruminating upon 
ty, 


ecf | 11. As for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
der which are not thus devoted to theſe or ſome 
eto Father ſer and ſolemn /Senſualities, they are 
ive Feleaned up by Sports and unſigaificant 
rn» Ipaſtimes ; nay, even ſome who abſtain from 
des the former, do yet ſo wholly abandon chem. 
Ire Eſelves to the latter, that their lives become ut- 
ur- Fterly unproficable. Under this number I have 
eld Fro intention to include all who allow them- 
in, Elves Recreations; I know ſome divertiſement 
Mm, Jisſo neceſſary both to the Body and Minde of 
gi- Yaman, that if it keep within moderate bounds, 
ce Fitis but a juſt debt to himſelf, and cannot fall 
nſt Junder any ill charaRer ; bur that which is re- 
nd Fprehenſible in this matter. is the exceſs and 
on Finordinacy of it, the making that a buſineſs, 
Ic- Evhich ſhould be but a diverſion: And this we 
e ke too uſual with many, who ablurdly ſtretch 
,a Ithispriviledge of their Geatility, even till it 
er- Fbreak; purſue their ſports of Hawking and 
r- FHunting, ec- ſo vehemently and aſſiduouſlly, 
els Fthat ere they are aware, they adopt theſerheir 
n- ICallings;, never conſidering that a Faulconer 
be For Huntſman is indeed as mean a Vocation, as 
dd Fthoſe they moſt deſpiſe. Bur whatever other 
in Jpaſtimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
id Fhis time , he does in it extreamly reproach 
g Jlimſelf, racitely confeſſes, That he is unfic for 
'y Sengrous 
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o_m_ and manly imployments, and call 
imſelf Childe, while he thus trifles and play 
away his days. 

' 12, I know not whether I may rank the 
great and deep Gameſters in this File, for 
though the nature of their imployment belong 
to it, yet there are ſuch coni:derable ruingy 
effeRs of it, as ſeem to place it inthe number 
of more ſerious Ills And indeed , though 
Cuſtom hath called it Play, yet the many ant: 
ous fears and uneaſie Commotions which uſu} 
ly attend it, evince the great impropriety 
the Title, and would more reaſonably har 
Sivenit a name of che dire& contrary import 
ance. But as feigned names are commonly at 
. art of concealing perſons, fo this Traded 
ſumes the ſtile of Divertiſement, indeed to dif 
guiſe is true original, which undoubtedly 
Covetouſneſs : For what imaginable cauſe cat 
there be affigned, beſides the deſire of Wir 
ning, that ſhould make men venture what the 
are ſo unwilling to looſe? It is certain, he 
that plays for a Peece, has as much of the 6+ 
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vertive part, as he that lakes a thouſand , anlſ c 
were that all were deſigned, men need no 
and certainly would not ſo profulely overf ,, 
buy what offers it ſelf at ſo much a cheap , 
rate, I know this 5a motion men think to , 
fordid to own, but would God they woul ,, 
once learn (in this better ſence) to reve o 
themſelves as well as others, and deſpiſe toy 
prevailed on by what they are aſhamed uf ,, 


avon: 
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2yow : But the event ordinarily ſpeaks it as 
great a Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
are too many fad inſtances in the ſhipwracke 
fortunes of theſe Adventurers , and indeed 
there is nothing wonderful in ir, but that men 
will be ſo mad as to run the hazard : For that 
being ſuppoſed , it is not at all ſtrange to ſee 
them ſink under it; for a man has hereto deal 
not with Chance alone (which yet were but a 
tickle bottom to imbark in) but with ſuch com- 
dinations of Deceit, that even good Fortune 
itſelf will not ſecure him ; ſo that he thar has 
not learnt to Plough with the ſame Heifer, is 
'S like to make but. ſad Husbandry of it ; and 
even thoſe that have, if they hzppen to get 
ſome few good Crops, yet they quite wear out 
the ſoyl with them, forfeit that Reputation 
with all conſidering men, which ſhould ler 
them in to farther opportunities, and leave 
themſelves to live not ſo much upon their own 
Wits, as other mens Follies. It is true indeed, 
that hath intheſe latter days proved a pretty 
large Common to graz2 on, and ſome have 


5 F ſeemed tothrive well upon it ; but generally 
d 9h {ch Cattle meet at laſt with a pinching Win- 
Oy ter, which leavesthem as bare and meagre, as 
Key ever. In ſhort, Cheating'has uſually a reflex- 
nk wy «1 efficacy, ,and deceives none more then 
we'y thoſe thatuſe ir, yet ſuch a ſtroak hath it now 
rey got in Gaming, that in moſt Companies it 
& leaves men onely this miſerable choice, Whe- 
w- x: verthey will beaQive or paſſive inir, which 


methinks 
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methinks ſhould be enough to awake men, x | - 
immoderate Tyrannies uſe to do, to vindicate of d& 
their Liberties, and reduce Gaming from this ind 
exorbirancy to its Primitiveuſe, make it ceaſe man 
to bea Trade, and become a Recreation; and tot 
that roo bounded within ſuch juſt limits, that Y® 
it may not incroach on thoſe hoars which ['® 
ſhould be deſtined to greater conceraments the 
But as it is, berween this and the reſt, either le 
Impertinencies or Vices, all their time isf 
pre-ingaged and fore-{ta:led, that their moſt _ 
important intereſt is lefc forlorn and negle& = 
ed; they have as little leiſure as Will to con | ®* 
{der the poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that pro 
they carry any ſuch trifle about them, hy 
13. And now they that thus forget God and 
themſelves, no wonder if they afford little con the 
{ideration to their brethren ; they will not " 
be guilty of ſuch an Indecorum, or deny the | ** 
Body of Sin its exact ſymmetry, by making this c 
part unproportionable to the reſt, and there. 
fore they either allow no part of their timeto || P© 


others, or do it to ſuch inverted perverſe purp6 N 
ſes, as makes the payment worſe then robbery, 
Thus many beſtow Viſits on others, not out of . 
any purpoſe of kindneſs, but either ro trifle 0 
away their own time,or to make obſer vations, | 
what they can fſpie of ridiculous to entertain a 


their laughter. A myſterie the Londox-viſitants 
are Senerally well read in, who have put this 
buſineſs long ſince into a ſetled courſe , fo that 4 
the diſcoveries of one Vilit ſets them in a _ h 
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of defaming, backbiting diſcourſe for the next, 
and ſo ſucceſſively a4 5»finitum. * So again, 
many who call themſelves Gentlemen, much 
tothe reproach of that title, if they can find 
out a young Heir of much wealth and little 
prudence, how officious, how diligent are 
they in attending him? watching him as glad- 
as a Vulture does the fall of a Carkaſs, till 
find*an advantage to rook him at Play, 
entangle him in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray 
him to ſome mean and unequal Match, So if 
they hear but of a beautiful Woman , what 
contrivances, what deſigns do they lay, firſt 
to ſee, and then to corrupt her ; make it a 
buſineſs to themſelves, as well as a trade to 
their agents and faRors, to ſpring ſuch game? 
And upon ſuch occaſions as theſe can liberally 
acrifice their Time, of which when any Cha- 
ritable office would borrow from them but 
me few minutes, they are then ſuch buſie 
perſons, they can by no means afford it: A 
Nabals blunt and churliſh refuſal, or at beſt 
a Felix's put-off to a convenient ſeaſon, are 
the uſual returns to ſuch motions. But to an- 
ticipate the Propoſal, ro go in queſt of ſuch 
portunities, looks with them like a piece 
of Knight. crrantry, has ſo little of their pra- 
Rice, that it ſcarce eſcapes their ſcorn. 

14. And now what a heavy Bill of Indi&- 
ment is like one day to be brought in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
bors ſhall all join in the Charge! Oh - at 

they 
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they would ſeaſonably conſider how fadly oþ Þoure 
noxious they are to it, and that condemnation {te 
which will inevitably follow. it, that ſo the 
may, according to Chriſts councel, Xat.5:25.f 15: 
agree with the(e adverſaries While they art a Þ* 
the way, and by yielding to each of them for Þ 
the ſuture a juſt portion of their Time, com: $201! 
pound the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs apaink F* 
them. That they would remember, what of all 
their prodigalities, this of their Time is the 
molt deſperate, ſuch as is moſt impoſſible to 
redeem, and yet that wherein they are of all Þ 
others the deeplieſt concerned. And this they Jt 
would certainly be convinced of, if their Aery Þ 
fancies could but ſo condenſe into Earth, a Þ 
to bring them into any acquaintance with Þ* 
their Beds of duſt, give them ſome foretalte 
of their Dying terrors: For let them but ſadh 
think what they would then give for ſome fen 
of thoſe Days they now ſtudy to fling away, 
and they cannot chooſe but infer the neceſſity F 
of being better Husbands, We read in Sctr F 
pture of the Demoniacks dwelling among th 
Tombs; but the Devil has ſure Sanped that 
habitation, for, thoſe whom he now Poſleſſe 
he permits not to converſe at all there, u 
knowing it is the propereſt preparative to his 
diſpoſſeſſion : And doubtleſs it would be the $990. 
moſt powerful Exorciſm, as of all others, {6 
of this Evil ſpirit (this filching Devil, that 
thus ſteals from men their precious hours) 
Often to deſcend into the Vault or Charnet I] 
houſe, 
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uſe, and by ſerious conſideration how ſhort bs 
heir Time is, to inforce upon themſelves a 


ae of redeeming it. 
15- Nor need they fear, that to redeem 


- i {bei Time, they muſt ſell their Pleaſures, give 
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p themſelves to a joyleſs [tate of life ; for 
hbough it is true they muſt reſign their coun- 
afeit, they ſhall have real Delights in ex- 
bange ; they muſt part with their Glaſs, bur 
| bave Gold in ſtead of it; and as none 
a rude [dias will repine at that bargain 

1 the Literal, ſo none but a ruder Chriſtian 
an diſlike ic in the Moral ſence. For inthe 
t place, he that imploys his time in conver» 
og with God, is not onely more honorably 
od more profitably, bur alſo more pleaſantly 
ied then he can poſlibly be any other way. 
eall fay, That God is the centre of Felicity ; 
he gives himſelf the lie, that does nor 
tal confeſs, that the cloſer acquaintance we 
ave with him, the nearer approach we make 
ohappineſs: For whoever believed the Sun 
lobe the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to 
reeze by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none 
but the down-right Atheiſt can with any tole. 
nble Logick, Aepure tbe pleaſantneſs of this 
: For can any whoſe Faith has ſer up a 

, ſuffer their fancies to dreſs him like a 
hend ? Put on him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as 
may beget averſion, defer them from ap- 
proaching to him? Can they call him a Deity, 
vo whom they will aot attribute ſo nr 
ey 
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they will to every ingenuous man, the honge 
of being good Company? This is to be 
onely prophane, bur abſurd ; and if there 
any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, 1 ſuppoſe him ws 
capable of conviction by Argument , the con-{[0 
mon Proverb hath affigned him his Teache {Van 
#iz. Experience, let him by frequent, yet 
verent Addreſſes to God, grow into ſomefs 
mil:arity with him, bring himſelf within < 
ſtance of receiving his refreſhing Influence 9" 
and then he will diſcover how very unkindeheſ 
hath been to himſelf in thus long boldingof|Mt 
In Humane Converſations we uſe not to find 
the gult and reliſh of them, till we-arive wf} 0! 
fome degree of freedom, they that convert 
as itrangers, are under conſtraints and uheal 
neſs ; and certainly the main cauſe of thatdi 
Suit men have to this Spiritual entercourſe, i 
their unaccuſtomedneſs to it : They addreſsts 
God perfectly as {trangers, now and theny 
him a ſlight Viſit, as it were by way of for 
mality and Complement , and then no wond 
if it be neicher ſatisfactory to God nor the 
ſelves : Bur then *cis ſure great injuſtice t 
defame that as unpleaſant, which becomes k 
only by their own ill managery ; To ſay there 
is no water inthe Well, only becauſe they ne 
le& to provide a Bucket for the drawing 
it up. 

16. In the next place *cis ſure, their Soul 
mean them no malice, in exaCing part of ther 
Time. For firſt what chey beſtow in improving 

ag 
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and exalcing their Underſtandings, does not © 
fjooly bring chem in vaſt advantages in the end, 
rehefſbut affords them alſo very fair accommodati- 
1 we 00s by the way : Learning yields fach variety 
rom-Jof agreeable entertainments, that like the 
che {Manna in the Wilderneſs it adapts it ſelf to 
erery mans taſte, he that likes not one ſort 
ef. aay fit bimſelf with another, and fure he 
n6 hol havea — vitiated palate, to whom 
nee f (one of them will reliſh. I can ſcarce think 


le Nature has produced any thing ſo diſtemper'd; 
oof fue men take up general and implicite preju- 
--40 dices, and will look on Books in no other no- 
ton bat as Taskmaſters, whereas if they would 
hut conſider them as Companions, they could 


46.4 not miſs of one kind or other,to find a pleaſant 

{| converſation among them. 
17. As for that portion of their Time which 
5 ſpent in attendarice on the yet more ſpiritual 
part of them, *cis rather a gift then a robbery, 
* for} © help them to ſuch a way of expence. Inge- 
| ous men think it a prize, when they meet 
hen] 48 opportunity to reſcue from the ſullage of 
time any thing that carries the ſtamp ot an- 
tiene worth and Nobility : Burt this is a piece 
4 of the greateſt antiquity, of the nobleſt, yea 
4 divineft Tmpreſs, how can mens hours be bet- 
i ter laid out, then in reſtoring ir to its primitive 
hſtre, in wiping off that ſoil wherewith the 
{ ſeam of boiling paffions hath obſcur'd ic, and 
i dy disbuxdening it of thoſe loads of noxious 
in) kumors under which it labors, like good Phy- 


TE ficians 
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ſicians recover it from a languiſhing, infra 5; 
to a —_ athletique habit : And nk, whic 


fatisfaction of this muſt far exceed all other 4 


entertainments. Indeed that which is u 
taken up in ſtead of it, can with no juſtice tis 
pretend to any tolerable complacencie : Ny a6 t 
man envies his telicity, but contemns his ſordi 
and abje& ſpirit, that picks out the baſeſt and nd 
unworthieſt company ; And ſhall it here pabſſq,,, 
for plcaſure to conſort only with the plebew; 
part of himſelf, choſe ſenſual Appetites, which Go 
are the Common people of this Little world, 
to ſpend all bis time in treating and Careſling} #1 
of theſe, and in the interim let the Soul, whi "= 
is of ſo noble an extraQtion, ſo excellent eq. 
dowments, ſtand by negleQed, nay be troddaſ;, 
to death in the croud of this vulgar rabbl, |. 
Certainly this is a Tragedy, that no man coullY 1,;, 
ſee upon the Stage without indignation ; 
God knows, this 1s it men daily a& over witty; 
applauſe to themſelves. Would God w- 
would once ſhift the Scene, and let the opprettÞ;, - 
Soul have its ſeaſon of triumphing , doubtlek 
they would tind it more pleaſant to ſhare in 
its conqueſts then in its ruine. We read it 
decd of ſome Nations, that have by the rits 
of a barbarous religion been forced to male 


Humane ſacrifices, yet we find not that the 
had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity it felf, as to make 
it matter of delight: And has our Civility Þ 
far outdone their Barbariſm, that it ſhallbe 
pleaſure to do that in ſpight of our, Relig 
whi 
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which they did in obedience to theirs? To 
atcher the Man within us, and leave nothi 

it our outward Form and inward Guilt to 
Terence us from Beaſts? He that diſclaims 
this, muſt neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure lies 
0d the other ſide, in reſcuing the Spirit from 
te uſurpations, yea tyrannie of the Fleſh, 
ad conſequently, that the Time he thus be- 
fows is not loſt, but improved to his own 
preſent, as well as future advan- 


EEEESESESES!* 4; 


lf 78. Thelikemay (in the laſt place) be ſaid 
® Jof that part of it which is laid out to the bene- 
ſtof others, which is that which brings us to 
ebJaſte the moſt delicious of humane delights, 
rea the pleaſure of Obliging being of all thoſe 
the molt raviſhing and tranſporting : And for 
this we need not the verdi& of Chriſtianity, 
TI the Philoſopher atceſts it as well as the Divine, 
ty it is ſo received a truth, that ſcarce = 

the nan will avow fo much ill nature as to rgli 
t in diſcourſe, how much ſoever his practice 
dfowns it, Indeed this is a pleaſure of ſo 
exalted, ſo quinteſſential a kind, that what 
Herods auditors faid in flattery of his Oration, 
ve may fay 1n truth of this, *Tis the delight 


nther of 2 God then a man. That Soveraign 
bY Bein , though he were eternally happy 1n 
bimſelf, yer as if he had wanted of his com- 
ih pleat felic:ry, whilſt he enjoy'd it alone, was 
1 pleaſed rather to create, then want obje&s of 
wi goodneſs: And a pleaſure to which God 
. I 2 bimſelf 
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himſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation,as to make 
a World in order to ir, ſure cannot, .-witho 
the moſt impious contradifion of his choj 
be deſpiſed by man. And certainly *tis note 
of the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouch 
ſafed our nature, that he hath given us a capy 
city of it, by afferding us thoſe powers by 
which we may advantage and oblige one as 
other; ſo pointing us out a courſe, wh 

we may not only innocently, but ſucc 
entertain Lacifers deſigne, of being like th 
wot High : It really makes Men what the 
Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, even 
Demy gods. O that thoſe who think it Noble 
to be aſpiring, would thus verifie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeavor 
in this one Generous Ambition, and then 'ti 
fure they would not need to be told the 
happineſs of this ſo Deifying an imploy- 
ment * 


\ 
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& [Of the fourth advantage, that 


of bus Authority. 


þ JF N the fourth place we are to conſider 
[ the Gentlemans advantage, in reſpe& 
of his Authority over thoſe that relate 
tp, or depend on him : And this, if right! 
managed, is of excellent uſe, though as capab 
. * | being perverted, as any of the former. He 
10, who has ſecular tyes upon men, may often, 
Yor9 by thoſe cords which bind their worldly in- 
n hy tereſt, draw them to a conſideration of their 
ſpiritual. A Tenant who thinks his livelihood 
off concerned in the good Will of his Landlord, 
z Penſfioner whoſe ſubſiſtence reſts upon the 
bounty of his Patron, will ſtrive to model 
themſelves to ſuch a form, as may beſt fwt 
the inclinations of the perſon they defire to 
endear ; they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
Flint ro others ; But then, as variety of Seals 
make differing Impreſſions, ſo this exibleneſs 
CT.f of theirs may be eicher abuſed to ill, or im- 


proved to good , this Wax may receive the 
image of a Beaſt or an Angel. It is therefore 
the duty of thoſe who are poſlſeſt of this ad- 
vantage, to uſe it to the impreſſing not of 

1.2 vice, 


— 
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Vice, but Vertue, to contrive how they ny a8" 
moſt effeRually diſcountenancezhe one, anll] 99! 
encourage the other , and thisthey may donht.Þ or i 
leſs have frequent opportunities of towarg 
either of thoſe relations forementioned. \!\ 
\ 2. Burt to none ſo often as to their Dome 
Kicks and Menjal \fervants; thefegre alway 
ſo much in their road, that they ſeem to he 
marked out by God as their moſt peculiar 
Province: Every Maſter has ſo much of the 
Prophet, that he is ſet as a Watchmas, Ez. 
3,17. over his Family, and ought as jealoul 
to obſerve the approach of any Vice tow 
it, as a Centinel does that of an Enemy. *Ts 
a very pernicious error for men to think then 
felves no otherways concerned in their Ser 
yants, then they are in their Horſes or Oxen || apt 
to look upon them only as another ſpecies} an 
of Working-cattel, and fo they do their bu. 
fineſs, care not how errant Brures they be: © 
whereas they ſhould remember, that they with} th 
themſelves are Common ſervants to the ore] bu 
Great Maſter, and that the ſubordination offf by 
the one to the other is but the wiſe Oeconomie] ® 
of their Lord, who has ( as in great Familie} 
we ſee it uſual) conſtituted the one as Stewat6} 
or Superviſors, to regulate the reſt , and then p 
i 
Cc 
'in 
mn 


*(will appear a piece of enormous unfaithful * 
neſs, to negle& this charge. To avoid whid 
wir, it will concern Gentlemen to have 1 
lons care over thoſe that are thus intruſtel] 
to them, to make ftrit inſpections into the 
| Sk " manner 
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v mp mznaers of their ſervants, and accordingly to 


+: eply inſtruRions, and admonitions, reproofs, 
louke.Þ or incourdpements. And that they may not 
wark tranſcribe © Pharoabs Tyranny of exacting 
Erick without ſtraw, require the ſuperſtruQure 
)omel Chriſtian lives, where there wants the ne- 
Iwayf eſſary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
to be] they muſt provide that none under their 
-ulizrf charge be deſtitute of the means of laying that 
f te] groundwork, of knowing ſo much of Religion 
Ez44.þ ts may bring them into an acquaintance with 
ouſly] their duty, Bur to give lifeto all theſe endea- 
arbh vors *cis :ndiſpenſably neceſſary for them to 
Tx} wow ſuch a Love to piety and vertue, and 
hen} fach a Deteltation of the contrary, that cheir 
Ser ſervants may ſee that there is but one way of 
xenf approving themſelves both to their earthly, 
cich and heavenly Maſter. | 

bu.j 3. If ir be here objeted, That it js but a 
be: counterfeit vertue, which derives it ſelf from 
ich] the care of pleaſing men,- and ſo that this is 
oe 
n of 
mie 
lies 
eds 
Ven 
ful 
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but to reachthem ro convert. prophanetieſs io 
bypocrifiez.T-maſt yeild fo far as to confeſs, 
that where” that continues the hnall motive, 
will never availe any man. {But as God often 
aſes temporal and outward. occurrencies; to 
produceinward and fpiricual effe&s, ſo it may 
here happen, that thoſe whoſe firſt appro- 
'thes to Goodneſs were meretnary, and out 'of 
aj *complianceto- others, may; by- coming «with- 
el] 'inview of-itdifrern ic ſo aqaable, that they 
hey ay afcer fave ir for irs ſelf, and indeed £0n> | 
4] I 4 lidering 
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fidering the rude ignorance uſnall among the 
vulgar, tis ſcarce imaginable ny ſhould in. 
brace it upon the bare ſtrength of ſpeculati 
and therefore mult be allowed ſecular invit. 
tions, as baits to allure them. As for thoſe that 
never advance higher then the meer Form of 
Godlineſs, what weight ſoever it may add to 
their own doom, yet perhaps that may ar 

w 


| 
| 


be accounted leſs miſchievious to the 
then the contrary extream, Hypocrifie being x 
fin that cannot well ſet up for Proſelites, 
cauſe it never ownes it ſelf of a diſtin pary 
from true Piety; and *cis not impoſſible, that 
the example of a feigned Chriſtian, may teach 
others to ſurmount their eopie, and be thatin 
fincerity,which he is but in appearance: whers 
as open Vice pretends to no ſuch poſſibility, 
breaths nothing but contagion, and like a pl 
infets communities, We have therefore re: 
ſon to conclude, that it this care were gene- 
rally taken, *cwere a ſervice not only to God, 
butthe Commonwealth, which has not more 
unprohtable, nay noxious burdens: lying on 
her from any rank of men, then from lewd and 
idle Servants, who ufing their places only s 
a ſhelrer for their ſloth and licentiouſneh, 
when that Gourd withers, know-not whither 
td retire, but uſnally either live Beggars, @ 
die Thieves : whereas if Gentlemens families 
were fo ordered; as to become Seminaries of 
Induſtry and Sobriety, the number of then 
ix fo great, that they might be able to ſend 
&.* © ho our 
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out. many Colonies of uſefull and civill per- 


4- There is alſo another ſort of relative,viz 
Friend, over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings from this ſer. 
vile ſtock of hopes and fears, yet they have 
one of a much more noble deſcent, and more 
vigorous efficacy ; Friendſhip bas a key to 
the heart, which it may uſe not only to ler it 
ſelf into its ſecrets, but alſo-to introduce its 
own conceptions, Sentiments, and inclinations, 
& ſo mixes with the mind, that it may inſenſibly 
convey into it any Idea. Now to uſe this inti- 
macy to the bringing in any thing baſe and 
waworthy, is the vileſt treachery, ſuch as is 
but imperfectly repreſented by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends Hetntny by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him : 
A guilt ſo vehemently to be abhorred, that 
none is to think himſelf at a ſufficient and juſt 
diſtance from it , but he that induſtriouſly 
cs thedire& contrary. He therefore that 

a Friend,aught ſtudiouſly to contrive how 
he may moſt promote his advantages, and 
thoſe not only his outward and ſecular, but 
alſo ( yea principally ) his inward and fpiri- 
tall. This is the onely ſence wherein*tis law. 
ful to have deſigns upon him, and in this he 
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s-yot-only licenſed, but obliged to have ſo; 
he muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems, to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make 
his kindgeſs the Vehicle, wherein the more 

| cratefully 
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gratefully ro adminiſter whatever is moſt | F4 
wholſome, even reproofs, when they apper || p; 
ſo ; and yet by taking his own turn in being | lat 
the Patient, evince, that *cis no aſſuming hy. 
mor,thart creates him a Phyſitian . If friendſhips 


Pl 
were thus minaged, it would be indeed a mot} Ai 
ſacred relation, ſuch as would be abovethe | mi 
violations of choſe petty trivial diſtaſtes, which | < 

' now adaies diſſolve them, Hearts that are fin 
tyed rogether with theſe conſecrated bands || tic 
are like man and wife joyned together inf G 
rably by God, and much for the ſame endoff] mi 
propagation ; only herein as far ſuperior to thi 
their patern, as the mind is to the body, the} itt 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the naturdl | ter 
compoſition of a man. We may reaſfonabh} ye 


beleive they were Friendſhips of this making | a t 
that firſt brought that name into ſo much vene. | "7 
ration; and were they again reduced to this, Þ th 
no Encomiums could be too laviſh for them: ro 
fuch a reducement were a work well worthy | ab 
the ſpirit and ingenuity of Gentlemen, who 
ſince they generally profeſs much reverenceto 
the Word, *tis pity they ſhould caſt away ther ſo 
adorations on an empty ſhrine, The Heathen 
had Incantations to recall their diſpleaſed Der 
ties into their-forſaken Images; I wiſh they 
would alſo try ſome holy magick to6 bring 
back ſomewhar of rhe- primitive divine ſpirit, 
toanimate this now liveleſs trunk , that they 
who juſtly think it 'an unpentile reproachfil 
thing, not to have ſome body whom they cal 
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Friend, may think it much more ſo, not to © 
pay all the reall kindneſs due to that appel- 
lation. | "70 

5, Having thus far given an account what 
are the proper and juſt imployments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Relations, our 


method now requires us to refle& a little 6n 
their PraRtice, and that in the moſt we ſhall 


find as far ſwerving from the tule in this par. 


ticular, as any of the former. $o far, alas, are 
Gentlemen from making their Power inſtru- 
mental to the infuſing good, that there is no- 
thing more ordinary then to ſee them diſpoſe 
it to the dire& contrary. The ſcorn and con- 
tempt they publickly caſt upon all piety and 
vertue, teaches their Dependants, how dead 
a trade that is like to prove to them, and then 
tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall with 
them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain; he rhat aims 
to get an Exhibition, or any thing proportion- 
able will ſoon diſcern his way lies in a quite op- 

ſite road, he muſt find out what Vice of the 
Geatieman he may be moſt ſerviceable to, 
ſometimes he muſt purvey for bis Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance, and even when he 
bas cloyed thoſe groſſer appetites , yer his 
Pride will alwates remain infatiable ; he 
muſt ſtill provide, air for chat Camelion, lay 
out his whole breath in flatteries ( a more 
helliſh wind then any the Laplanders ſel, ) cis 
this enſhrining his Dia»a which is the craft by 
which he expeRs bis wealth, and therefore 

b. whatever 
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whatever other office he execute by ſtarts,1 
Paraſite is to be his conſtant trade. 

6. Inlike manner their Servants are diſc 
plined to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, 
and not onely to ſerve but tranſcribe them, 
the Maſter's Vices ſeldom miſs to be takenuy 
by the whole Houſe , as if they were to be the 
Cogniſances and Badges, to witneſs to whom 
they retained: And though for this they might 
very well truſt to the efficacy of their bare Ex 
ample, yer as if they could never be ſecure 
enough of corrupting their Families, they too 
often adde to it Precepts and Rules of Inſtity 
tion. Thus it is one of the Fundamental Law 
of their Hoſpitality , That no ſtranger be ſeat 
Sober away ; ſo that their Houſes may well pak 
for inchanted Caſtles, no Man ſcarce that 
comes into them, being able to guide himſelf 
out : They keep, as it were, ſolemn Juſts and 
Turnemeats of Debauchery, to challenge all 
comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks, In ſhort, 
Gentlemens Families are become ſuch perfet 
Academies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt 
innocent Puny will there ina very ſhort time 
become proficient, And this God knowsis 
the ordinary improvement they make of their 
Authority ; As if they affected to outbid the 
ryranny of the Turk, in ſending a Halter to 
his Vaſſals, and making them their own Exe 
cutioners ; or thought it a diſparagement to 
their Qualities, to go to Hell without an by 
norable Retinue. | 7.8 
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. As for the other fort of Power, that 
ahich they have over their Friends and Jnti- 
Ws, "tis not diſcernible that they manage 

at better ; Who almoſt is there,that ſeems at 
to advert to the Eſſential part of Friend- 
p? Whata Rarity, I had almoſt faid a Pro- 
dy ei, to finde (even amongſt thoſe that 
mw the greateſt dearneſs) any that hath 
the Courage to give, or the Humility to 
receive an Admonition ? But in ead of thoſe 
wounds of a Friend, Prov. 27.6. there is no- 
thing more common among them, then the 
biſes of 4» Enemy, ſuch mutual ſoothing in ill, 
wrenders it inveterate and incureable; and 
hike Joab to Amaſa, 2 Saw. 20. 106. ſheds ont 
the bowe/s, when it pretends to k/7; nay, as 
if it were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh 
thoſe Vices they finde already planted, they 
ow new Seeds, communicate their perſonal 
ones to each other , as if the community of 
friendſhip obliged them mutually to diffuſe 
ir poiſons. Were many of the cloſeſt in- 
timacies now adays ranſacked to the bottom, 
tisto be feared this would be found the baſis 
and ground-work of thera. He that hath ad. 
nnced above the beaten road, arived to the 
more elevated myſterious parts of #ickedneſs, 
(The _ of Satan,as they ſprak, Revel.1.24.) 
would looſe much of the gult, if he ſhould no 
get ſome Confident, to whom at once to boaſt, 
and propagate his Proficiency. Thus facri- 
kgiouſly is this venerable relation of _ 
p 
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- ſhip prophaned, by being proſtituted to the 
vileſt and moſt deteſtable purpoſes, andy 
this accurſed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metaq- 
orptioſis, becomes onely a Confederacy in 
fin, a Combination and League againſt what 
they account the common Enemies, God and 
Vertue. 

| 8. Theſeare ſuch wretched perverſions of 
their power , that one would gueſs it were 
ſome great and very conſiderable weight of 
preſent Intereſt, that ſhould thus byaſs and 
diſtort them. But when that is examined, 
*rwill be found to lie wholly on the other ſide 
The former SeRion gave us occaſion to diſcern 
how tranſporting a delight it is, to be the It 
ſtruments of any good to others: But as there 
is no good can bear proportion with that 
which 1s done to the Soul, fo certainly to be 
an Apent in thar, muſt far tranſcend the plea. 
ſure of all other BenefaRions. He that ſo dif- 
pences his Bounty, as to engage Men to Ver 
tue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perſon, 
outvies the. moſt profuſe Donations of the 
greateſt Potentates; They can give but ſome & 
little parcels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and For 
like a mighty Monarch hath Kings to do hin 
homage : ,So he that by well ordering his Ft 
mily, makes his Servants to be God's, doe = 
not onely oblige the Commonwealch, bur is# bat 
tt werea Patriot even to Heaven it ſelf, pro be 
vides it with Inhabitants, and helps to ſecureit 
from that emptineſs and depopulation, mw 
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threaten it ; and then in relation to ſuch his 
ſervants, be is of all other Maſters the moſt 
_—_— and obliging ; they provide perhaps 

petty Annuities, he gives a ſtate of Inhe- 
itance, nay of Eternity. 

9. This is a vaſt Munificence, yet that 
which the arranteſt Worldling can have no 
temptation to grudge. A Man may thus with- 
out a Riddle give much, yet part with nothiog, 
my, acquire that very thing to himſelf, which 
te diſpenſes to others ; ſo that here is no place 
for the uſual (though _ Objection of ime 
poveriſhing ones ſelf, which is that alone 
which often deads the reliſh, or diverts the at- 
tempt of other Liberalities; and therefore 
this fort which is reſcued from that one poſſi- 
ble allay, muſt certainly yield the moſt vigor- 
ous and unmixt Pleaſure, it being ſure, that 
Bounty has in it ſelf ſo much of 2greement 
wth Humane Nature, as will inevitably pro- 
ce Complacence and Delight, where it is 
not ſo interrupted or allayed. 

10. I might here add ex abundents , that 
there is likewiſe a ſecular Profit attending it: 
for if Gentlemen had their Dependents = 
conſcientious, they would be of very muc 
more uſe to them, they might employ them 
kcurely, and need no other Spies upon them 
bat their own Conſciences , 'twould not then 
de ſo many Servants, ſo many Thieves and 
Harpies , but ſo many FaRtors and Nom 
, : or 
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for the Maſters advantages : Se that hety 
again their own Intereſt engages them to thiy 
Care, though I confeſs "cis to be wiſhed, that Þ'* 
the former more ingenuous Motive may be J® 
prevalent, as to ſuperſede all uſe of chis, irbe $44 
ing very unreaſonable that God ſhould neef j® 
Auxiliaries from Mammon, Yet as once the Þ'v* 
Iſraelites borrowed of the Egyptians, fotÞ*® 
may not be amiſs to make this Inferior conk 
deration a ſtep to the other more Noble, that 
even they who have yet no guſt of that mote 
Heroick Pleaſure, may on the intuition of thi 
Worldly advantage,endeavor to improve thei &** 
Authority to the Spiritual good of all that be 
long to them. | 
11. But from no part of this Performance 
may theyreap ſo rich a ſatisfaRtion, as from 
that which is exerciſed cowards a Friend; for 
as their Toncerament is nearer in him, theni 
the former more diſtant Relations, ſo the 
Pleaſure of doing good to him, mult propor. 
tionably encreaſe, as that heat is moſt intett 
which is conveyed by the neareſt Reflexios 
He who fo maintains his Viral ſtation intheF 
great Body, as to ſympathize with every Men- 
ber of it, muſt yet neceſſarily have the mol 
acute ſenſe of what befals thoſe parts, u 
which he is moſt immediately conjoyned : Bu 
there is no ſtriter Union upon Earth, the 
that of a Virtuous Friendſhip; and then whit 
can be more fatisfaRory, then to preſerve 
advance the Health of that , whoſe Malad 
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imſelf is ſure to feel, to improve and benefit 
perſon, who is thus become a part of him. 
rlons of quality love to deck and imbelliſh 
he place where they inbabit, abhor to dwell 
i q ) con » byc Friends dwell JJ 
oct other; $ _ therefore 'cagaot but be'de- 
joheful in beautifying and adorning thoſe 
Mindes they have thus choſen to livein, in 
jarging them from aJl foulneſs and pollutions, 
rendring them as pure and immaculate ; 

\ as ſplendid and illuſtrious, as is poſſible. 
ertainly, there is nothing upon Earth more 
ſhing, then a Friendſhip thus entertained, 

$ ſome Anticipation of Heaven, where thoſe 
vs of Love which ſtretch themſelves to e- 
ty part of the Circumference, do all meet 
| as their Centre. Tt is indeed that 

ich ſurmounts the poſſibility of an exact 
ription, and reſerves its full diſcovery tv 
the prize of Experience, -- Let it betried, 
then -1 doubt nor, but he that hath made 
Experiment, will readily atreſt rhe Pleaſure 
thus imploying this part alſo of his Autho- 
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SECT. VIII. ; 


O F the laſt advantage, that F 


Reputation, + 1 uy 


I, He laſt advantage is that of Repy 
| tation and Eſteem, which is gene 

rally preſumed the due of Perſogs 

of Quality, unleſs where ſome perſonal ug 
worthineſs hath cut off the Entail, and for 
feited that right. And though theſe days have 
taught the Vulgar to defalk much of that r6 
ſpe which former Ages paid to Superior 
of all ſorts, yet I cannot think the Levelling 
principle has ſo univerſally diffuſed it ſelf, s 
totally to raſe out all impreſſions of reverence 
towards them; ſo that there ſtill remain 
ſomewhat of this Talent for them to negotiat 
with. It will be their part ſo to manage and 


diſpoſe it, as to bring in profit to their Lord, 


by making it alſo an engine to draw men t0 
piety and vertue. 

2. This they may ſometime do by Counce, 
to the ſucceſs whereof there is nothing more 
contributive then at eſteem of the Adviſe, 


_ 


tp 


moſt men being rather apt to conſider who Wha 
ſpeaks, then what is ſpoken : And therefore tbe fo 


perſons, whoſe Quality and Education hav 


the 


pref'Veigh 


| 
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prepoſſeſt them with an opinion of their WiC. 
dom; have a preat advantage towards the 
4 working 6n them. And this it will befic them 
off © make diligent uſe of, by ſeaſonable advices 
f .and exhortations to thoſe whom they ſhall 
diſcern-thus prepared for the entertaining of 
them, to take all prudent occaſions to re- 
commend Chriſtian-Pra&tice to them, and by 
pu-f pulling off choſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- 
ef fures of the 'world have put upon Vice and 
ops} Vertue, -to.:repreſent them in their true and 
un: 
fot 
ane 


native ſhapes, the one the obje& of horrog 

-| anddeteſtacion, the other of love and delight. 
'Tisthe want of this diſcovery, that has _ 
Impiety ſo free a range, it has dreſt it ſelf up 
in a' counterfeic ſplendor , - falſe Gemms and 
Tinſe-gaudery ; and in this glittering appear- 
ance it marches on triumphantly, receives ac+ 
camations, yea and Obeiſance too, = com- 
mands not only the knees (as every proſperous 
Uurper-can do ) but even the hearts of men. 
And will none have ſo much charity, ſo much 
y zeal for pablick Concern, as to uncloak this 
th Impoſtor, and ſhew the dazled world what it 
sit thus bows to? Perhaps this is lookr on 
ncel;} only as the buſineſs of Divines; but cercainly 
more} would Gentlemen alſo ſet to it, they were like 
viſer, 4 prove the more proſperous undertzkers : 
who] What comes only our of the Pulpit, paſſes for 
efore}] the fooliſÞueſs of preaching, 1 Coy. 1:21. or for 
haxe|tte diſcourſes of thoſe whoſe trade ic is to in- 
pre igh agaiaſt ſin; All cheir Thruſts being of 
| K 2 _ courſe, 
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courſe, and expected, their Wards are as well 
known-too, and we daily fee Vice approveit 
ſelf an expert Fencer againſt them. But the 
endeavours of theſe would not be liable to 
thoſe prejudices; a Blow from them would 
come ( like the Revolt of a Confederate ) with thei 
the advantage of a Surpriſc; and there is little I, 
doubt, but by friendly and familiar Confe 
rences they might many times inſinuate that 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 
Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often ign 
fail of, 
3:3. But Councel will be of lictle efficacie, if I," 
1:be not ſeconded by Example; they muſt 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch , as may 
ſhew they believe themſelves, whilſt they go 
about to perſwade others. He that ſhall wnh 
never ſo preſſing Arguments dehort a man 
from that Sin, which himſelf at the next op 
portunity commits, will never be ſuppoſediof, 

have any real ill opinion of ir, bur rather 
paihonatea love, that he is jealous any bit. _ 
himfelf ſhould have its embraces : And then 
furely this will be fo far from avertiog, thatith,.; 
will excite the appetite of the other ro tall, 
of that which ke ſees is thought ſo deſireadlt 
as to be Monopalized. 

4- Indeed there is nothing by which the 

have ſo univerfal .an influence , as the 
Example 2 Things that are ſet in ſome higik.: 
and eminent place, do naturally attra& me 
eyes to them; ſo that eminencie of un | 
6-2 where 


@ | 
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wherein Gentlemen are placed, renders their 
ations more obſervable. They are like the 
City our Saviour ſpeaks of, /ez 9» ax hill, and 
have by that advantagious fituation the means 
of making their /ighe ſine further then 
other mens. And therefore it ought to be 
their conſtant care, by the bright luſtre of 
their exaRt and exemplary Converſations, to 
wlighten the whole ſphere wherein they move. 
Would Gentlemen make this their united de- 
fpne, what a happy Conſtellation of auſpict 
ous Stars would they prove, by whoſe benigne 
aſpe& the ſterility of Vulgar minds might 
te cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpirited, 
and rendred capable of excellent produQi- 
0ns. 
5- For what can be mere perſwaſive to 
thoſe of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, 
MD Jthento ſee it made the election of thoſe whom 
ſuppoſe to have moſt judgment to diſcern 
duo y, value, and fo fall net on it blindfold, and 
1 ""I*bo have alſo all che contrary pleaſures of 
a within their reach, nay proſtrate at their 
tht" fer, ſuing for entertainment, and ſo are not 
al on it by impotence, What a blur and 1n- 
ay would it caſt upon Vice, if it were once 
ſhed out of Gentile company, and how 
ta ſtep would it be cowards its excluſion 
of all? We ſee what a natural aſpiring 
Hower fort have to approach to the con- 
> Pition of their Betters ; and though char bring 
.. JF aimed only at their Pomps and Greatneb, 
a | Ks | be 
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is be no commendable temper, yet ſure it were ſlut! 
mach in the power of thoſe emulated perſon find 
to make it ſo : For would they fo order thefſiot 
matter, that their Vertue ſhould outſhine all tbe 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould become ſlum: 
the charaQter and diſtinRive note of a Gentle (7. 
man, to be eminently good, this were a way toſſutt 
conſecrate even Ambition it ſelf, by makingſkws: 
it an engine not to rack and torture men, aſſþrou 
common ambitions do, but to advance thenffrair 
to all vertuous induſtry, ular! 

.6, He that defired to ennoble his FamilyÞble t 
would then-begin at his Mind, caſt out t 
all baſe ard degenerous Inclinations, and m 
himſelf a Gentleman without help of Heraldry 
Thus hapily might they deceive men into Piety 
and mgke thoſe Emulations, whoſe firſt riſen 
meerly from Earth, a ladder wherewith to 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent 
charity is this, and yet of all others the chex 
eſt, it having that Proverbial property of Ch 
rity, To begin at home-; The being good, is| 
marily a kindneſs to themſelves, and to oth 
only by way of reſult, and propagation, 
eaſe conſequence? How unchriſtian, unm 
ly, yea unskiIful too will it then be, to & 
this benefaRtion, which has that very argumelſ; 
on its ſide, which is oppoſed to other kind 
Liberalities, that fear ot leffening a mans 
which inthoſe contra and ſhuts up the 
els, is here inall reaſon to enlarge and 
vhcm; for inthis caſe men cannot deny, 
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their own greateſt injury, and diminution: 
| ſure *twould juſtly paſs for a prodigie 

h of malice and folly, for one fo to avert 
beneficing another, as to incur the greateſt 
rage to himſelf in avoiding it. 

7. But alas, it is not only Charity either to 
jers or themſelves, which exacts of them 
sto promote Piety among men : They have 
wghr chemſelves under another more con- 
ining obligation, mean that of Jultice, par- 
arly the juſtice of Reſtitution, for *ris t00 v1- 

ble they have been deeply acceſſory to its de- 


hay ; ſo far have they been from adviſing and 
kfuciting men to good, that I fear their perſwa-« 


faculties have generally been imployed 
a quite diſtant purpoſe. There are few 
none, that by their own pious endeavors 
d at all abate the need of the Prieſts ex- 
rations; but many that do evacuate their 
acie, by decrying it as the greatelt folly, 


ſte moſt unmanly ſubmiſlion, to yield them 


| conſideratign : As for their own Coun- 


mls, they are to0 often in earneſt, what Solo. 


'; was by way of irony,Fccl.11.9- Walk in 
Ways of thine beart > in the ſight of thine eqs, 
ouraging and animating men to all Senſua- 


$9; and if they diſcern any begin to ſtartle at 


courſe, to entertain but a ſober thought of 
diſmal end to which it leads, he is to be 

at out of that Hypocondriack fit, taught 
look upon it asa ſpice of Phrenſie, the loud 
of roaring Mirth is reinforced to drown 

| _ = Wh that 
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that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and by the 
ſound as it were of thoſe Trumpets he is in 
cited to turn to his courſe, as the horſe »»fut 
into the battel, Fer. 8.6. all arts of enc 
ment uſed to imbolden him to run fearleſly a 
to Damnation. This is their one known 
Recipe— for all pangs and gripes of Soul, 
And if it be not of every days practice, 't 
not that they have any better merhod of Cure, 
but ſuch arts of prevention, ſuch means df 
ſtupefaRtion and obduration, that the diſeak 
ſeldom occurrs among them. 

8. Nor do they omit to back and fortif 
this with proportionable Examples, whic 
God knows are ſo many and ſo efficacior 
that like a diſmal Cloud they overſpread « 
whole Horifon. They who are by God defi 
ed as lights t@ il[nminate all abourthem, hare 
been the inſtruments of introducimg a mor: 
then Egyptian darkneſs, thereby exemplifying 
that Aphoriſme of our Saviours, Mar. 6.2 
If the light that is in thee be darkneſs, how y 
ss that darkneſs ? | 
9. Whata delugeof Prophaneneſs and In 
piety at this day overflows this poor Natior 
is c00 viſible not only by the dire, bue ti 
reflexed beams, choſe fad-Judgments they ha 
brought downupon it ; and though there 
too many ſprings which feed this Ocean, 
there will{care any be found to have mort 
berally contributed, then the open and'{ 
dalous vicioaſneſs of che Gentry, They 
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are placed as Stars in our Firmament, - if they 
dart nothing but malignant Influences, what 
wonder is it, if an univerſal Peſt enſue ? *Tis 
they that have broughtVice into countenance, 
made it the Mode and faſhion of the times, ſo 
that people dread the ſingularity of _ in- 
nocent, and a man may with leſs peril of ſcorn 
appear in the moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, then 
own theObſolete qualities of Meekneſs, Purity, 
Sobriety,&c, How great and facal a ſnare this 
creditableneſs of fin has proved. I feare there 
areto0 many thouſands of entangled Soules 
can witneſs ; and on whom can they more pro- 
perly charge their ruine, then on thoſe who 
have advanced it to this repute in the world ? 
Mens natural pravity gives them propenſion 
more thenenough to ill, and therefore it hath 
been the buſineſs of Laws both humane and 
divine to put a bridle upon thoſe inclinations, 

nf by feare and ſhame to reſtrain their inordina- 
28 cy ; burthis converts the bridle into a ſpur 
when thoſe that ſhould diſcountenance Vice, 
thus animate and encourage ir. 
n 10, For what a Temptation is it to the vul- 
gar to run tO all exceſs of Rior, when they 
ſee their ſuperiors have beaten the path before 
them, and arethemſelves immerſt in the moſt 
brutiſh ſenſualities ? which of chem will endure 
to be ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be ac- 
counted ſo dignifying a quality, that it may 
make a Peaſant company for a Lord? when 
Gegtlemen are Atheiſtical, Clowns will = 
em- 
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theraſelves very modeſily wicked, if they be 
bor prophane; and when they heare their 
Betters diſcharge loud Yolleys of Oaths, t 
will ſoon tind they are as well qualified for that 
part of greatneſs as the belt, their T onguet 
arc as much their own, P/a, 12 4. and will be 
glad that by fuch an eaſie imployment of them 
they can be Gentlemen ſo good cheap. *Twere 
asendleſs as unneceſſary 70 enumerate the ſe 
_ verahbſorts of infe&ion, which the ill exam- 
pies of great men have diffuſed, is roo obvi- 
ous if the mortal effets to need any other 
way of diſcovery ; and I am ſure it ought to 
be matter of the ſaddeit reflection to all who 
are involved in that guilt, it being a molt dire 
ful account, which they will one day have to 
make, who have been' the Authors of ſuch 
miſerable vaſtations, rurn'd Communities of 
Men, of Chriſtians, into Herds of Bealls, 
nay into Legions of Devils, 

1s. Every fin even of the privateſt obſcu- 
ret perſon carries much of contempt and 
affront tothe Divine Majeſty, but Great menz 
vices are of a yet more Giantly frame, they 
prociaim folemn War with Heaven, levy 
forces, and draw in multitudes of abettors 
and confederates in their hoſtilities; and God 
knows this kind of Unevangelical ro/ence rhe 
kingd'm of Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh that the 
Chieftaines and leaders of theſe unhappy 
troops, would at laſt think fit to ſound a re- 
treat ; that they would, in pity if not wry 

elves, 
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ſelves, yet to their feduced followers, 'ceaſe 
thus deſperately to ruſh on upon the mouch 
ofthe Canon. the Jaws of Hell. And rot only 
ſo, but that they would alſo endeavor to bring 
them into ſome terms ef accord with that om- 
pipotent Enemy they have provoked, by their 
own penitent and reformed lives teach them 
the poſtures of humility and: ſubmiſſion, as 
they have formerly/Cone that of defiance. This 
certainly is that to*which common equity ob- 
liges them, reparation of injuries being con- 
feſſedly an ind:fpenſable par of juſtice; and 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay 
equall this of betraying men to eternal ruine, 
and conſequently nothing leſs then the utmoſt 
induſtry to repaire ir, can be any competent 
expiation, God grant all thoſe, whoſe guilt 
gives them a peculiar title to this admonition, 
may own their right to it by a particular and 
ſerious application, ſuch as may for the future 
engage them to the moſt zealous endeavor of 
reforming not only themſelves, but others, 
for reſcuing their reputation from that fouleſt 
blot, of being an agent for Satan, and advan- 
cing it to that higheſt dignity of being ſervice 
able to God. 

12- But there is little hope they will rightly 
conſider the uſe, who are ſo utterly miſtaken in 
the nature of true reputation; A man of Honor 
is now underſtood onely to be one that can 


ſtart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every 


the triflingeſt injury expeRts like Lamech, 
4 Gen, 
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Gen. 4. 24. tO be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold 
that deſpiſes the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneh 
long ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiment 
of cowardize and unmanly pulillanimity, and 
has no other meaſure of courage and pgallay 
try, but by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe; 
and whilelt reputation is thus hung onelyat 
the point of the ſword, *cis a very fit inſtry 
ment to deſtroy bodies, but ſure not to fave 
Soules. We find daily many occaſions to cons [| #"" 
plain of the Tyranny of Cuſtom and Opinion, |" 
but ſcarce any where ſo much as in thoſe ur who! 
juſt and abſur'd Laws they have impoſed in att 
this matter, which were they conſideringly ||" * 
weighed would ſurely evince them ſuch con- || #4 
temptible Legiſlators, as would be enoughto | * 
dethrone and depoſe them from that uſurped || Þ'! 
Empire they now maintain in the world. 

13. Totake onely a ſhort and curſory view 
of them, we ſhall in the firſt place find themto 
be horribly impious; for what can be more fo, 
then thus to teare off choſe ſignatures of Ho- 
nor, which God himſelf hath impreſt, and 
vilifie choſe whom he hach dignified ? God has 
pronounced that it is the 4dz/crerion of 4 mas 
that deferreth his 4:ger and it 1s his glory to paſt 
over a tra»ſpreſſion, Prov. 19. 11. and again 
he that i: ſlw to anger 5s better then the mighty, 
and he that rul:th his ſpirit, then he that takgrh 
a City. Pro- 16, 32. But this new notion of 
Honor proclaims the quite contrary ; he paſſes 
for a Phlegmatick foole, whoſe blood boyles 

not 
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atarthe ficſt glimpſe of an Aﬀront, and 'tis 
Gallancry to offer many Injuries, but igno- 
nigjous Tameneſs to bear one. It has always 
been the indiſputable prerogative of Kings to 
hethe Fountains of Honor ; what an impious 
dring is it then to diveſt bim of that privi- 
ledge, by whom Kings veign ? to cancel his 
patents, and mark them out as the obje&s of 
korn, ro whom God pives ſo glorious a teſti- 
nony ? Yer thus is it daily done co the men, 
whom the King of Kings will honor ; theſe are 
ilthe@riumphs cheſe Afordecas's muſt expeR,; 
An evidence how much worſe they are then 
Haman, that allot them Certainly there can« 
not be an act of greater defiance againſt the 
Divine Majeſty, then thus to reverſe his De- 
cees; And upon this hoſtiliry and oppoſition 
apainſt Heaven it is, that all the private Quar- 
rels and -Combats on Earth are ('as0n.their 
foundation ) ſuperſtructed ; fo chat to-ifitiate 
a Duelliſt, his firſt Challenge muſt be direRed 
againſt God himſelf. 

14. - Nor are theſe falſe meaſures of Honor 
more oppoſite to Religion, then Prudence: 
The glofſes the Sword-men have put upon the 
one-tundamental Law of Not bearing an In- 
jury, have introduced ſuch a multitude of ri- 
diculous Punctilio's , . that the next Age will 
bein danger of receiving the Fable of Don 
9x for Authentique Hiſtory; and I ſee 
not with what juſtice this can laugh at them 
in him ard his Squire Saxchs, and yet _ 
, taem 
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' "them ſerious enough to govern men in ther 
molt real arfd weighty concernments. Ir would 
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o 
indeed aſtoniſh any ſober perſon to conkde | yes? 
what Chimera's they are t9 which men ſic wal 
fice all that ought to .be.dear to them, Hoff yhic 
many Duels bave been fought, how. many ma gil 
kill'd, ({ when neither of the Combarants wer] yeng 
fo implacable but that they could willingyF yea 
have compounded the-mactter ) only becak theſe 
they thought Point of Honor exacted it, and ggm 
the declining it would be inglorious? Certait || | þe 
ly the Gallies is a ſtate of perfeR liberty, colt Þ ;o{ 
pared with this bondage ; And were the Re f ye 
leaſe from thoſe neceſſarily to infer a ſubjeRt Þ gy ; 
on to-this, were thoſe Slaves obliged thus to f 40/ 
become Geatlemen, I ſhould ceaſe my wonde || ( y 
why ſo many of them have deſpiſed a maou- | gill 
miſfiog-;, For, thus to. have a mans Eſtate, his Þ yyjj 
Life, 5yea-Soul too, at the mercy of Popular 
breath, ( not anly to be loſt, but loft by his lf 
own a&). is a Slavery beyond all that the molt I qyy 
abje& creature ever groaned under. And ye Þf that 
fo prodigiouſly abſurd is the. World,; as to cut Þ| the, 
this out tor the Zenjemins portion, make it the J Ny 
efpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentlemen; Þ gp 
they are ſet upon a Theatre, and as the Gladv | 
ators of old muſt kill one anotber , only to Þ the 
entertain SpeRators. And who would not | t ; 
think Bedlam the onely Seminary to breed mea | Trj 
up for ſuch a Trade? Yet ſo univerſal is lis J if; 
Lunacie , that one may ſuſpe& the Inſtitut» Þ gl 


on of that Hoſpital is perverted , that..that, 
| igcloſes 
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acloſes only the Sober perſons, whilſt the 


frantick run looſe about the world. 
© 15. But perhaps the more Malicious Dud: 
lers will think themſelves exempt from this 
mmber , becauſe *cis their own ſatisfaRtion 
which chey deſigne init; their Enemies blood 
will make fo delicious a draught for their re- 
venge, that they gaſp after «t, and think it a 
pleaſure well worthy their purſuit. Bur fure 
theſe differ from the former, not as Wiſe men 
from Fools, buc as a worſe Natured Fool from 
x better. He that would juſtifie the rational 
nefs of any Adventure, muſt prove the Prize 
xleaſt ro equal rhe worth of that he hazards 
for it : But who that conſiders he has a Soul, 
cad ſeriouſly fer ir at ſo contemptible a rate 2 
or what man in his wits, that believes a Hell, 
will ſay the pleaſure of a Revenge can counter- 
wil thoſe pains? Nay indeed, none can with 
pretence pur it in. ballance with the meer 
bl of Life, for he that is kill'd ( as every 
man may be that fights ) can baveno ſenſe of 
that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable of 
the compenſation, if that were able ts make it. 
Nay I ſhall deſcend yet lower, and with ſome 
confidence affirm, that the unealie conſequen- 
ces even-of the Victory do quite overw 
the ſatisfaction, For this I dare refer my elf 
to any. of thoſe who have had the unhappy 
Triumph of a Murtherer, and doubt not that 
if they will ſpeak their experiences, they will 
tell us that the cry of their Adverſaries blood 
"op in 
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in their Conſcience, did utterly extinguiſh the 
reliſh of it in their Fancie; or if they were 
perſons who were hardned againſt all ſenſe of 
Divine vengeance yet the fear of Humane wig 


abundantly enough to defeat them of thax 


pleaſure they expeRted, fo impoſlible is it ty 
gather grapes of theſe thorns, to reap any cots 
tentment from ſo unchriſtian an Attempt; 
Their Revenge is not compleated without 
Blood; and-it they have ic, ir proves a Tot- 
rent to carry away that imaginary Delight 
they projected from it : And then what colovr 
of reaſon can any man bring, why he ſhould 
thus ſel his ſox! for nowght, and become a Ple 
towich to Damnation ? 

16. But Revenge bas two ill-matche quali 
ties, Blin4nefs and !mpetuolity ; and fo all it 
darts, though they carry force and venom & 
nough. co deltroy all about chem, yet by being 
iltaimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there is nor in the 
world z tnore prodigious Infatuation,then that 
which-rales in this Afﬀir ; What can be more 
ſenfeleſs; then for me, when a man has done 
me an Injury, to think to wipe off that by ex 
poſing my elf ro more? when he has given 
me'the Lye, coinvite him to give me the Stab 
ro00? Didever any man attempt to make 
a breach, by widening it ? to cloſe his wou 
by tearing it further ? The Phyſicians indeed 
talk of a method of curing ſome Niſeaſes by 
Majoration; but ſure Injuries are not inthe 

| n 
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":ſhmber kithber" of thoſe maladies, Hor capadleof thar 
"wy of remedy':* The grearer may; tis pof- 
ible” overwhelm, ' but c6e ctre- the leſs, / as the 
more moderate Pains' become infehlible byrhe 
"ſiperventiencie of the more'#cute ; "ev 1- pte- 
"fame 'none' would applau#” his choice,'/thar 
ſhould call-for the Rack' e6'drown-the paitfof 
*4 Cur finger . * which yer is'no hyperdolical 
" embletie oPrhis ſort of Revenge. 
17. But beſides' all chis” our modern Gal- 
lantry is treacherous ro' its ſelf, confutes its 
own pretenſton; and whi!llt'it vainly aſſumes 
the Monopoly of Courage, is indeed the niean- 
'eſt Cowardife in the world. That by 'whith 
-we uſe to diſcriminate baſe Fear from ju Cau- 
-tion,is theTormidableneſs of the obje& feared : 
\No man is reproached for noc ſtanding rhe 
mundation of the Sca ; but to quake at” te&p- 
ping over a Gurrer, would be a ridicalguIti- 
*morouſneſs: * [would be neither wonder rior 
ſhame ro run from the parſuic of g Lion! Fi 
to be chaſe4 dy a barkins'Whelp, is the 
petty of an Hare, not of a Man. And'ac M. 
ing 10'rhis mealure, whar-wretched Cowarts 
*afe our" greateſt - Hefors -For what earr de 
ore contemptible chen thoſe unjuſt S&orhs 
-of men rhiy "fo rremble at which if they 
"were fare tobe univerſal, yet what real il} can 
"they do # tian, who does not'by his own fatty 
"fend cheni ar edge wherewvith to wouri hin{? 
"Pur neither 'can chis be tHECaſe, till all bath 


"Chriſtianity ahd omen; bak ana worne = 
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of the world: For to a Chriſtian, cis certan 

- the irreligion of Fighting a Duel would bethe 

- moſt infamous thing, and even to a ſober 
Heathen the folly of ic would be fo too; bIF 
that he ean be in no danger of either of ther p 
teproaches, for declining it: And when the [© 

. are ſet afide, who is there whoſe cenſure can 
be at all conſiderable ? Yer this fo pitiful de 
fpicable thing is it, which fo terrifies and 
mazes them; And how ſhall we define Cow 
ardiſe, if chis be not it ? 

18. And as it has the nature, ſo has itthe Þ: 
Fate of it too,which uſually is by flecing an im 
ginary danger, to fall into a real: Menfight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards, and 
by fighting they do not only betome indeed |; 

fo, but alſo ruſh themſelves upon other far |: 
more formidable miſchiefs, run from a Scar 
erow into a Precipice. And now what a riddle 
is this thing they call Gallantry , which 6 
ſtartles at the weakeſt noife , P ſtands uns 
dauntedly the ſtroke of a Thunderbolt? They 
who ſo dread the reproach of vain impotent 
men, do yet confidently efcounter the anger 
of the omanipotent God; and if Valor and 
Fool. hardineſs were not very diſtant things, |. 
would confute my whole argument by making 
it evidenr, that they dare be damned. Thus 
by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation ther 
Fear makes them bold ; would God that Ant 
periſtaſis might po on to work, till that Bold- J.. 
neſs bave again brought Gam 696.004; {ER . 
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Fg. And that very Deliberation is a cir- 
ataſtance of ſo great an enhancemenc, as un- 


neaſurably heightens the fin : Sudden acts 


be capable of ſome alleviations by the 


fwrpriſe they make on a mans ſpirit ,, bur con- 
tived and premeditated Crimes can have no 
milder appearance then of obſtinate Rebellion. 


Aadthis aggravation can ſcarce ever be want- 
ing to a Duel, many hours, if noc days inter- 
rening between the deſigament and the exe- 
tation; and in that interval *cis not poſlible 
for all che Opiate Receits in Satbans Diſpenſa- 
tory to keep me Conſcience ſo drowſie, that 
it ſhall nor ſtartle, bur ic will undoubtedly 
repreſent to a tnan the horror of that be is 
tving about, which is no leſs then the ets 
ping himſelf in a double Murder, his own, 

his Adverſaries, ( for the wilful hazard of 
both faſtens on him the guilt, though both 
bappen to ſurvive che Combar; ) bur if ir be 
his own fate co fall (as he has much reaſon 
twexpet, who thus puts himſelf ouc of Gods 
proteRion, nay dares his vengeance ) what 
poſſible hope can remain for 2 who thug 
Ges in that very a of the greateſt ſin? We 
are generally apt to think buc uncomfortably 
of thoſewho make away themſelves ; but cer» 
tinly many of thoſe deſerve to be Canonized, 
in compariſon with ms that dies in a” ; 
| - E 
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6 itential Fear , proper to thoſe who 
Feliberartly provoke the Divine Ma- 


1.8 The Gentleman'sGalling. | * 
O34 © 3\2.) * CAE BD == 
the principle of that being often an exceſhyl or if 
Feare of God, which ſure is lefs culpable, th heh 
a prophane contempt of him © Beſides | 
rempration in that caſe is uſually more vio 0% 
and impetuous, it being ( if notbegor, ye )| 6 
cheriſhc and fomented by melancholly, ty(fich 
moſt untractable and obſtinate-of all humor! 
whereas the ſupgeltion to this hath no ſug" 
Auxiliary to aid it, the original of quarreh ſhou! 
being frequently from roo free a jollicy. Ar 2! 
taſtly, thar, of how heinous a kind ſoever, ise obvi 
bor a (ingle fin, whereas this, as1 ſaid befor, ſive 
involves a twofold guile, And of how crimſgf**! 
a colour muſt that ſoule appear before Gow 
Tribunal, chat is thus double-died in blood!. 

20. And now who can chooſe bur cryou 
inthe Prophet Eſay*; ſtile, Heare O Heaven, © 
and hearkin O Earth | What ſtrain of wonda 0 
and amazement can bear proportion with the 
deſperate madneſs of men, that can thus know 
imgly and confideringly ruſh themſelves up ﬀer, 
ſuch unſpeakable miſchiefs ; eſpecially fine} 
here they want even that miſerable reſerve J"* 
which ſerves ro embolden them to other fins 
#jz. the hope of a future repentance: for thol}*"* 
chat make bur the ſlighteſt meaſures of tha, *B* 
. can ſcarce fancy any opportunities of it in ths} ®P 
caſe, ſince to him that dies there ſeldom re 
mairs ary ſpace of interval between his fa?. 
and his death, no time for thoſe clouds to 
gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres to deſcend |" 
which ſhouid waſh away his bloog-guiltines |" 

0ſ 


{or ifthere did, yer what expeRacion is there! 
keſhoo!&itmpioy it to ary effet ? ſuclPre-:! 
"1 {pruons'torifiderate fins naturally work an 
oe btefaridn an-the heart, which nothing but an 
Fee, &traofdinary grace can remove, and afrer 
th} ich a bigh and'daring provocation *cis 
wor; | tefonable ty expeRt God ſhould withdraw 
fac] inthe ſoveſt defirees, bac ſure not' that he 
re fhioald add higher. 19S 
Ar "21: Theſe Conſiderations are all of them'fo 
$ re bvions, that 'they naturally ſuggeſt- chem - 


$ 

tt elves, and certainly they are ſo weighty and 
no} ffeſſing . that *tis a Prodigie to ſee they ſhould 
Jo befo univerſally ineffetual, which can" pro- 


11 fred front riothing but the want of cloſe *atil 
car} ions application. Would men dare but its 
ns {tet Ingle with their own ſober thoughts, 
nder | ould certainly ſuperſede all other Duels, 
the [theteTemains therefore nothing more for me 
on-J02dd. but to invite them to this one encour- 
oof, to beſeech them to grapple a while bur 
nc [ith the force of Reaſon,a combar of all others 
ree {ihe ſecureſt, where co be ſubdned is mote 
ing {Sorious then to conquer in any other; and 
oben it has deſpoyl:d them of that falſe” cou- 
har "ge, which expoſes chem to fuch diſmal raines, 
ha $0 permit it toreinſpiric chem with a true one; 
re {ch as may givethem ating enough to ſtand 
fa I againſt this ſo mere then Barbarous a 
to [\uſtome, ro endeavor to baniſh it out of 
ad, | riſtendom, and fo take of that reproach 
ich our profeſſion lies under from ſo impi- 
x 14 x L 3 gh 
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ous a practice, which having no other Te 
nure bur Preſcription, there needs nothing ax 
Deſuerude to deſtroy it. Let every man ſr 
his own part ſtrictly abſtain from.jt, and avoy 
the doing fo, and then by ceaſing to bes 
Faſhion, it will ceaſe to be at all. 

22. Bur the miſery of it is, ,vo man mil 
aNume to be leader in this ſo noble an enter. 
-riſe, to begin this ſo neceſſary a reforms 
ciong which though it have ſo much more of 
compliance even to carnal Intereſts, then its 
contrary, that I doubt not. many wiſh it were 
nniverſal, yet till ic be ſo, they chink *cwill be 
uncreditable tro any particular perſon ; But 
were that the certain event of it, *cis ſure that thin 
reproach ought to be deſpiſed, when it coma [| pron 
in competition with Duty ; In this caſe the re 
ſolution'of David ( as great a Sworeman »Iof / 
any-of them ) is mt proper, 7 will yet kf 2: 
wore wile then thus, 2 Sam. 6 22. and cer fs fo 
tainly a man cannot paſs a more gloriouſwſe 
' Martyrdom,. then to ſuffer ignominy upoththei 
ſach an account, Iam ſure *tis a real ſhameJthar 
to ſee that men can offer violence to all ther JChri 
deareſt complicated Intereſts, to comply with ence 
that unchriſtian cuſtome, yet cannot croks4Jthis' 
ſingle imaginary one, to ſuppreſs ic. for 
23. Nay the truth is, they create PunAilios coin 
in this caſe, by which..themſelves will not ha 
govern'd in any other. In a common Fire dos 
any man ſuſpend his own endeavors, till Con 
ſee the whole Town runuicg to quanehiy Life 
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+ | fame? or if one of theſe popular perſons had' 

heew of che Pldlifimr com - when the 

houſe began to' fall, 7ud. 16. 30. would he 

have ſo dreaded the ſingularity of a ſolitary. 
cape, as not ro have atrempred it, till ſholes 

ofothers had led the way > We have bad 
ſe experience, under what prejudice a pub- 
lick A& falls, that is by its makers precluded 
from being a preſident, and ſure theſe/men do 
ueirely ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the un- 
raſonablenieſs of this feare, whilſt they corny 
ine it to this ſingle inſtance , and me thinks 
were bur-juſt, they ſhould be required to be 
conſentaneovs'to themſelves, and a& in other 
mgps-by the ſame meaſures; which would 
ſo ſharp a penance, as were more likely 
them to ſobriety, thenall the force 

Argument. 
24: But beſides this ſevere remedy, there 
s ſure an antidote againſt this malady, a wa 
riowſtofſeparate the duty from the Contempt whic 

pot their fincies have ſo cloſely annext to it, and 
am[tharis by making their lives ſo uniformly 
ther] Chriſtian, chat it may be evident, *tis Conſct. 
with _ feare that works with them. Without 
ob1JthisI know indeed no ſecurity from reproach : 


for to ſee a man who tramples upon all other 
los} commands of God, catch up this, as abuckler 
t If Jagainſt a Challenger, who can be fo blindly 
irable, asto impute this ro any thing bur 
Il eJ Cowardiſe but when the whole tra of a mans 
h the Life is 0ne concinued courſe of Obedience, 
wel { L 4 : ne 
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upga.ts Qccalign, To this may be;addeday/ 
cheeet land tee Expoſing himfelf r9 all wany; 
ragzable daggers, when any publick occaſion, 
of azgrd is affeted 3.-1f, be thearhew himfelfy 
daginf's, AW ve apparent, that Ki9'not the! 
feags,,of Dear, us fin, which, locks up bis 
ſugr.fomprixate Duels! . Or.*hen;there is 
EL ug TAL of ot active; Fl let hiny; 
apprgye P15 paluve,:By a contenged;, pay j 
full mifſion 49: any, ſutring: ahatuatrent 
the Eilebarge. of 2.g9. d conſcience; and. of 
thschere 35 little fenre, (in theſe dajes: <ſpeoks: 
all 53% wabt-accabons 1 He 4hag-does- this 
will be in no.danges: t0,Þ4 efaged for des 
OP; Du6's bur gn the -congraryiſuchag; 
x piety; will, exrort reverence; from all} 
there being ſuch a venerable amizbility in tj: 
chak phe melt prophane do, evgri ag rin(t their 
wuli,.beag it lpmermrard reſpeR;} 3.16 1 7) 
25, Let.noc men therefore pretend the fears 
of: reproach, - 35. aa - excuſe, {pee there is & 
ready a Salvo to that objection, bur ler them” 
by an afiduous-praRtice of all other Chriſtian 
vextues, render this alſo ſecure to-them, -and 
qualifie themſelves forthe propagarinp.it to! 
others. And Oh, that we could once fee all 
other quarrels amongſt Gentlemen converted 
into-this one holy. contention, who ſhould be: 
forwardeſtin this Heroick attempt, *Tis the: 
falſe notion' of Honor, that: is one of  Satans 
priacipal Citadels, like Zion to the Jehwſprer,- 
B*5 : and 
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! STS be znarchives * 
{| meptriof ſo muth gloty? tar he thar* could 
int, might juffly challenge che dig- 
ich Divi Gere romiſes. 2'Sam:F- * 
uy Chief and Captuin. Here then they 
may fawiully quench their thirſt of Honor, 
yea"dnd that of Revenge tos? - by wtecking | 
their vtmoſt malice on this their ſo grand Ene- 
| ny» Letic be remembred how long it hath 
befoolet and cheated cthe' world, and be ex- 
co: all the ſhames and detefition of a 
diſcoveted Impoſior”/inay let it be brought to 
6 | a ſolemn arraignment, thoſe inmmerablemure 
59] hers oF vehieh ir has be viſth, chirgedt on 
| i5,and proſecuted ro ell, ſo utrerly't in 
| \ that it may Hever- again” s Fd | 
the world, whilſt MP g60d men | 
0 juſdic;? and ay, SYRFull thine "a 7. 
i | 0p! © +1 ha br ' 
126; Having Yy way ogg 
cbaſex©f Repurdbici! alfOya RIG 7% chin 
ſider how-injurious "en are to theinſelves 
in*their il} manaceryof this Talent,: which 
miphe be improved! f bly to-rheft Rita Kc- 
codyt;/bur even their pref; plexfare. For 
firs; be-that by ſeaſonable advice reſcves any | 
man/from- a courſe of fin, wilt infaſlibly feel 
ſo uhutterable a complacenciein having done | 
ſo;-thar he will find he was kind to” bimfelf, as - 
T3 the other' 'and will haveno. tempearion 
toxhink-himſelf unproficably implayed,though 
ibze wet £0 be his onely reward;” This bring- 


ing 


| 


ay 


boy — 
= 
Ct ———— 


—__—_— 3 - So» 


154. The Gentlemay's Calling,” 


—-— ing finners tp repentance is.ſo. noble, ſo ergy 


ing. a deſign, that it drew even God hi 
from Heaven to proſecute it ; and that. not 
cheap and cafie means, but by all choſe Suffer, 
ings , which humane nature moſt trembles at; 
yet ſach was che joy of Mans falyation. which 
was fer before him, as enabled bim to endure 
the groſs, and deſpi'e the ſhame, Heb. 12.2; How 
rich a bargain will it then. be to a man to, par« 
take wich him in that jay, to ſhare with bim 
in that prize, upon ſo much eaſier rermes,.t9 
pay but. a liccle breath far that, whigh: ex. 
hauſted his blood, and to become ( ina lower 
inferior ſence ) a Saviour wichour 4 Craſs?; +: 
27. In like manner, hethac by a ſtrict and 
exemplary converſation (erg himfelfup a land- 
mark odred men in thys turbulent and: dane: 
gerous Sea. his light, *cis grue, g0s'forth>-40 
others, but the warmth and chiyiſhing heat of 
it remains withighis own breaſt. What che-rful 
what exalting refle&ioos my he make upan 
himſelf, chat can make goog. St, Pawlr:pror, 
reſtatior, . As, 20, 25. that be 5s pure from the» 
bleed of at{ men, that hg bath not by any ſcary 
dalous example caſnared any foule ; but-en 
the contrary hath by poſitive illuſtrious a&s 


of Vertue endeavored fo to adorn his Chriſt: - 


an profeſſjon, as to draw in Proſelytes not- to 
the name, but the obedience of Chriſt ; That 
hath made it his buſineſs to and inthe gap 
not only by his Interceſlions with God againſt 
the Plagues, but by his endeavors with Men 
aga 
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:ind ihe fins of the Nation, and by a ſteady © 


oppoling: himſelf againſt the inundation of 
nk oy 9 rn ry hath in- 
vited others to give ſome ſtop to thoſe impure 
? It has alwaies'been accounted. ſo 
glorious a thing to redeem ones Country from 
ſlavery, that men have thoughr their greateſt 
bazards. amply paid with the Title of a Patriot: 
but there is ao vaſlalape ſo ignoble, no ſer- 
vitude ſo miſerable, asthat of Vice, and: con- 
ntly no attempt ſo worthy, ſo ingenuous, 

ſo ſatisfactory to the undertaker, as to break 
that yoke.. He that aſpires to no more then a 
private Innocence. is onely on the defenſive. 
ſtands opon his guard againſt Satan; bur 


| be that aimes at this ſort cf publick reformati- 


ons, maintains an invaſive War againſt him, 
and ſo more ſhakes his kingdom; The reduci 
ofany ſinner is the diſpoſſeſſing him of ſo mue 
of his uſurpr territory. and weakens his Em- 
pirein the world. This is indeed the troe 
Publick Spirit, which though many have pre- 
tended to from whom we diſcern nothingof 
theſe effe&s, yet tholg very pretenfions bear 
witneſs to the excellency of the thing, and 
ought to animate men to be indeed, what ſo 
many have-coveted to be thought. 

28. I ſuppoſe1 need not goon to the other 
inſtance ,every mans ſence, withque conſult- 
ing either his Rea ſon or: Religion, will be 
able to pronounce that *ris berrer to be in 
Peace then Hoſtility, to haye a whole then a 

: | 7, Coe 
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wounded body, to keep ſecurely 'his'owni fix. | Ge 
gion, then to be hunted like a Partridge on the | efl 
Alountains by the' s 4venger of blood. | The } bu 
greater: is' the miracle,” that men 'who in | wt 
all other inſtances d:vore-rhemielveswh'#ly | bo 
to their ſenſuality. ſhould here onely 4bjute 
it ; that when body and ſoule comein compe- 
tition, live as if they - had 'no ſoule,'yet wpon 
this occaſion can dare,” as if they tad 'no bo. 
dies:: Oh that men ſhould be ſuch4l}'husbands 
of their” ſufferings, atid thus enhatice Satans 
markers1 Alas Hell is a purchaſe wilP never 
be raken'out of their hands, how manychap | — 
men ſoever they ſec about it, they tnay fecure 
their Eltate there firm enough by- thoſe fnj 
they have more” puſt of; why ſhowiU'they de 
thus! madly prodigal”to ourbid "the tommon 
rate? Muſt Gext/:mes buy Damnatibti'a$' hey 
whuatly 'do Wares, dearer then”: 6ther' men ? 
How is perdition become'ſo arniable;that' like 
| Rathet a double ſervitude is judged light for 
whilſt Heaverr ith the mean time; like'Leah, 
5 4p much deſpiſed, thar*cis thought an injury 
to-h4veithat obtruded om 'them, though upon | — 
theeafieſt cerms © Certainly they ate ftrange 
transforming OF4ckts which theſe men make 
oſc of, would God'they could be bur perſws- 
ded, 1f nor to break'yer at leaſtſfor a while 
to lay bythoſe falſe Glaſfes, and behold things | 
in-their gepdige and'proper ſhapes, and then J*. 
I donbr not they will diſcern That Honor to 
be-infamy, whick ſers menat defiance me 
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ES It then alone —_— 

eſtimable, when like a River it paies its Tri. 
bute to the Ocean, 'pramotes His Glory, at 
whoſe feet Kings ( without diminution ) caſt 
both themſelves and Crowns. | 
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SE cr. IX. 
The Concluſion. 


1.x E have now according to 
our propoſed Method, ſur- 
veycd diſtinly thoſe ſeve- 
ral Advantages which Gen- 

tlemen enjoy, and may {urely give the 
ſame Teſtimony, which Caleb and F+ 
ſhus did of Canaan, N#m.14, The Land 
which we paſſed thorow to ſearch it, is as 
exceeding good Land, Tis arich and fer- 
tile ſoyle wherein theſe men are planted, 
{ach as hath a natural aptitude and vigor 
to produce the moſt excellent fruits, But 
Paradiſe it ſelf required dreſſing, and 
therefore we find 4daw had that work 
aſhgned him in his Innocence , and ſurely 
theſe his Sons may well ſubmir to the 
ſame task, by the faithfull diſcharge 
whereof they may make ſome approa- 
ches towards that his priſtine ſtate, 

2, Ic need not be again inculcated, 
that all rheſe their Receirs have their (pe- 
cial and particular ends in Gods afhign- 

mea, 
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ment; 'twill be more uſeful to remember 
thew, how neerly they are concern'd noc 
topervert the Councel of God againſt 
themſelves, by negleQting to give them 
their due expeRed improvements: For 
though he be a moſt liberal, yer is ke 
not a negligent Maſter, bur keeps an 
exaRt and ptncual accornt of whatever 
he thus delivers our, and will nor faile 
ſeverely to avenge the embezecling of 
his goods ; Indeed ſuch an abuſe has fo 
Fatal af Efficacy, that ir quite changes 
their nature, converts them from Bleſ- 
lings ro the heavieſt Curſes: would Gad 


too many men had not thus exemplified 


their own deſtruRive power, and bya 
kind of Anti-creation brought darknels 
cutof light, 

3, Bur *tis pity they ſhould be per- 
mitted to fleep in that darkn-(s, which 
themſelves have made ; and therefore if 
this [zttle TradF ſhall fall into any ſuch 
hands, it muſt avow to come upoa that 
mncivi), yet friendly Errand, to diſturb 
their reſt,to awake them to ſome Conkgi- 
deration, and as Philips Monitor was to 


member him, that he was but 4 man, {© 


toput them ja mind, that in the m—_— 
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of their fre-ſt enjoyrtients they 2te© til 
but Stewards ant know not how fo 


their Lord may ſummon them to thei 


Accounts, ' And with what -contuſion 
and conſternation muſt they appear xt 
the great Audir, who have (ſo 'unfaith- 
fully managed their truſt , *Tis theretor 
now -no longer time to dally, 'bur- by a 
afſliduous care and diligence to endraver 
roRedeemcheir paſt ill husbaudry; let 
they run the Fate of that Evil{erva 


mentioned, Mat. 24, be ſurptized in 


the micſt ot their Inordinacies ; "an 

have their portion aſſi2ned them in- weep 

ing and gnaſbing of teeth, ""r 
4. Ana now whar ObjeRion cant 


- poſſibly make againſt-chis ſo neceflary: 


Caution, which is founded upon: ſuc 
Motives, as ſhould merthinks 1tallibi 
prevaile upon all ſorts of tzmpers* !! 
they have any ſence of Feare, here : 

thoſe Terrors of the Lord, which at 
amizing enough ro ſet even a Belſb, 

( chough with che Cup at his mouth, h 
Concubines by his ſide ) a trembling 
Certainly he muſt not be onel]y troze 


bur petrified in deſperate impiery, who! 


even a glimpſe of-thoſe eternal flune 
will aot be able to diſſolve, 5, bi 
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»ftn] + 5. Bur if Fear (though of God) be 
ſve] too degenerous a Paſſion for a Gentleman 
their] to own , this advice can upon as good 
fea) grounds Addreſs ir (clt ro their Hope z 
Ir af thereis as well che Foy of the Lord for the 
aith-þ Faithful , as the outter darkneſs for the 
Sor #nprofitable ſervant, For though God 
y af have Right of abſolute Dominion, and 
ave] might exact obedience on his bare com- 
le] mand, yet he is more pleaſed to ſhew 
var{ himſelf a BenefaRor then a Lord, and 
| inf therefo1e deſcends to treat with men by 
and the more gentle, and inviting methods 

rep of Promiſes and Rewards, . Nay, indeed 
the end of h's Commands is onely to 

herd make us capable Subjets of thoſe Eter- 
ty] nal Felicities he defires to beſtow, And 
ſuch} this ſurely is enough to excite men to a 
ib diligent negotiating wich thoſe Talents 
; If they have received, fince it is indeed 
ef themſelves they are trading for, The 
a ſock it is true is Gods, but al! the in- 
creaſe of it will by his boenty certainly 
g devolve on them, And therefore as Naa- 
ine} mans Servants thought the cure he was 
m purſuit of, deſerved a ſubmiſſion to 

g the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, 1f the Prophet 
q hid bid thee do ſome great thing, would# 
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thou not have done it ? 2 Kings 5, 3, So 
ſurely we may conclude thoſe endleſs 
Joys propoſed by God, are cheaply earn- 
ed even by the moſt exhauſting Labors, 
the-moſt vigorous Tasks, 

6, Put ſuch is the Tenderneſs and In- 
dul zence of our gracious Maſter, ſo ear- 
neft tis deſire of diſpenſing his Rewards, 
that he will not truſt mens ſloth and folly 
with ſuch a pretence of defeating them- 
ſelves; and therefore hath annexed no 
ſuch condition, We have ſeen, through 
all the ſeveral parts of Duty, which con- 
ſtitute the Gentleman's Calling, that they 
are of a quite diſtant frame, not Toils 
but Refreſhments, not Yokes but 
Crowns, {ach as differ onely in ſize fron 
thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they ten; 
ſo that here is bait even to the greate(t 
voluptuary, And who that obſerves how 
many ſuch there be, would expe this 
Fruit of Paradiſe ſhould ſtill hang un- 
rouched , yet ſuch a prepoſterous Tem- 
perance have they put on, that they are 
proof againſt all theſe alurements, Good 
God ! what contradifions are men made 
op of ? Ir is the bufineſs of their lives 
r9 purſue pleaſures, and yet when a 
| | 0 
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of the moſt refined and exquiſite ſort 
would run into their embraces, they 
grow coy, and-cannot be courted. to re- 
ccive them, Wedaily ſee the Devil hath 
his Martyrs, it ſeems he hath his Aſce- 
ticks too ; and ſo witty is the Warld 

rown in creatiag fins, that they have 
tound out a ſin of ſelf- denial, Would 
God theſe ablurd Mortifiers might be 
perſwaded-to remit ſomewhat of their 
ſeverity, the moſt rigid Orders in Re- 
ligion have ſtill inZulged ſome relaxati- 
on, ſome times of Feſtiviry z why ſhould 
Satans Voraries be ſo much more zealous, 
then Gods, as to make cheir abſtinences 
ſo perpetual * 


- 7, Ic.ſfrerks inleed the Cruelty of 


that Maſter they ſerve, bur ſo it. does his 


Policy alſo, he weil knows that if theſe 
Divine Lights ſhould bur infinuate chem- 
ſelves, they would ſoon undermine his 
whole Foundation , fo ravithiag and at- 
tracive are they, that nothing but a per= 
fe& Ignorance of them can, be Amuler 
ſafficiear againſt their Charms;aad there- 
fore it is his neceſſary concern to.keep 
men from ever taſting of them, the leaſt 
relliſh' whereof would be fare tro make 
M 2 them 
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chem deſpiſe all his adulterated delica- 
Cl2s, So we ſee hecan give ſome rational 
account of his part of the matter. But 
wat can Men fay for themſelyes, who 
play his game for him, even when their 
own fouls are at the ſtake, that at once 
renounce that Eternal intereſt, and Pre- 
{ent pleaſute * This is indeed in Davids 
phraſe, 2 Sam.3.33.to die 48 a fool ditth, 
T heir hands are not bound, nor their 
feet put into ferters; no extrinſick hin- 
drance lies on thew, why they may not 
ftretch forth their hand to this Tree of life, 
and eat and live happily here, and glori- 
ouſly for ever, And yer like Selomons 
<luggard, they hide their hands in their bo- 
ſom, 'and will not ſo much as bring them to 
their mouths, Pro.19.24, 

$, This is fo ſtupid a Folly, 2s none 
that pretends tro common ſenie, would 
in 2ny worlely concernment be ouilty of, 
Will any man renounce a rich uncharge- 
able Reverſion , when he is not only 
wooed , but bribed by a conl{iderable 
ſum ia hand not to diſclaim ir? I fear 
there are tew ſo mortified to Wealth, as 

ro do it upon the ſcore of Selt-denzal ; 
and ſure no man would be choughr in 
I) 
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that future Eſtare, yet the preſent viſible 
profit would deſerve his conſideration: 
There 1s bur one circumſtance imagina- 
ble, that could reaſonably avert him, 
and that is the ſuſp:tion of Deceir, thac 
- the Coin which is offered him is falſe 
and adulterate, And thac I may noc 
be under a neceſſity of pronouncing ſo 
many men mad, I ſhall ſuppoſe it nor 
unlikely that this ſcruple may occur to 
them in the preſent Caſe : They have 
ſo long brought all their Bullion ro Sa- 
thans Mint, tuffered him to ſtamp their 
Pleaſures, that none will now pals for 
current with them, which has not his 
Impreſs; and upon this account 'tis Too 
probable they may diftiuſt che validity 
of the preſent Paiment, disbelieve the 
pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties I have here 
recommended to their Enjoyment, as 
well as Practice, Nor ſhall I delice to 
impoſe on their belief, bar ſhall very 
willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
to their Senſe, But then they muſt re 
member, that that is uncapable of judg- 
M 3 10g 
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" ing by any other means but Experience; 
and therefore if all that has been addreſt 
to their Reaſon be ineffe&ual, that re- 
mains as the laſt reſerve for their con- 
vincement, Let every one of them (erj- 
ouſly and conſcientiouſly fer to the Pra- 
Qice, ( and allow only for' ſo much of 
d:#iculty,'as naturally attends the inter- 
rupting a contraty Cuſtom) and then 
let him, if he can, doubt of the Pleaſure: 
Let him allow himſelf but this one Me- | 
dium to infer it, and I ſhall defie his diſ- 
ſent to the Concluhon, Let him ſop 
with me this handful of ſeed 7» the tears 
of true contrition for remembring his 
Duty and Intereſts ſo late; and I ſh31l reft 
confident he will reap in joy in this world, 
and carry the news of it to another, even 
thither alſo bring his ſheaves with him, 
abundance of fruit to his account, be bleſt 
here, and crown'd eternally, 
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A Confeſsion. 


Bleſſed Lord, 1 thy wretched Crea- 

() ture, thy not onely unprofitable, and 
flothful, bur wicked Servant, do here. 
proſtrate my ſelf at thy Feet, humbly acknow- 
ledging that I bave molt perverſly and moſt 
treacherouſly miſ-1mployed thoſe many preci- 
ous Talents wherewith chou haſt incrulted me. 
] have, O Lord, unzorthily abuſed thoſe com- 
mon Mercies which thou haſt afforded meas a 
Man, and a Chriſtian, my whole life having 
been a continued reliftance to the dictates 
both of Reaſon and Religion. Burt | have yet 
farther perverted thoſe mere ſpecial Liberali- 
ties of thine , whereby thou haſt eſfayedto 
vanquiſh and melc an ungrateful heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my 
Choices, bur 1 have obflinately purſued thoſe 
ways, Which 7 knew led tothe Chambers of 
Death, and by —_—_— my Sins from Igno- 
i rancesto Preſumptions, hath ſerved onely to 
rendzr me lyable ro the greater number of 
iiripes. That Wealth whereby I ſhould have 
glorified Thee, and ſuccoured my Brethren, I 
have converted into fuel to maintain and ac. 
cend my Covetouſnels, Pride, and Luxury, fo 
levying war againlt Thee with thine own Trea- 
ſure, Thus unfaichful, O Lord, have I been 


in 
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in the unriohtcous Mammon ;, and who then 
ſhali commir eo iy 114i] che true Riches? 1 
have waſted chat Tim+ thou haſt given metg 
work out my --vyn Salvation, vainly andin- 
pettinently, nay 9icen fo viciouſly and imyi- 
ouſly, chat Idlenels, :houg': a Crying ſin of 
Sodow, hath been the filear?!t or my puiles, 
the greater portion of my Days having been 
devoted either to the purſuit or enjoyment of 
my bratiſh Pleaſures, ſo making it my bulineſ 
to provide for the Fleſh to tuinl rhe Luſts 
thereofz and of thoſe many D:.vs and Years 
thou haſt afforded me, how few m:nutes are 
there of which I can give any tolerable account 
to Thee, or my own Soul? Nay, O Lord, as 
if my ſingle and perſonal Impleties had been 
r00 little, I have propagated chem to Ochers, 
and have made that Authority and Eſteem, 
which thou gaveſt me for better purpoſes. the 
means of —_— all whom my Intereſt or 
Example could ſeduce. And now, O Lord, 
how unknown aſtoniſhing a weight of guile 
do I lie under, that am to anfwer for ſo many 
Sins of O:her men, as well as my ſelf, that 
have thus been a Snare on 14:z2944, and a Net 
ſpread on Mount T bor, the Inſtrument of en- 
tanpglins and betraying ſo many Souls ? 0 
merciful Lord; who delightelt got in the death 
of a ſinner, look with pitty both on them, and 
me; Give me a ſincere and earneſt Repentance 
for my own offences, and if it bethy bleſſed 
will, make me ſome way inſtramental to the 
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begerting the like in them, chat TI may beas 
contributive to their Recovery, as I have been 
to their Fall : And let the conſciouſneſs of my 

eat Sloth and Unfaithſulneſs in all the parcs 


- | of my Stewardſhip, excite me to a more dili- 


gent and induſtrious improvement of allchoſe 
advantages thou haſt put into my hands, for 
thy glory, the benefit of my Bretbren, and 
the erernal joy of my own Soul. Grant this, O 
racious Lord, for his ſake who came to Call 
Fane rsto Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


A T hankggtving. 


Mol gracious and moſt bountifu 

() Lord, who Coelt good unto all, but 
haft inan cxtraordinary meaſure a- 
bounded co me thy unworthieſt Servant, I de- 
fire with all exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, 
to confeſs and celebrate this thy great good- 
neſs. Lord, Thou ha!t not been tome a Wilder- 
nels, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt cauſed my 
Lot to fall in a fair ground. Thou haſt not 
onely given me a Natural, anda capacity of a 
Spiritual life, but halt alſo enriched me with 
many Advantages for the comfortable ſupport 
of the one, and the happy improvement of 
the other, above what thou affordeſt to mul- 
titudes of orhers. Thou haſt liberally givea 
me 
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me of the Dew of Heaven , and fatnefs of the 
Earth, an Aſſurance of all thoſe good thingy 
which may both oblige and afli:t me che rfull 
to ſerve Thee. Ole not my Heart, like Giden 
Fleece remain dry, whillt all about it is thus 
plentifully watred from Heaven ; bur giveme, 
I beleech thee, ſuch a ſence of thy Mercy, as 
may expreſs it ſelf in a conſtant and zealous 
Obedience. Thou haſt done ſo much for this 
meanelt Plant in thy Vineyard, dreſt it and 
fenced it about with Thy Grace and Prov 
dence ; and having built a Wine-preſs, mayelt 
molt reaſonably expe& ſome Clulters to be 
brought to it at the Vintage. O let not ſo gra | 
cious,{0 equitable a demand be frultrared,when 
thou lookeſt ic ſhould bring forth Grapes, let 
it not bring forth wilde Grapes , let not thoſe 
Advantages I enjoy abo-e others, tempt meto 
exalc my ſelf, or deſpiſe them, but grant me 
always to remember chat it is Thou onely that 
makelt me differ from another. Lord, ler thy 
Methods be my Documents, thy D:ſpenfations 
of Indulgence towards me, the Engagements 
and Bands of the cloſeſt and molt inviolable 
Duty,that that Eminency of Condition where- 
in Thou haſt placed me in this World, may be 
an effetual Admonition to me to be eminent 
in Vertue that Men ſeeing my good Works, 
may glorifie Thee my Heavenly Father, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Bleſſed 
$4V10ur. 
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A Prayer, 


Thon moſt Righteous and TImpartial 
() Judge, who deſpiſelt not the mean,nor 
accepreſt the perſons of the Mighty , 

lake me always to remember and ſeriouſly to 
onſider , that none of thoſe outward privi- 
edpes 1 enjoy among men,can exempt me from 
by ſevere Tribunal, but that I ſhall one day 
brought to Judgment, as for all that I have 
lone in the fleſh, ſo particularly for thoſe 
pecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby 
hou haſt diſcriminated me from my meaner 
rechren : And oh let theſe Terrors of the 
Lord rimely perſwade, yea conſtrain me to a 
weful imploying of a'l I have received, to 
thoſe ends for which thou hatit beſtowed them. 
Lord, grant that the Knowledge thou haſt 
given me may have ſuch an efficacie on my 
raftice, that it may alwavs guide, never up- 
braid me. And as thou halt opened thy hand 
wide to me in temporal Plenty, fo enlarge my 
heart in Thankfulneſs roward thee, and in 
ompaſlion and bounty toward thy poor 
members : I am not {traitned by thee, O let 
me not be ſtraitned in my own- bowels, let 
neither Covetouſneſs nor Riot make me poor 
inthe midſt of Riches, but grant me that true 
Enjoyment which conliſts in a Charitable dif- 
pencing 
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pencing of them, that forſaking all the unfari] Pr 
fying nauſcated pleaſures of .Luxury, I may} *E 
purchaſe to my ſelf that more ſolid Ar 
ing delighr of ſuccoring the diltreſſes of 
fellow Chriſtians. Lord, ſuffer not my Weal 
to be only a lading with thick clay, nor th 
ruſt of it co bear witneſs againſt me, but rather 
make me of the number of thoſe that need 
relief, then of thoſe who wanteearts to give 
it- And fince in thy gracious Providence thou 
haſt placed me in a condition of caſe and v- 
cancie, O ler me not pervert it into a life 0 
Idlenefs and Senfſuaſity, let me nor beleſs, but 
berter buſied then other men. O never ſuffer} tt 
me to incur the guilt or reproach of bein 
more remiſs or indifferent in my entercour 
with Thee, then others are of their craffique} 4 
with the World, of having leſs care of my 
o4n and other mens immorcal fouls, then they 
have of their corruptible bodies ; bur make 
me ſo induſtriouſly ro husband every minure 
of that precious Time thou lendelt me here, as 
may be in order to a bleſſed Eternity both of Ser 
my ſelf, and as many more as thou ſhalt put 
within my reach. O let not any perſons ever 
have cauſe to accuſe their Relation to me, for Lo! 
betraying them to Sin here, or Miſery here-j ** 
after, but grant that all that are under my} __ 
care or power, may receive ſuch wholſom in-j - | 
fAluence Goa me, as may nouriſh all Chriſting #F 
PraQice among them, And, Lord, grant that 
my Example may be ſuch to all,” that I neve! 
pro 4 
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prove to any an occaſion of Falling : Let me 
never contribute tc that power and empire 


+ which Vice has gotten in the world; but with 


a ſteady courage oppoſe all Impiety, how 


_ cuſtomary or ſucceſsful ivever ; Let me think 


nothing Honorable, but what bears Thy ſtamp 
and impreſs on ir, but engage, and animate, 
and inflame my benumm'd breaſt, to the moſt 
eager and vigorous endeavor of recovering 
- lads. Vertue to ſome-eſteem w_ 
reputatizn among men. And, O Lord, grane 
that by anaſliduous PraRtice of all Duty, I may 
arrive to ſuch a guſt and reliſh of ir, as may 
utterly ſupplant any ſenſual delights in my own 
heart, and may alſo qualifie me experimentally 
to aſſure others how ſweet the Lord is, that I 
may be an effetua] ( though unworthy ) In- 
ſtrument in thy hand of drawing many to the 
Obedience of Chrilt, and that renouncing alt 
the vain rorturing Ambitions of this world, I 
may aſpire to no other konor but that of be- 
ing approved by Thee as a good and faithful 
Servant; That by thy mercy having my In» 
firmities covered, and my Sincerity accepted, 
I may at laſt be admitted into the Joy of my 
Lord, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt my 
bleſſed Saviour and Mediator, Amen. 


For more particular Concernments, the Reader 
may he referred to the Devotions at the end of 
{The Whale Duty of Man. | 
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